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 The May 2022 newsletter (May 2022) will be out around May 
4th, 2022. May 2022 meeting is the 4th Saturday in May,   
May 28th 2022  (delayed due to NRHS convention in May) 
If you know someone that may be interested in the meeting, 
please have them send a quick e-mail to dan@meyer-
family.net and he will add them to the mailing list.  

Meeting Notice:  Saturday  April 16 2022  6:15 
pm At Roseville Lutheran Church, our April 
Meeting also will be a ZOOM meeting. 
If you join us via Zoom, please make sure your Zoom client is the 
latest version. Click on the icon In the upper right corner of the 
Zoom app and the click check for updates. Then, you simply click 
on the link below to join using your internet browser. Meeting No-
tice: Saturday April 16, 2022 6:15 pm in person at Roseville Luther-
an Church and also online via the ZOOM meeting platform. If you 
join us via Zoom, please make sure your Zoom client is the latest 
version. Click on the icon In the upper right corner of the Zoom app 
and the click check for updates.  Log into your Zoom app and use 
the following meeting  ID: 892 0395 6259 and passcode: 016747  

If you prefer, log in using this link in your web browser: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89203956259?
pwd=Q01zT2JvZkpRQnUxdFZmN0V0VEx6UT09   
The Zoom meeting will be up at about 5:45 pm; the business meet-
ing will start promptly at 6:15 with the program to follow.  
If you are new to Zoom and have questions or would like a test 
Zoom meeting, please contact Dan Meyer via e-mail at 
dan@meyer-family.net 
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Staff  

                                                     Meeting Minutes March 19 2019 (Zoom)                                                                                         
The meeting was called to order by President John Goodman at 6:21 pm. A quorum was determined. President Goodman stated that 
we will meet back at Roseville Lutheran Church for the April 2022 meeting. A motion to approve the February 2022 meeting 
minutes as in the March Newsletter was approved. Russ Isbrandt gave the Treasurers Report. The cash position of the chapter for 
both the Chapter and Calendar accounts was is good standing. Russ stated that we have 34 regular and 2 family members renewed 
and there are only 4 subscribers have not renewed. Dick Tubbesing requested that Russ submit the members to him who have not 
renewed so the Newsletter address list can be updated. President Goodman asked if Ron Lineburger has renewed and Treasurer Russ 
Isbrandt indicated that Ron has paid. Dawn Holmberg gave the NRHS Report. Registration for the Los Angeles Convention is now 
on-line. There has been a problem with processing some credit card orders and that charges to Registrant credit cards will be delayed.  
The Web Master report was given by Dan Meyer. The web site is up to date and our presence on face-book has been updated. The 
Cheer Committee report was given by President John Goodman. Cy Svobodny has returned home from a hospital visit.  Again, con-
tact with member H Martin Swan has been futile. President Goodman attended the funeral services of Mike Mackner in Marine on 
the St Croix. President Goodman met with Mackner’s wife and son and requested that we be considered for any railroadiana that 
were in Mike Mackner’s possession. President Goodman stated the Russ Isbrandt lost his son-n-law (Derrick Ometz) to a ski accident 
in Pennsylvania. He reported that his family is dealing with this tragedy as best they can. Treasurer Isbrandt then stated that he and 
his wife Martha are doing as best they can and their daughter has been supported by many friends in Pennsylvania. Dawn Holmberg 
gave the report of our meeting location.  

Program Chairman John Goodman,                          
Richard Tubbesing 

Jhgoodman2001@yahoo.com 612-839-0905 

Calendar Committee John Goodman (Chairman)               
Dawn Holmberg                                
Jack Barbier                                        
John Cartwright 
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dawn@dholmberg.com                     
Jsbblb@msn.com                         
Stationman86@yahoo.com 

612-839-0905 

Trip Director John Goodman Jhgoodman2001@yahoo.com 612-839-0905 

Chapter Librarian/
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John Cartwright Stationman86@yahoo.com 651-481-8479 

Webmaster Dan Meyer dan@meyer-family.net 873-784-8835 

Chapter Mailbox Northstar Chapter NRHS PO Box 120832 St Paul MN 55112 

Library Data Base 
Administrator 

Russ Isbrandt Rmisbrandt4036@comcast.net      651-426-1156 

Newsletter Editor Richard Tubbesing                           
Dawn Holmberg 

Tubbesing32a@yahoo.com 
Dawn@dholmberg.com 

763-757-1304           
763-784-8835 

       

 

Meeting Location: From the east or west take MN 36 to Lexington 

Avenue. Drive south on Lexington Avenue to Roselawn Avenue and 

turn right. The large lighted parking lot is on your right as you travel 

west on Roselawn. Use the lower entrance to the church and turn left 

through the commons area. We’ll be in room 40, The Diamond Room. 

 

From the Editor:   Note: the editor and the Northstar Railway Histor-

ical Society are neutral and do not endorse any opinion pieces as 

printed in any issue! Printing of opinions show the varied viewpoints 

shared by the railfan community.  

                Jim Wrinn led Trains 

Magazine with passion | March 30, 2022 

Editor, 61, dies after more than 17 years at helm of 

magazine  WAUKESHA, Wis. — Jim Wrinn, who aspired 

since his youth to be the editor of Trains magazine and served 

in the role for more than 17 years, died at home on March 30, 

2022, after a valiant 14-month battle with pancreatic cancer. He 

was 61. Wrinn’s longevity in the editor’s role was second only 

to that of the legendary David P. Morgan, who led the magazine 

for more than 33 years and died in 1990 at age 62. Morgan’s 

editorship and writings deeply influenced Wrinn, who began 

reading Trains in 1967 at age 6. https://www.trains.com/trn/news

-reviews/news-wire/jim-wrinn-led-trains-magazine-with-passion/ 

Continued on next  page: 
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The Roseville Lutheran Church has made our room at the church again available and with mask’s being optional. Dawn reported that 

we have scheduled the April and May Meetings at the Church for this year. President Goodman then stated that we will delay our 

meeting to the 4th Saturday in May, which will be Memorial Day weekend due to conflicts with members attending the NRHS Con-

vention. Dawn will arrange with the church of the change in the May 2022 meeting date. The trip report was given by President 

Goodman. We will have our annual Light rail trip the 3rd Saturday in June, our picnic will be held at Maiden Rock WI the 3rd Satur-

day in July, and we will visit the Wisconsin and Great Northern Museum in Trego WI the 3rd Saturday in August. Charles Barthold 

of the museum was contacted and stated that any trips on the museum railroad will be short ones, and that the schedule for train trips 

will be known about May 28th  2022. The Trego trip will be on your own and carpooling with friends is suggested. The program re-

port was given by Rickard Tubbesing. Future programs are a DVD of Super8 films by Joe Frischman, Video of CN and BN railroads 

by Jack Barbier.  Russ Isbrandt will have a DVD of railroad and trolley 8mm film ready in the fall. The schedule will be determined 

as the presenter’s schedule is determined.  The Calendar report was given by Dawn Holmberg. All revenue for the 2022 calendar is 

now in our checking account. The Calendar for the 2nd straight year was sold out. We have begun looking at photos for the 2023 cal-

endar. John Goodman with Russ Isbrandt stated that the Minnesota Historical Society have a collection that they are willing to give 

away from one of the founders of the Minnesota Railfan’s Association, Frank Donavan. Russ Isbrandt stated that only a few of the 

items, like timetables, patches are of interest to our organization. President Goodman stated that the MTM has a new staff of Offic-

ers. The NP #328 has been restored (display only) and has been put on a visible track in the MTM Jackson Street roundhouse and 

looks great!. The Library report was given by President Goodman. The MTM has stated (the MTM was due to get the collection af-

ter we get done reviewing them) and that we can keep the Barney Olson slide collection, as their policy is they have no room to store 

such items. The only caveat is to create a program from the slides for the MTM a couple times a year. There was no Old Business. 

New Business. President Goodman asked Mark Quam to report on the 2nd Amtrak train to Chicago. Mark reported that a meeting 

was held recently in LaCrosse with the FRA (see article in this issue), Amtrak President Gardner, and local representatives and went 

well. Possible start-up could be as early in 2023.  Here is a short synopsis of the meeting and meeting can be viewed on line by get-

ting a link via Email. Mark will send an Email link if requested from him. The main problem with the 2nd train is publicity. Many 

communities along the route and nearby were unaware of the 2nd train coming in the near future. WIDot and MNDot will undertake a 

plan for more communication to the communities of the 2nd Train. WIDOT will look at possible extensions for AMTRAK to Green 

Bay and Madison. Ed Johnson also had a few comments from the meeting. Mark also reported from ’All Aboard Minnesota’ organi-

zation that they support a plan by MNDOT on future possible passenger train routes and information can be viewed on YouTube. 

Mark Quam also gave a report on the proposed train to Eau Claire WI. In general, there are problems getting money for more de-

tailed studies of the proposal. Wayne Torseth then was asked by Richard Tubbesing if he can prepare a future program on his trip to 

Western Maryland scenic and a special outing with the newly restored engine #1309. Roger Libra were asked if they he can present a 

program for a future meetings and stated that he has a Cumbres and Totlec DVD that can be shown. President Goodman motioned 

for the meeting to adjourn at 7:08 pm.  Motion carried.  Dave Herbert then presented a commercial DVD of the last steam engines of 

the New York Central in Ohio and Indiana in the mid 1950’s. Dave Herbert stated that one of his first jobs was a Track Foreman on 

the New York Central. Respectfully Submitted by Secretary Richard Tubbesing     

Continued on next  page: 

                                                      Obituary: Derrick Ometz                                                                                 
Our Treasurer Russ Isbrandt and his wife Martha recently suffered a great tragedy of the death of their son-in-law Derrick Ometz in 

a skiing accident in Pennsylvania. Our Chapter sends its sincere condolences to Russ, Martha and their daughter and grandchildren.  

Family, Coworkers Remember Derrick Ometz: ‘One of the Brightest and Nicest Guys I 

Ever Worked 

A photo of Derrick 
Ometz from his time at 
WHTM abc27. Ometz 
was a meteorologist at 
the station from 1999-
2004. 

By Sean Adams | sadams@pennlive.com  

A skiing accident in February led to the sudden death of Derrick Ometz, a husband and father and a 
man passionate about music, athletics, his faith and his family. Ometz was 45 years old when he died 
on Feb. 20. While he shifted into other careers years ago, including a position at Mechanicsburg’s Na-
val Supply System Command, audiences in our region may remember Ometz from his time as a mete-
orologist at WHTM abc27 from 1999 to 2004. 
Chuck Rhodes was a forecaster and reporter with abc27 for over 40 years before retiring in 2015. In a 
statement, Rhodes said that Ometz “was one of the brightest and nicest guys I ever worked with,” and 
that he had “the fondest memories of working with Derrick and was so heart broken to hear of his pass-
ing.” 
Rhodes had hired Ometz to the abc27 weather team when the younger man was still fresh from his time 
at Penn State University. “His background was music and meteorology,” Rhodes said in a followup 
phone interview. “He was in the Penn State Blue Band, he was the drum major.  

http://www.pennlive.com/staff/seadams/posts.html
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That’s the guy who has to run the length of the field and do a flip at the 50 yard line.” 
A running gag between the two was that Ometz would frequently offer to teach Rhodes how to do that very flip, to which Rhodes al-
ways politely demurred. 
But while he never took Ometz up on his offer to train him in acrobatics, Rhodes did take note of Ometz’s skill with computers, par-
ticularly in the pivotal time at the start of the new millennium as the technology used by television meteorologists shifted rapidly. 
“The thing we all remember about him was his personality,” Rhodes said. “As soon as you met him, you liked him. He was very lika-
ble, very bright. You could tell that right off the bat. And he had a wonderful sense of humor. That was a good combination to have on 
any team, in any profession.” 
Those sentiments were echoed by another abc27 colleague, Mick O’Hearn, in a post on the abc27 website. 
“It’s such a shock, just horrible,” O’Hearn said in the post. “I remember him as an affable young man with a great sense of humor. 
And he was working with us when his daughter was born. He was just so thrilled.” 
Rhodes said that it was Ometz’ devotion to his family that led to his leaving the TV news industry for careers with more regular 
hours. Ometz is survived by his wife Allison and two children, Alexia Brewster and Elijah Ometz.  

Twin City Model Railroad Museum  -Obituary 

Dear TCMRM Members, 
It is with a heavy heart that I pass along the very sad news of the passing of President 
Emeritus Oscar Lund. Oscar had been battling illness for the past several months and went 
quietly in his sleep Tuesday afternoon. It is difficult to explain how much he will be missed 
by his family, his friends, and his Museum family. Oscar had already been a member of the 
Museum for several years and had just launched the ‘Toy Train Division’ in the Chimneys 
Building when he “recruited” me. During my two stints on the Board of Directors with 
him, part of his seventeen years there, I quickly learned that he could be energetic, demand-
ing, excitable, hilarious, frustrating, insightful, imaginative, and frustrating…all in a six-
hour shift. The one thing that stood out, though, was his love of toy trains and the Museum 
and his drive to see it succeed. A large part of where the Museum is today is due to Oscar’s 
vision, dedication, knowledge, and just plain sweat and blood. We have much to thank him 
for and to be thankful for in having him with us for the time that we did. There is so much 
more I can say and so many stories I could relate but I think the best thing to say is…Thank 
You and Rest in Peace, Oscar. You’ve earned it. President Dr. Peter Southard 

Multiple Train Cars Slide into Pond After Derailment in Pewaukee                                           
Crews said no injuries were reported. WISN 12 News Updated: 5:42 PM CDT Mar 20, 2022 

Photos: Parker Licari  

Photo: Mike Spaulding  March 19, 2022 620 WTMJ 

PEWAUKEE, Wis. — 
Nine train cars derailed in Pewaukee on 
Saturday morning. The train derailment 
happened about 6:35 a.m. 
The scene was near Glacier and Parkside 
roads. Crews said no injuries were re-
ported. Several train cars slid into a 
pond. 
First responders said there were no haz-

mat, fire risks or environmental impacts.  

The Waukesha County Sheriff said the Canadian Pacific Railway 
cargo train was slowing down to a stop when a box car derailed. 
That caused a tanker car and seven other box cars to derail. Only 
one box car was full, hauling lumber. All other train cars were emp-
ty. The sound of the derailment alarmed some neighbors. Investiga-
tors have not yet said why the train cars derailed. The conductor 
told first responders the train hit a "hot box" and triggered the 
emergency brakes. Officials said there were no power outages or 
property damage. The rail line reopened to train traffic about 6 p.m. 
Saturday. The eight railcars that remain at the scene will be re-
moved in the coming days. No other details were immediately 
available. 

https://www.abc27.com/news/local/abc27-remembers-meteorologist-derrick-ometz/
https://wtmj.com/author/mike-spaulding/
https://wtmj.com/news/2022/03/19/derailment-sends-train-cars-into-pond-in-pewaukee/
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Union Pacific Train Derails in Northern Iowa Trains Newswire By | March 25, 2022 
35 cars of grain involved; line near reopening 

Union Pacific said Friday that 35 train cars derailed Thursday near Rockwell. KIMT photo. 

ROCKWELL, Iowa — Thirty-five cars of a Union Pacific grain train derailed in Iowa’s Cerro Gordo County, KIMT-TV reports. 
No injuries were reported. 
A Union Pacific representative told the station on Friday that the locomotives and railcars involved in the Thursday derailment had 
been cleared from the right-of-way, and track repairs were in progress. Restoration of service was expected late Friday or early Sat-
urday. The railroad said the cause of the accident is under investigation. 
The accident occurred about a mile southwest of Rockwell, which is about 12 miles south of Mason City and 50 miles northwest of 
Waterloo. 

FRA Awards Grant to Improve Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Rail Route 

Amtrak President and CEO Stephen Gardner spoke to the media 

yesterday about an FRA grant award to fund the Twin Cities-

Milwaukee-Chicago (TCMC) Intercity Passenger Rail Project. 

When completed, the project will increase Amtrak service in the cor-

ridor. Photo – media.amtrak.com 

The Wisconsin and Minnesota departments of transporta-
tion on March 9th announced a $31.8 million federal grant 
to fund station and rail segment improvements aimed at 
doubling passenger-rail service and increasing freight effi-
ciency along the corridor that connects the Twin Cities, La 
Crosse, Milwaukee and Chicago.   
 
The Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Intercity Passenger 
Rail Project (TCMC) will add a second daily passenger-rail 
round-trip along the corridor shared by Amtrak Empire 
Builder and Hiawatha Service trains. The trains will stop in 
the Twin Cities, La Crosse in southwestern Wisconsin, Mil-
waukee and Chicago.  
 
The TCMC added round-trip is expected to begin in 2024 or 
sooner. Rail improvements will ease train congestion, mod-
ernize sections of track and speed the movement of freight, 
said state, federal and Amtrak officials during a media event 
held yesterday in La Crosse. . 

The grant funds come from the Federal Railroad Administration's (FRA) Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements 
(CRISI) programhe 411-mile corridor between St. Paul and Chicago will be served by two daily Amtrak round-trips, with departures 
planned for each city in the morning and midday. The first year of service is projected to serve more than 124,000 riders. 
 
Improvements to the line are expected to save $34.7 million in freight costs over the next 30 years of operation. Grade crossing im-
provements will reduce gate-down times, while capacity improvements will increase efficiency. 
 
"Through the leadership of [FRA Administrator Amit Bose], strong partnerships with state and local leaders in Wisconsin and Min-
nesota, and our productive relationship with Canadian Pacific, we are moving the addition of Amtrak service between the Twin Cit-
ies, Milwaukee and Chicago to the forefront of our growth efforts," said Amtrak President and CEO Stephen Gardner in a press re-
lease. "While we cannot announce a TCMC start date yet, know all of us working together can make this happen in months instead 
of years." 

https://www.trains.com/authors/?_article_author=
https://www.kimt.com/news/cerro-gordo-county/up-derailment-near-rockwell-involved-35-cars-carrying-grain-and-corn/article_c696e410-ac63-11ec-b7cf-07d931e956d5.html
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPLsB0e6EWnrN0wbF3PPh_alPphAiT9DJvC07XFpEx3MItdXFrPQDKLt5_TIcBDRQaJe1CcKOJUwPUL-wSVd-uTtv0IR36YhCjiNi3hsa5owrf9_D9FztEhM=&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1PoljfQpZzHrJSCSBMpu9da1HA5VTzVZmO6
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPEYlRNkRBbKPGRYfk6NbFTioMYzYBcZww-1yyr1P7Mtc2xpo0fUEjVaku2FFvTvuOiZSqFYSSJAakoZcf_uee0vJtd7NlWk1YQ==&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1PoljfQpZzHrJSCSBMpu9da1HA5VTzVZmO6rQ==&ch=hkf3ntyL8aDy
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPEYlRNkRBbKP3GwIvWhDvqq0nAVWixPgPhOFIHUBNysI8GcIZINevIjm21UIuer1xfZxN0KMH1uPVihZyUJr-FS_UdbQ_nGkto-2iEhAyfqLnnKF80lIrzqAaxhMw24V0_OMomfZ8eLUULndB3gu7vw=&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1Po
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPEYlRNkRBbKP3GwIvWhDvqq0nAVWixPgPhOFIHUBNysI8GcIZINevIjm21UIuer1xfZxN0KMH1uPVihZyUJr-FS_UdbQ_nGkto-2iEhAyfqLnnKF80lIrzqAaxhMw24V0_OMomfZ8eLUULndB3gu7vw=&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1Po
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPMWMGTg2LXLrq7oVbnjnR3XyRf3WpiyzrdPC8sm9-vHfngIHBwHF2p2Wjk7qN8N2ZiJdou2hGVkKp250IFZD0mq7BuPgj35aSko-l96mhqJy4eQ7hn24he2CRrix6pXQZw==&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1PoljfQpZzHrJSCSBMpu9da
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPKSXTS76U2s53HlFBM8benKrEIiHqzV34lAPx_fdIgtaxsF9KObMDXdTe1FFRAzcrr3uBRMzP59rXJasrjNoFCkYzhzQp3JK9ft7lS4kAO1yZNmj6-ijaTZjTXYH5zbEbRmvbQBpfrhK&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1PoljfQpZzHrJSC
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Minnesota Bill Would Provide $20 Million for Short Line Capital Projects   By | March 11, 2022   
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022, 11:22 AM, Provided by Frederick Krenske 

                                       Sponsor says state’s smaller railroads need $150 million in route improvements 

Minnesota Rep. Paul Tokelson is sponsoring a bill to fund infrastructure improvements for short 

lines in the state. 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Legislation introduced in the Minnesota House of Representatives would provide $20 
million for capital improvements on the state’s short lines,  
which face significant costs to upgrade their infrastructure, according to the bill’s sponsor. 
Rep. Paul Tokelson (R-Hanska, Minn.) says the state’s 821 miles of Class II, III, and private rail lines 
would need about $150 million to improve their right-of-way  
to the standards of larger railroads. Funds for the bill would come from bond sales for the Minnesota Rail 
Service Improvement program, which offers grants and loans  
for rail projects. The most round of grant requests involved five times more money than was available. 
On Thursday, the House Transportation Finance and Policy Committee laid the bill over for possible inclu-
sion in an omnibus bill, according to the Minnesota House website.  
The bill is HF2941.  

Canadian Pacific Trains Involved in Two Derailments 

Trains Newswire By | March 14, 2022 

Accidents occured Saturday in Saskatchewan, Minnesota  

MINNEISKA TRAIN DERAILMENT  By Beret Leone 
Pubished: Mar. 12, 2022 at 2:35 PM KTTC News Rochester MN 

Canadian Pacific trains were involved in two derailments on 
Saturday, one in Saskatchewan and one in Minnesota. 
An unknown number of cars were involved in the derailment 
of a train carrying corn near Drinkwater, Sask., but at least 20 
cars are visible on their sides or otherwise off the track in a 
video posted to the Twitter feed of a reporter for the Canadian 
agricultural news site The Western Producer. 
The CBC reports the derailment occurred about 6:30 a.m. and 
that there were no injuries. An investigation of the cause is 
under way. 
Drinkwater is about 25 miles southwest of Regina, Sask. 
The Minnesota incident, near Minneiska, involved 10 to 12 
empty railcars and led to a closure of one lane of U.S. Route 
61 near the accident site, the Rochester Post-Bulletin reports. 
No injuries were reported and no hazardous materials were 
involved. The highway was expected to be reopened on Sun-
day. 
Minneiska, on CP’s main line along the Mississippi River, is 
about 15 miles northwest of Winona, Minn.. 

Minnesota Senate Unanimously Approves Light Rail Audit                                                  
By MOHAMED IBRAHIM  On Tuesday, March 15, 2022, 11:37 AM,  provided by Frederick Krenske 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — The Minnesota Senate voted unanimously Monday to approve an audit of a more than $2 billion light rail 
line that’s been marred by delays and huge cost overruns since the transit project broke ground in 2019. 
The bill allocates $200,000 to the Legislative Auditor’s office to conduct a special review of the Southwest Light Rail Transit project, 
which is shaping up as one of the most expensive public works projects in state history. The audit will include evaluations of project 
costs and overruns, changes to the project schedule, the qualifications of project management staff and quality of construction, among 
other criteria. 
It also requires the Metropolitan Council to provide project updates to lawmakers every six months and notify lawmakers immediate-
ly if the project costs go 5% over budget more than they already are. 
“What’s occurred here, in my mind, is just literally criminal as to how badly the taxpayers — be they federal or state or county tax-
payers — how badly they are being treated by the Met Council on this project,” Republican Senate Transportation Committee Chair-
man Scott Newman, of Hutchinson, said on the floor Monday. “They’ve gone too far to stop and it’s too expensive to go ahead. What 
are they going to do? Keep wasting taxpayer money? 
The 14.5-mile Green Line extension, which is about 60% completed, will connect downtown Minneapolis with southwestern suburbs 
that include St. Louis Park, Hopkins and Eden Prairie. The project is now estimated to cost $2.75 billion and will be passenger-ready 
by 2027, which is hundreds of millions more expensive and four years later than originally planned. . 

Continued on next page: 

https://www.trains.com/authors/?_article_author=
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/sessiondaily/Story/17224
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/Info/HF2941/92/2021/0
https://c5.dycdn.net/rftykj48/l/?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.trains.com%252Ftrn%252Fsubscription-plans%252F%253Ftmsb%253Docrkmo2%2526tmrl%253Dqv0hhe5%2526tmsl%253Dcirc-trains-com-mrr-mag-sub-article-offer%2526tmty%253Dw%2526exp_slug%253D4iu0n07%2526exp_slugs%25
https://www.trains.com/authors/?_article_author=
https://www.kttc.com/authors/beret-leone/
https://twitter.com/kjbriere/status/1502688646670999552?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1502688646670999552%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fsaskatchewan%2Fdrinkwater-trail-derailment-1.6383056
https://twitter.com/kjbriere/status/1502688646670999552?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1502688646670999552%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fsaskatchewan%2Fdrinkwater-trail-derailment-1.6383056
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/drinkwater-trail-derailment-1.6383056
https://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/train-derailment-in-minneiska-shuts-down-one-lane-of-traffic-on-highway-61
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The increased costs and delays are due to issues with construction of the tracks, including in a narrow corridor between two Minne-
apolis lakes, where there have been serious groundwater and soil issues, and a condominium complex has sustained damage blamed 
on the project. 
Democratic Sen. Scott Dibble, of Minneapolis, the author of the bill, said he and House Transportation Committee Chairman Frank 
Hornstein asked legislative auditors last summer to conduct a preliminary review of the project last summer. 
A memo from auditors in October outlined a “prolonged and significant” difference in opinion between the Met Council and a third-
party contractor on construction issues. 
The Minnesota House passed the bill last week 129-1. Minor changes in the Senate version passed Monday require final approval by 
the House. 
 

Update: SLRT: via FOX 9, VERBATIM: March 18, 2022, 9:55 AM (provided by Rick Krenske)  "A bill triggering an audit of the 

troubled Southwest Light Rail project is headed to Gov. Tim Walz's desk after overwhelming support in both the House and Senate 
this week. The House gave final passage Thursday afternoon on a 132-1 vote. The Senate passed it unanimously earlier in the week. 
The bill has $200,000 to bring in engineering experts to investigate cost overruns and delays that have driven the cost estimate to 
$2.75 billion with a 2027 opening. It also forces Met Council to report to the Legislature whenever there are significant overruns or 
delays." 

Canadian Pacific, Union Agree to Arbitration, Ending Work Stoppage 
                                   Trains Newswire By | March 22, 2022 
Members of Teamsters Canada Rail Conference will return to work at noon today 

A Canadian Pacific train passes 

through Deerfield, Ill. The railroad 

and union representing crew mem-

bers have reached an agreement 

ending a work stoppage in Canada. 

(Trains: David Lassen) 

CALGARY, Alberta — Canadian Pacific and the Teamsters Canada Rail Conference have 
agreed to take their contract dispute to binding arbitration, ending the shutdown of the railroad 
in Canada that began at 12:01 a.m. EDT on Sunday. 
The agreement will allow the railroad to resume operations in Canada today (Tuesday, March 
22, 2022) after a 60-hour halt. 
The union represents about 3,000 engineers, conductors, other crew members, and yard per-
sonnel. This was the fourth straight negotiation between the railroad and Teamsters Canada 
Rail Conference to result in a work stoppage. 
“CP is pleased to have reached agreement with the TCRC Negotiating Committee to enter into 
binding arbitration and end this work stoppage,” CP CEO Keith Creel said in a press release. 
“This agreement enables us to return to work effective noon Tuesday local time to resume our 
essential services for our customers and the North American supply chain.” The railroad 
thanked the Canadian Federal Conciliation and Mediation Services for what it called “critical 
work” during the negotiation. 

“The decision to agree to final and binding arbitration is not taken lightly,” union spokesman Dave Fulton said in a brief statement. 
“While arbitration is not the preferred method, we were able to negotiate terms and conditions that were in the best interest of our 
members.” The union said it would have no further comment until arbitration is complete. 
Each side blamed the other for the work stoppage that began Sunday, with the union saying it had been locked out and the railroad 
saying the union “withdrew its services” [see “Canadian Pacific shutdown begins …,” Trains News Wire, March 20, 2022]. Howev-
er, the sides had continued to talk with the involvement of federal mediators. 
Seamus O’Regan, Canada’s minister of labor, had remained on hand during the talks, while Canadian agriculture and industry group 
pressured the federal government to introduce back-to-work legislation to end the strike. 
“This outcome is further evidence that when employers and unions work together, we get the best results for Canadians and the econ-
omy,” O’Regan said in a statement. “I congratulate the parties for staying at the table and coming to a resolution with the help of fed-
eral mediators.” 

               March 13 in Toy Train History: Lionel Manufacturing Company  
From: Joseph Lechner Date: Sun, 13 Mar 2022 04:40:41 PDT Provided by Rick Krenske 

The Lionel Manufacturing Company was incorporated 120 years ago 
today for the purpose of manufacturing "electrical, mechanical and indus-
trial appliances, and toys, also the purchase and sale of merchandise, pa-
tents and real estate."  The new firm's board of directors consisted of Josh-
ua L. Cowen, Harry Grant, and Michael R. Conley.  According to Ron 

Hollander's All Aboard!, Conley may have been Cowen's lawyer. 

Cowen's first toy train, the Electric Express gondola that ran on two-rail 2-7/8" gauge track, was already selling 
briskly. One hundred shares of stock were issued.  Cowen held two; Grant had two, and Conley had one.  The 
application form for incorporation asked Cowen to estimate the duration of his company.  He wrote "fifty 
years".  The names and owners have changed several times, but Lionel is still going strong 120 years later.    
Joseph Lechner 

https://www.leg.mn.gov/docs/2021/Other/210992.pdf
https://www.trains.com/authors/?_article_author=
https://www.cpr.ca/en/canadian-pacific-and-tcrc-te-reach-agreement-to-enter-into-binding-arbitration-and-return-to-work-tuesday
http://www.teamstersrail.ca/Work_Stoppage_at_Canadian_Pacific_is_Over.html
https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/canadian-pacific-lockout-begins-in-canada/
https://twitter.com/SeamusORegan/status/1506170696266915840/photo/1
mailto:jlechner@mvnu.edu?subject=Re:%20March%2013%20in%20toy%20train%20history%3A%20Lionel%20Manufacturing%20Company
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RBMN Revives Reading T-1 2102, ‘Iron Horse Rambles’  

Railway Age Written by William C. Vantuono, Editor-in-Chief March 23, 2022 

Following an extensive, $2.4 million overhaul, Class II Reading & Northern Railroad (RBMN), Railway Age’s four-time Regional 

Railroad of the Year, is returning Reading Class T-1 4-8-4 Northern 2102 to the rails with four “Iron Horse Rambles” round-trip 

excursions between Reading and Jim Thorpe, Pa.: May 28, July 2, Aug. 13 and Sept. 3, with five classes of seating. May 28 is al-

ready sold out; tickets are going fast for the remaining three trips.  

Reading No. 2102 on an inaugural run of the Greenbrier Railroad  

at Cass, W.Va. on May 2, 1971.  

“The time has come for 2102 to make a triumphant re-
turn to the high iron, and now, for the first time in more 
than 30 years, it will once again be pulling main line ex-
cursions on the Reading & Northern!” said RBMN Pas-
senger Department General Manager Matt Fisher. “Our 
all-day Iron Horse Rambles—which are very similar to 
the famed Reading Company Iron Horse Rambles of the 
late 1950s and early 1960s—will operate from Reading 
to Jim Thorpe and return, with three and a half hour layo-
ver at Jim Thorpe. As an added bonus for railfans and 
train enthusiasts alike, a photo run-by will be offered on 
the return trip from Jim Thorpe to Reading.  

This is an opportunity for riders to exit the train and take pictures and videos of the train passing by a photo location.” 
Rebuilt and upgraded from 1923-vintage Class I-10sa 2-8-0 Consolidation type 2022 in 1945 by The Reading Company at its Read-
ing, Pa. shops, 2102 is one of four surviving T-1 steam locomotives. It had a busy career hauling heavy main line freight trains for 
the Reading until being retired and set aside by the company for use in its Iron Horse Rambles program at the end of the steam era in 
the late 1950s. After spending several years with Steam Tours in Ohio, RBMN founder and owner Andy Muller, Jr. purchased the 
locomotive in 1986, operating it between Temple  and South Hamburg, Pa. In 1991, the locomotive was placed into storage. In 2016, 
work began on rebuilding the 2102 and restoring it to service on the Reading & Northern.  
Reading & Northern, with its corporate headquarters in Port Clinton, Pa., is a privately held Class II railroad serving more than 70 
customers in nine eastern Pennsylvania counties—Berks, Bradford, Carbon, Columbia, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Northumberland, 
Schuylkill, and Wyoming. It has expanded operations during the past 30-plus years and now handles more than 34,000 carloads of 
freight and 225,000 excursion train riders on 400 miles of track annually. RBMN operates both freight services and steam and diesel-
powered excursion passenger services, owns almost 1,400 freight cars and employs nearly 300. Reading & Northern has repeatedly 
been honored as one of the premier railroads in the U.S., including being named Regional Railroad of the Year in 2002, 2011, 2015 
and 2020 by Railway Age. 

                        Metro News - Northshore Mining Railroad Video  Date: Sun, 27 Feb 2022  

 With the pending shutdown of Northshore Mining at end of March for an unspecified amount of time, a trek to northern Minnesota 
was in order.   
We started out the day at the Toimi ponds for the 0500 train on its way back west to the mine. We then headed for the county high-
way 2 overpass  and waited for the 1100 loaded train headed south for Silver Bay and followed that train the rest of the day.    
Full video on YouTube at: https://bit.ly/3BZdgwv 
  

https://www.railwayage.com/author/wvantuonosbpub-com/
https://bit.ly/3BZdgwv
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Mid-Continent Railway Museum Report 
                    (next 3 1/2 pages:) 
  Provided by the web site and Chuck Lavallee 

From: William Buhrmaster  Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 10:40 AM   

MCRM Volunteers any and all!!! 
 
Spring is around the corner and I’m pleased to roll out the 2022 Restoration Department Volunteer Work Session Schedule for 
the Mid-Continent Railway Museum. The next volunteer work session will be held on March 11th-13th and sessions are scheduled to 
continue into December. In addition to the two or more scheduled sessions each month we typically will add a number of non-
scheduled sessions based on volunteer availability. A copy of the 2022 Restoration Department Work Session Schedule is attached 
and a link to the schedule can also be found at:   
  
https://www.midcontinent.org/2022-restoration-department-work-session-dates-announced/ 
 
We have a dedicated core of volunteers that help with the restoration work and we’re always interested in expanding the group that 
actively participates in the Car Shop. Our doors are open to anyone willing to give us a hand and help us with the restoration work. 
Give us a hand for a day or several days throughout the summer. Every bit of help makes a difference and is appreciated. We have a 
wide range of needs (i.e. painting, cleaning, stripping, wood work, roofing, refinishing, upholstery, metal work and more) and every-
one can be a help.   
Plans for 2022 call for focusing on the five core projects that are in process in the Car Shop. These projects include the East Jordan & 

Southern #2, the DSS&A sleeping car DULUTH, the Soo Line #203 caboose, the LS&I #64 coach and the C&NW #1099 narrow 

gauge combine. A complete list of all of the planned projects for 2022 is attached below. We’re hoping to do even better this year as 

we have a lot of work to complete and plenty of opportunities for volunteers to participate in a wide variety of projects. Please join us 

as we welcome everyone willing to help us preserve and restore Mid-Continent’s Collection pieces. 

 

About a week prior to each session a reminder and call for help will be posted on the Member’s Discussion Board and a notice will 

be sent out via email to the volunteers on my distribution list. If you’re interested in volunteering or would like more information, 

please feel free to drop into the Car Shop during a work session or contact me. To help with the work session planning we’re asking 

all volunteers interested in joining a work session to contact me (buhrmawc@gmail.com or 708-340-4098) in advance of the work 

session. This helps make sure that we make the best use of our volunteers and we can have productive sessions. 

 

MCRM members can stay current with the project work, progress and volunteer session dates by accessing the Restoration Depart-

ment section of the MCRM Members Discussion Board (https://www.midcontinent.org/members-bbs/). 

 

I'm looking forward to a great year and seeing you in the Car Shop!  Bill Buhrmaster 

Category Archives: C&NW #1385 Status Updates (From the MCRM web site) 

Welcome to the Chicago & North Western #1385 steam status blog! Follow along as we bring the 1907 American Locomo-
tive Company 4-6-0 steam engine back to operating condition. 

What are the first three things an operator must know on any boil-
er? 1) Where’s your water?, 2) Where’s your water?, And 3) 
Where’s your water? 
A steam locomotive’s water level is so important the Federal Rail-
road Administration includes an entire section dealing with water 
gauges in the CFR Title 49 Part 230 Steam Locomotive Inspection 
and Maintenance Standards. Part of 230.51 states that “…The low-
est reading of the water glasses shall not be less than 3 inches above 
the highest part of the crownsheet. …”.  What’s the crownsheet?  It 
is the ‘roof’ of the firebox so it will have the heat of the fire on one 

The water is constantly absorbing the heat transferred through the crownsheet and keeping the steel relatively ‘cool’.  If the water 
were allowed to get low enough to let the crownsheet become dry then the heat of the fire from the underside could quickly damage 
the steel or worse. 
How do we prevent this situation?  By constantly being aware of the water level in the boiler.  But first we must know how low is 

too low by knowing where the top of the crownsheet is.   

https://www.midcontinent.org/2022-restoration-department-work-session-dates-announced/
mailto:buhrmawc@gmail.com
https://www.midcontinent.org/members-bbs/
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Continued on next page: 

Level under 1385’s firebox verifying front-to-back level.  Second level to check side-to-side level under backhead 

Water-filled tube coming out of firedoor and attached to backhead  Installed sand dome. One of the new studs is visible  

1385’s throttle, located inside the steam dome.  Throttle lever attached to backhead.  
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This was done at SPEC Machine in January by first confirming the engine was setting level.  Front to back level was first checked 
and then side to side. 
The next task was to use clear plastic tubing to create a “U” shaped tube open at both ends.  One end of the tube was placed against 
the highest point of the crownsheet inside the firebox but with a small notch in the end to allow air and excess water to escape. 
The other end of the tube was brought out through the firedoor and tied to the throttle gland so the outside end would be higher than 
the end inside the firebox and a funnel was used to fill it with water.  Once the water quit running out of the end of tube in the fire-
box the level of the water shown at the outside end is equal to the level of the bottom or inside/fireside surface of the crownsheet.  
To locate the top of the crownsheet and mark it per FRA requirements we had to add the thickness of the welds and the crownsheet 
itself.  Now that we’ve found the top of the crownsheet the water glasses and try cocks can be laid out for installation so the lowest 
water indication is no less than 3 inches above it.  Generally speaking as long as we can see water in the gauges we’ll have at least 3 
inches of water over the crownsheet if we’re on level track. 
Once finished playing in the water, other layout and installation steps have been made.  Locating and installation of the sand dome 
base has been finished and this task includes another milestone in the 1385 project; the first studs to be applied to the boiler since its 
delivery to SPEC Machine are used to hold the sand dome base in place.  You can even see the glint of one of the new studs at the 
top of the boiler and just under the edge of the base here. 
Another fixture on the backhead is the throttle lever and the pivot point that is studded to the boiler.  Here Steve has rigged a tempo-
rary way to support the pivot to facilitate this layout.  The throttle rod reaches through the packing gland attached to the backhead 
and through the boiler to connect with the bell crank and levers that will allow the engineer to open and close the throttle which re-
sides in the steam 

Category Archives: Dardanelle & Russellville #9 Status Updates                                                        
Welcome to the Dardanelle & Russellville #9 restoration blog. D&R #

of tarps and did our best to seal the elements out of the cab and coal space, and especially to keep snow and water from sitting any-
where on the locomotive or tender.   It was not hard work, but a lot of guessing and anticipating where water or snow could cause a 
problem.  We reinforced those locations with wood and bracing.   Hopefully we find her high and dry in the spring.  
We also had the pleasure of meeting a fan of the D&R #9 this weekend.  He stopped by and walked all the way back to our little 
corner of the museum to say hi.  I apologize we didn’t get your name, but you came all the way from Minneapolis, and I wanted to 
thank you for coming down, and taking the time to check out the #9.  If you read this, please say hello to everyone here.  If there are 
any other fans of the #9’s restoration, and you want to see in person how it’s coming along, please, by all means, come over and 
check us out.  We are down at the far end of the car shop, and would love to say hi. 
Finally, we want to wish a Very HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the little leader of our crew, Fletcher Reiman, who turned 10 years old on 
10/23.  Fletcher is a great reminder of what our purpose truly is when working on the #9.  When we are outside tinkering with parts 
on the boiler, or planning our next move, we might find Fletcher inside the cab pulling levers and making steam noises.  In his eyes, 
the #9 is literally coming back to life.  But don’t be fooled, when Fletcher is not daydreaming about the good ole days of Steam, he 
is out turning wrenches with the rest of us.  Fletchers’ family stopped by Saturday, and we all went out for a birthday supper, opened 
some presents, and a large crowd of Museum volunteers were on hand to sing him Happy Birthday.  Thanks for keeping us young 
Fletch, and Happy Birthday.    
And a HUGE thank you to ALL volunteers and vendors that have helped us get the #9 to the point she is at now.  Please continue to 
watch over winter, as we will be tackling small projects here and there, and will keep you updated with those and more.                                                                                                                                      

Buttoning Up D&R #9 for the Win-
ter October 29, 2021  Update text and 

photos by Jason Reiman 

October 16-17, 2021; Fletch and his 
crew had a great weekend during the 
last volunteer session this year on the 
D&R #9.  Fall is here, so we did what 
most folks in Wisconsin do; buttoned 
up and prepared.  In hopes of not los-
ing the great progress we made on the 
#9 in the last 6 months, we wrapped 
the locomotive and tender in layers of  

Duluth, South Shore & Atlantic DULUTH Sleeping Car Restoration 2021 Progress Report 

February 4, 2022 
Photos and additional information on the progress made on the DULUTH Project during 2021 follows.   

Continued on next page: 

https://www.midcontinent.org/buttoning-up-dr-9-for-the-winter/
https://www.midcontinent.org/buttoning-up-dr-9-for-the-winter/
https://www.midcontinent.org/buttoning-up-dr-9-for-the-winter/
https://www.midcontinent.org/duluth-south-shore-atlantic-duluth-sleeping-car-restoration-2021-progress-report/
https://www.midcontinent.org/duluth-south-shore-atlantic-duluth-sleeping-car-restoration-2021-progress-report/
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View of the sleeping compartment showing the woodwork that has been stripped during 2021  A crate containing (5) of the upper 
completed berths being loaded  

Photos above and additional information on the progress made on the DULUTH Project during 2021 follows.   
Completed the construction and finishing (staining/varnishing) of the (6) new upper berths Completed the construction and finishing 
(staining/varnishing) (6) new lower berth seat ends Applied final finish (stain/varnish) to the (4) original upper berths Delivered all of 
the completed berths, seat ends, seat cushion frames to the museum.  
 
Very good progress was made on the DULUTH project in 2021 thanks to a great crew of volunteers,contractors and hired help. The 
primary focus was to work on restoring the 10-section sleeping compartment but a lot of other areas and parts of the car were also 
worked on during the year. The most noticeable progress on the car has to be the interior woodwork that has been stripped of its 120 
year old varnish and shellac. What has reappeared is beautiful mahogany and marquetry throughout the car. Another significant mile-
stone for 2021 was the upper sleeping berths and lower berth seat ends, as they were completed and delivered to the museum. This 
included six replicated upper berths and four restored (original) upper berths. The berths are absolutely beautiful and we look forward 
to the day when they are reinstalled in the car. Underneath the car significant progress was made the air and hand brakes. As of the 
end of the year we now have functioning air brakes and the hand brake system is 95% complete. 

                          Traveling to the 1953 Boy Scout Jamboree Part I  by Bill Dredge Mar 18 2022                                                          
                                                             I was 15 years old at the time of the Convention. 
Prior to July 19 1953 I had made four round trips to Chicago from Minneapolis using the Burlington’s Morning Zephyrs. Now for 
the first ‘Big trip’. On July 10th of 1953, I went to the boy Scout Jamboree on a special train beginning on the Great Northern to 
Seattle, WA, with the following consist. One half of a four-unit F-7 diesel, two heavy weight baggage cars, (one for storing our 
tents etc) and one with an extended picnic table where we would eat. Our food was prepared in an ex-army kitchen car, and we eree 
provided with the luxury of seven or eight un-airconditioned heavy weight tourist sleeping cars.  
 
Enroute to Seattle we made these stops: Minot ND for servicing, Wolf Point MT,  for a rodeo and saw the east bound ‘Empire 
Builder’ roll by. We got back on the train for overnight, and the next morning we were at Glacier Park (my first view of the moun-
tains). They took us off the train and put us on the Parks vehicles called ’Jammers’ for a Going to the Sun road tour of the park, and 
then we reboarded the train at Belton (West Glacier). We stopped for servicing at Whitefish MT. The next service stop in early 
evening wa Spokane, WA. Then is was bedtime. Before arrival in Seattle we saw Puget Sound.  
 
Atter arrival in Seattle, we hiked down to the ferry boat going to Victoria BC, We were given a tour of the city, then back to Seattle. 
We had some ’free time’ before going back to ’King Street Station’ for an overnight ride to Portland OR for a brief city tour.  
 
We left Portland on the SP’s Shasta route, with a few more cars (possibly from boy scout councils) behind a ’daylight’ 4400 series 
steam locomotive. When we got beyond Eugene OR we also picked up a ’Cab Forward’ helper engine for our climb up the Cascade 
Mountains to Klamath Falls, OR. We met the northbound Shasta Daylight and then saw Mt Shasta, and soon after that it got dark.  
 
The next morning we arrived at the “Oakland Pier” and took a ferry boat to San Francisco for a tour of the city. We had lunch at the 
Presideo Army Facility. We had some free time and then went to the Ferry building and then boarded the boat back to Oakland 
Pier. Then we boarded the train for an overnight trip to Santa Ana CA where we de-trained for a bus trip to Irvine Ranch (now the 
city of Irvine CA). At the time of the Jamboree, Irvine Ranch was lots of sand, and kind of hilly. For the next 10 days we participat-
ed in boy scout activities of sleeping in tents, and cooking our meals outside. So much for going to the Jamboree in ’Tent City’.  
Return to Minnesota will be in the next Newsletter.        
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AAPRCO NEWS BRIEFS 

March 2022  Volume 10 Issue 3 Provided by John Goodman 

Washington Update by Ross Capon 
Gulf Coast passenger service: AAPRCO President Tony Marchiando on February 25 submitted the following comments to the STB 
in the Gulf Coast Amtrak/CSX case (Finance Docket 36496): The American Association of Private Railroad Car Owners strongly 
supports efforts to expand intercity passenger rail service in the U.S. and appreciates that this is a priority of the Biden Administra-
tion. In particular, we believe that the long-anticipated, twice-daily New Orleans-Mobile service will fill an important void in Amtra-
k’s network. Thank you for considering our views. The STB delayed the evidentiary hearing to April 5-6 (from March 9).  Click here 
for instructions if you or your organization would like to file comments.  
 
The FRA seeks comments on 16 questions it has posed regarding the IIJA’s Corridor Identification and Development Pro-
gram. Click here for FRA’s four-page Federal Register document with the questions. Your answers, that is, written comments on 
this Request for Information (RFI), must be submitted on or before March 9, 2022.  If you have points you believe AAPRCO should 
make, please let me know. From RPA: “A robust response from stakeholders will be helpful in guiding the FRA.  If you are currently 
working on this RFI for yourself or another organization, please contact RPA VP Policy Sean Jeans-Gail ; Rail Passengers is current-
ly drafting a response, and to the extent they can help coordinate responses with other stakeholder organizations, “we’re willing and 
ready.” Click here and scroll down near the bottom to see IIJA Section 22308, “Corridor Identification and Development Pro-
gram.” FRA, incidentally, plans to address long-distance routes under both this section and, of course, in the Section 22214 “Amtrak 
Daily Long-distance Service Study.”     
 
White House IIJA Rail Program Webinar: I attended this on February 28. Federal Railroad Administrator Amit Bose indicated 
that IIJA contemplates bringing all Amtrak stations into ADA compliance. He said the Section 22214 study has already started. On 
the freight side, he noted that the National Academy of Sciences is required to study train lengths, and FRA has reinitiated a mini-
mum crew size final rule process: “In our view, the longer trains require a minimum crew size.”    
 
Potential Revival of Amtrak’s North Coast Hiawatha. A serious effort is underway to reinstate service on the old Northern Pacific 
route across southern Montana and North Dakota – the route traversed by Amtrak’s North Coast Hiawatha (NCH) from June 5, 1971 
(a little over a month after Amtrak began operations) to October 5-6, 1979. The train ran tri-weekly west of Minneapolis/St. Paul ex-
cept it operated daily during the 1974 Thanksgiving travel period and the Christmas/New Year’s holidays in 1972/73, 1974/75, 
1975/76, and 1976/77. It also ran daily during the summer months each year 1974-1977. For most of this period the Empire Builder 
operated daily, but from September 1977 until the Hiawatha’s last run in 1979, the two trains combined for a daily Chicago-Seattle 
round trip with  the Builder running on the four “non-Hiawatha” days.   
The Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority (BSPRA) is the first agency created under a 1993 Montana law which allows counties to come 
together and establish a regional rail authority, thus BSPRA – which also favors restoring Amtrak’s Pioneer – is a subdivision of 
state government and is the only such entity between Minnesota and the West Coast. BSPRA is on Facebook and Twitter.  
 
The Rail Passengers Association devoted its February 23 afternoon webinar to the subject. BSPRA Chairman and Missoula County 
Commissioner Dave Strohmaier described BSPRA’s efforts and RPA President & CEO Jim Mathews presented findings of RPA’s 
study of the economic impact of restoring the Hiawatha.   
 
From RPA’s presentation: “Rail Passengers assesses that restoring the North Coast Hiawatha as a daily Amtrak service would gener-
ate $271 million each year in economic benefits to the seven states served while costing Amtrak roughly $68 million per year to op-
erate – a cost offset 66% by collection of $41 million each year in fares and other customer revenue. As many as 426,000 passengers 
can be expected to take this train each year once it reaches a steady state of operation, including perhaps as many as 29,000 new pas-
sengers who would not otherwise travel at all using any travel mode if the train did not exist.” Click here for the October 13, 2021, 
Missoula Current News article on the study.  
 
Strohmaier noted continuous efforts to restore the NCH ever since it was discontinued in 1979. These efforts by passionate advocates 
and groups, including resolutions from Missoula and other cities, lacked the governance structure to get it over the finish 
line. BSPRA was established in November, 2020, and first convened two months later virtually and in August 2021 in-person. The 
board consists of representatives from the 17 member counties and ex-officio representatives from Amtrak and from the Confederat-
ed Salish and Kootenai Tribes.   
 
BSPRA has a handsome video which includes clips with supportive comments from Senators Steve Daines (R-MT) and Jon Tester 
(D-MT). The authority has been in touch with allies in North Dakota and other states and parties from Calgary to El Paso, and is urg-
ing Secretary Buttigieg to form a Greater Northwest Passenger Rail Coalition—an effort that also was supported by North Dakota 
Gov. Doug Burgum (R) in late February.  BSPRA’s efforts have been covered by state, national and international media, including 
Zeit Online (Germany), Publico (Portugal), The New York Times and Calgary Herald.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9eglWRHWWrhCL27tCodejIIZ9FsPBRNt-dAoR3_kqKo8-RzvpPvAKiYlQENJi1mIktjfa5CmWllk20i0Ej47reN46syHcdmXZ_G5sDoL0qqgPhP3qee1RfHzh_m15UKq25NV6jbWFqHP81LV3BmrqLZLgYG9W4wsSes8UbGFvdKVYWz8g
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9eglWRHWWrhCL2l_dcQN5PlYIENWC-UlJDb5SL4mW5PIe3DmKzfvcO-Pkuu_BWn9jbbPJT3D6EM5089aPnkiu1P8I7ppdntUZE1fFWb8v6vLd8cY1jvdg0CyURt9v1onClXywCAgweKoaRFnS95B4aWW-1cfyR1ezuB7NxuxtqX7qe-Nm
mailto:sjeansgail@narprail.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9eglWRHWWrhCL2-k5dRqqAC8oGIrVGuX1Q4HPz8BT0Vg2ZRxSICsUrkr-FIZLERgsj6SCcmNqxH87PgUPy7B0q8ghG3UTT81WHHdLEsZuWB8Rfp6GI8eQscp7JUBJpsJyQH9-U0VZfdDuyTPMmjulVnG6sbK1zdrghMBR3QZ6efis47IK
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9eglWRHWWrhCL2PTJdRPBPMtGOO42a2x20YO5EZl7oecGRps6TF1aBY-AuKwjO65nrEIBb8XWLvv4Vagbrrhm0MODBrFg5nahsGw==&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2soDcpM_ZafP7qpQcLKKs3ku4_uKh28_yZw==&ch=VNs-O-Zy_jZ-
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9eglWRHWWrhCL2DcgVjO9tK5Awjd4n_J7F1vomeRQWYxrQMPSGdF2Yjvr_voRmn0Eq3mBXrDglYONXqpjpS0rKTk_cM9X-cG5OOjtzdIxpn1oh&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2soDcpM_ZafP7qpQcLKKs3ku4_uKh28_yZw==&ch=VNs-
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9eglWRHWWrhCL26MsMIvia3bDXJonF7eL6x6oFf2SwIp-zk46EjQuXvlFjCtqExvDeuIe4P7H7FViskSmP6piCG1ZuVtczARdRuJtfItAaLgFT&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2soDcpM_ZafP7qpQcLKKs3ku4_uKh28_yZw==&ch=VNs-
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9eglWRHWWrhCL2kF_oLLM9V-EZGLMmOJCuznAicmYM4X9P4PAOIzbsszFsRJdkSza1y35xv5949ugSOOQdahEWLUao_ZR9ED5gzH11-yzuP7q7Bro1BtnVrycRwO74k1qs-A0vlvnlRf4I4Pj3-tqr_Y-jOkRL7VQRxw==&c=purkYOH2
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The FRA called Strohmaier on Feb. 19 to assure him that the NCH will be included in the IIJA Section 22214 study of long-
distance routes not currently operating and with tri-weekly service.  
 
I participated by invitation in BSPRA’s executive committee meeting the morning of February 23. BSPRA has a good relationship 
with BNSF and, because of BNSF’s passenger experience and knowledge, believes that the impending return of this route to BNSF 
control will be helpful. I indicated that private car owners would love to see the NCH restarted, particularly in light of Amtrak’s 
2018 policy that restricts charter trains to regular Amtrak routes. Of equal interest to AAPRCO would be the establishment of on-
route access points, such as Livingston and Missoula (which are already set up for PVs), in contrast with the Empire Builder which 
has no access point between St. Paul and Portland/Seattle even though BN built tracks for private cars at Whitefish. BSPRA has not 
yet discussed PV access points but likely would if AAPRCO raised the subject.    
 
The Greater Northwest Passenger Rail Summit, planned for Billings on August 22-23, will bring together passenger rail organiza-
tions and advocates, local, state and federal elected officials and policymakers, host railroads and rail infrastructure experts to edu-
cate, innovate and coordinate for the restoration, expansion and enhancement of passenger rail service across the Greater Northwest/
Mountain West, from Wisconsin to Seattle/Portland. This will be at the Northern Hotel and culminate on the 23rd with a gala dinner 
at the historic Billings Depot. (Additional hotel rooms at group block rate available at DoubleTree by Hilton.)  
 
Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-OK), 87, will retire January 3 and has endorsed his chief of staff, Luke Holland, to fill out a term that ends in 
2027. The special election will be in November with the mid-terms. Inhofe is the top Republican on the Armed Services Commit-
tee. The Environment & Public Works Committee has jurisdiction over highways. Inhofe is its senior member and was chairman in 
2003-04 and the ranking Republican from 2005 to January 3, 2013. He also is on Small Business & Entrepreneurship. Inhofe was 
first elected to the Senate in 1994.  
  
Two More Will Leave the House: Rep. Ted Deutch (D-FL-22-Boca Raton/Margate/Coral Springs) is the 31st Democrat to an-
nounce retirement and Rep. Fred Keller (R-PA-12-Williamsport/Selinsgrove/Tunkhannock) is the 14th Republican. Keller, who 
would have had to run against a fellow Republican due to redistricting and Pennsylvania’s loss of a seat, joined Congress in mid-
2019 after winning a special election to fill the seat of Rep. Tom Marino (R) who resigned. Deutch, who is in his seventh term, will 
become CEO for the American Jewish Committee. Politico said, “the GOP-controlled Legislature is considering new maps that 
would keep [Deutch’s] district in Democratic hands.”  

More: Washington Update by Ross Capon 

March 2022 Volume 10 Issue 4  

President Biden on Friday, March 11, signed into law the FY 22 omnibus appropriations bill funding the federal government 
through September 30. The Senate passed it 68-31 late Thursday. The House had passed the bill in two parts (both by bipartisan 
majorities) on March 9 – military spending by 361-69 and the non-defense part by 260-171. Click here for the entire bill. US DOT 
(first part of Division L) starts on p. 1582; Amtrak grants begin on p. 1649.    
  
As in recent years, a joint (House-Senate) explanatory statement generally endorses House and Senate language “unless otherwise 
noted.” For the transportation/housing section, click here. Of particular interest, is this at page 49: “The agreement does not support 
proposals that will inevitably lead to long-term or permanent service cuts or segmentation of Amtrak's long-distance routes, which 
will lead to less service for rural communities.” A provision regarding Amtrak station restaffing reflects a union-approved agree-
ment which results in restaffing Raton, NM, and Dodge City, KS, instead of Lamy, NM, and Garden City, KS (due to issues with 
localities and station facilities).   
  
The private car/charter train report language accompanying the House and Senate bills stand. To see the House report language, 
click here and go to page 74. For Senate report language, click here and go to page 70. AAPRCO leadership recently met by Zoom 
with Democratic and Republican appropriations staff to express thanks for this language and request that similar language accompa-
ny the FY23 bills.   
  
This is how the omnibus bill’s rail and transit sections were summarized by the House Appropriations Committee:  
·Advances the safety and reliability of our passenger and freight rail systems by providing $3.3 billion for the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration, an increase of $504 million above fiscal year 2021. This includes $625 million for the Consolidated Rail Infrastructure 
and Safety Improvements (CRISI) grant program, $250 million above fiscal year 2021. It also provides $2.3 billion for Amtrak, 
$331 million above fiscal year 2021, including $874.5 million for Northeast Corridor Grants and $1.45 billion for National Network 
Grants.  
·      $16.3 billion for the Federal Transit Administration, including $13.4 billion for Transit Formula Grants to expand bus fleets 
and increase the transit state of good repair, consistent with the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA); $2.3 billion for Capi-
tal Investment Grants, $234 million above fiscal year 2021; and $504.3 million for Transit Infrastructure Grants and projects.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPEYlRNkRBbKPROSGT8kAbOtDgPqqdNDFt7hqYKxqiwM1vwFzTsJukInddR-0cKEDj_yGY5Fp1bcWuqgkCnCIMkEuImZXLS1VKI5iQ60KXEHL10bKKOV46OjfqmEwSfkRJpUqfWnKSe9Mxiokdlc6fOKaDoOyNJDCXBwqEqFwoRPepfv
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPEYlRNkRBbKPRtYl64cZFHj5Ps7FBeEIH_g9_Pt_G1EEWC8ns2uDlTtUuaxSLxWbQJbJpVtU5sb5s-PX-BGecIgrNajUIfVIt2rO8LlCD6NiIYQbjs-ggDJ-FEOKkCsXkRe9b2jGYpQyv674aaVet9iCu3PjPEwtfLe3ileC0ZHJ&c=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPO-rrHFFAV9wqVwzzmAN61lmw-84YzJbUypJNZY1-6AaQJh5R7R7uXMCmdx4HOlaz1Svv3Z7kp1LEs2yEt9aQAAXcYxH1zhs3jL2OSpMsWD72ObR0ZFaN4fO40HYMsp8mqKET-fmuuSHPan1NZijs22g_yKA40KU0DzkBVbxtBGGEWm
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPIdv0J-joqgzE2GAe8oefQftT7FxVAbu5bhZQkzjWaFx0lmFBhFjAPUvFpcpwon4_Yz3KfbmVJ1UYHmmtWpfz_PztRT_cPNC_o7-6F3p3d1QFURE55bP3y7LqMVXCRrfPT12Cc3y4myq03_4_spLYSVb2K39qQM71g==&c=8UuJhyNV
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My January 2 column noted that the IIJA “has $66B in guaranteed rail funding over five years [plus an] additional $34B which is 
just authorized.” Importantly, the FY22 omnibus appropriations law includes some (not all) of the “authorized” funds. Here is the 
breakdown for Amtrak: 
•     Authorized funds: $2.3B -- National Network $1.457B (vs. $2.3B authorized); NEC $875M (vs. $1.57B authorized)  
•     Guaranteed funds: $4.4B -- NN $3.2B; NEC $1.2B  
  
There also is considerable passenger rail funding (and funding potentially available to passenger rail) that does not go directly to 
Amtrak.  As RPA noted, “One key program to watch will be the Federal-State Partnership for Intercity Passenger Rail, which re-
ceived $7.3 billion to fund new and upgraded passenger service through a competitive grant program.” 
  
Part of the $1B guaranteed funding for the CRISI program will go to these passenger rail projects: 
•     Georgia DOT: Atlanta-Savannah EIS ($8M)  
•     Maryland Transit Administration: Improve Baltimore Penn Station ($5M)  
•     Village of Essex Jct., Vermont: Multimodal Train and Bus Station Redevelopment ($3M)  
•     Rhode Island DOT:  Kingston Train Station Intermodal & Parking Expansion ($2.5M)  
•     Vermont Agency of Transportation: White River Jct. Station Platform Reconstruction ($800K)  
•     City of Ypsilanti, MI: Ypsilanti Train Station ($300K)  
  
There is also $750K to study Reading-Philadelphia passenger rail, and $600M for a new grant program focused on eliminating rail-
road/highway crossings.  
 Gulf Coast follow-ups: The process of submitting comments to the Surface Transportation Board (STB) [my Mar. 1 column] also 
involved sending the comments to 200+ “parties of record.” This required individually highlighting email addresses from a “non-
Excel” document and pasting those addresses into an email “to” field—actually, pasting them first into a Word document for future 
reference and possible use. For the five politicians whose email addresses did not appear on the Service List, this meant generating 
mailing labels and scrolling through them to find those five. This work was completed March 11.  
  
To sign RPA’s petition in support of the Gulf Coast service, click here. 
  
Canadian Pacific continues as Amtrak’s No. 1 Host Railroad: RPA is highlighting this quote from CP President and CEO Keith 
Creel, on receiving an award at a Chicago Union Station ceremony “in recognition of the railroad’s industry-leading ‘A’ grade for 
keeping Amtrak’s service on-time for the sixth year in a row”: “[Canadian Pacific] is pleased to continue to support Amtrak and its 
infrastructure projects to provide capacity needed to accommodate additional service and thankful to Amtrak for its support of our 
historic combination with Kansas City Southern.” The “additional service” is a reference to Baton Rouge-New Orleans. As Bob 
Johnston of Trains reported December 8, “A senior Canadian Pacific official [James Clements, senior vice president of Strategic 
Planning and Technology Transformation] told New Orleans and Baton Rouge, La., civic leaders on Wednesday that the railroad 
will permit a single passenger round trip between the two cities, without any infrastructure improvements, if CP’s merger with Kan-
sas City Southern is approved by the Surface Transportation Board.” Click here for a March 10 PR Newswire release from Canadi-
an Pacific.  
 
Ukraine: Pittsburgh-based Railroad Development Corporation is among those running extra trains to accommodate refugees. Click 
here for a fascinating report about how Ukraine’s own railways keep running, quickly rebuilding bombed trackage.   
  
Keep Trains Editor Jim Wrinn in your prayers as he fights cancer. Mike Schafer, editor of Passenger Train Journal, notes that “Jim 
has been suffering from this for over a year, and it’s been quite a struggle, though he’s been able to keep up with his duties as Trains 
editor.  Give him all the support you can. We’re with you, Jim!” 

More AARPCO news  Passenger Rail News 

CSX Requests Delay in STB Hearing on Amtrak Gulf Coast Case  

CSX petitioned the Surface Transportation Board (STB) on February 23 to postpone for a month its scheduled evidentiary hearing 
in the case concerning Amtrak's proposed Gulf Coast service.  
 
In its filing, CSX officials said that other parties involved in the case — Norfolk Southern Railway, the Port of Mobile and Amtrak 
— do not object to rescheduling the hearing from March 9-10 to sometime in the first full week of April. "Granting this request for 
a three-week delay to the hearing will avoid any prejudice to CSX's ability to put on an effective case in chief," the filing states. 
 
CSX made its request after STB members said last week during a pre-hearing conference that the evidentiary hearing is likely to last 
more than two days based on the estimated examination time for witnesses, and opening and closing statements. CSX has proposed 
a hearing date of April 5-6, with April 7 reserved should a third day be necessary. In an email, an Amtrak spokesman confirmed the 
railroad does not object to CSX's motion. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPEYlRNkRBbKP-MEhFSuMa6kBbLa5-e5IvNFEN1Oy1i8F0D1XHr6G3zHx2pNuJZSF4mABBfa_WsSuteWGKkAucmYuGrqThBAK9MHzwKnbxxUkHMF9TMjPfgxiFDGb3xMIbhWzhxe-VsoRevNKA7pVjhkKFLzfe3-iOYPV6sQtX572x6Y
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPEYlRNkRBbKPRz9EKX3_xpcRhdXfmUBjHErnONbBMpGuvJ526YSiSgdTmujz6RBwXtIiAupmQj6fjzfxqRNlJIrG_ubGAFNfdL1weVd5rVlfsAKjD_uybFUQjSyYCE3BdZPuYSFbOLVMYsaiU8nyH5DpmmJkp7X5U_ytyrYHbcBRc0i
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPEYlRNkRBbKPWUBTF9oqiXiwL5Cx5yUNzS63ukbhzSA7UK31qkQ6Xq9kL0470iyvMu79a5feyvjmc3ExEcfkrCbASJax33ebOz2WkuAyGnWmW8rRNMbadowIsuRtVOdgRexxX2CVObkiJ_nf7pAnucy4p18OGA2DZTxFUGBFpirXA3G
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9egoPBdLlKvW4GSYR7WqnOran1YimyTxWHjROpvp-v1Lanj-YxVJ55WPsrM9gAYfrgGMtPlNMUUiLt-B5Bp6NVn-U=&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2soDcpM_ZafP7qpQcLKKs3ku4_uKh28_yZw==&ch=VNs-O-Zy_jZ-Roge_ra2fc3n
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9eglWRHWWrhCL2oObVljW4u7dEaxjRIdD65Cdj_CKiW46cXh6ni6EyS23cRvl2aCQv6x8XAH-QNw141tOKvaAE6CVX2lv1Ew3xjs5rvwRvPkGYPg75zq7UorTfqLXNgAYfi90T6WMS8gYtViRFZmCwIJPwuKvVUpuRwkRsHXlKFT-72s9
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Amtrak Begins Baltimore Penn Station Construction 

The Penn Station Partners development team will 
preserve the historic character of the station while 
making modern changes. Photo – Amtrak 

Construction has begun on a project to upgrade Penn Station in Balti-
more, Amtrak announced late last week.  
 
To date, the construction includes the installation of scaffolding, fencing and 
materials around the station exterior. The installations are part of a state-of-
good-repair project that will enhance the station’s appearance and increase 
overall functionality, Amtrak officials said in a press release.  
 
Essential core and shell improvements are tentatively scheduled to begin in 
summer. 
 
The Penn Station Partners development team will preserve the historic charac-
ter of the station while introducing modern changes, Amtrak officials said. The 
station's now vacant three upper floors will be renovated for office use. That 
work is scheduled to be completed in summer 2023.  

A station expansion is planned to be integrated with the existing station to accommodate a high-speed rail platform — using Amtra-
k’s new Acela trains — with more modern functionality and increased capacity. Construction is expected to begin this fall. 
 
"Once it is fully renovated and repurposed, Penn Station will serve as the prominent anchor for all future development that springs up 
on the adjacent properties while remaining the lively beating heart of the vibrant surrounding neighborhoods," said Dennis Newman, 
Amtrak's executive vice president of strategy, planning and accessibility. 

Moorman, Foote, Gardner Testify at STB Amtrak Hearing 

Former NS and Amtrak CEO Charles 
"Wick" Moorman testified yesterday at 
the STB public hearing on Amtrak's 
petition to operate Gulf Coast passen-
ger-rail service. Photo – STB/YouTube 
(screenshot)  

Track-sharing agreements between Class Is and Amtrak can benefit both sides if the parties 
involved are open to transparency and collaboration, the former president and CEO 
of Norfolk Southern Railway (NS) and Amtrak told the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) on February 15th.  
 
During the second day of a two-day public hearing on Amtrak's application to relaunch 
Gulf Coast service, the STB heard from Charles "Wick" Moorman, who served as NS pres-
ident and CEO from 2005 to 2015, then a year later took what would be a 16-month stint as 
Amtrak's top executive. Moorman's background as a former CEO of a Class I and Amtrak 
gave him a unique perspective on the case now before the STB, in which Amtrak has peti-
tioned for its trains to run on what is mostly CSX track between New Orleans and Mobile, 
Alabama.   
Amtrak has not offered Gulf Coast service since Hurricane Katrina damaged rail infrastruc-
ture there in 2005. Amtrak wants to offer two daily roundtrips between the cities, but CSX 
has said passenger service on its line would hurt freight-rail traffic in the region. 

In his testimony, Moorman told the board that when he was CEO at NS, the Class I was able to reach an agreement with Amtrak, 
Virginia, and North Carolina that resulted in a significant expansion of Amtrak service in those states. 
 
"I felt then, and I still feel now, that these agreements were a win-win for Norfolk Southern, Amtrak, and the people who live in Vir-
ginia and North Carolina," he said. "The Amtrak services have been very successful, attracting high ridership leading to additional 
service increases. And, very importantly, there has been significant public investment in Norfolk Southern's rail lines as a result of 
the Amtrak services." 
 
Moorman got involved in Amtrak's Gulf Coast discussions in 2017, after conversations between the parties had been going on for a 
few years. Then Amtrak's CEO, he "made a commitment" to the Southern Rail Commission and U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Miss.) 
that Amtrak would support restoration of Gulf Coast service, he said. For years, Wicker and the Southern Rail Commission have ad-
vocated for Amtrak's return to the Gulf Coast. 
 
During Moorman's time as Amtrak CEO, CSX was seeking over $2 billion in infrastructure investments to restore service from New 
Orleans to Jacksonville and add a second train from New Orleans to Mobile. At the same time, CSX was claiming that it was 
"virtually impossible to add Amtrak service on the line because the Class I couldn't meet the 80% on-time performance standard" as 
required under federal legislation, said Moorman. 
 
"I was optimistic at the time that Amtrak would be able to reach an agreement with CSX, given the experience I already had working 
out agreements between Amtrak and the states when I was at Norfolk Southern," he said. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9egtJKpYQQ1r4DBcNSEnTyGGd9WfnpRhkUnIjLHDpmQboqeJl9iVSpIpbw6LoH4D29Gui4SMngSGm_2N5DwFHGa6m6Zly17KyKRYP5c-K2-4Ww5_r3Oyn9klQy0N618SsJWg==&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2soDcpM_ZafP7qpQcLKKs
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9eglWRHWWrhCL2p_T_Hs0fcIweZYfmsRttedd5YsFsPZ_62-7hF3GUL0jo3qtYwJACm8qTFK9XcMN6LH2Dx57EZMRbHIkC0xnjo-laW_QYTY1Q&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2soDcpM_ZafP7qpQcLKKs3ku4_uKh28_yZw==&ch=VNs-
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9eglWRHWWrhCL2p_T_Hs0fcIweZYfmsRttedd5YsFsPZ_62-7hF3GUL0jo3qtYwJACm8qTFK9XcMN6LH2Dx57EZMRbHIkC0xnjo-laW_QYTY1Q&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2soDcpM_ZafP7qpQcLKKs3ku4_uKh28_yZw==&ch=VNs-
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9eglWRHWWrhCL2pEQN3mrxlMjnefPmUhb1yExau88LD4woO7hxmCwX6glXy-lV1PQwq43MNSQciuHnFoUIMR2v--fFnVJOWLS0XSvMvLl9M8-MlSb-GAMnxySFrNBgNxC8tWJZA26KcL6644TTMuAdMVQ=&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9egtJKpYQQ1r4DBcNSEnTyGGd9WfnpRhkUnIjLHDpmQboqeJl9iVSpIpbw6LoH4D29Gui4SMngSGm_2N5DwFHGa6m6Zly17KyKRYP5c-K2-4Ww5_r3Oyn9klQy0N618SsJWg==&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2soDcpM_ZafP7qpQcLKKs
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9egoPBdLlKvW4G9XTzfTvvM98G_jFSS-P-g95ulCDeB754tVtks4flGujaSQhf6arfndi765bzQOLWs8VWXTC72AE9gvIuTyPQGtXhJHTRWPUI41fnGN9H0m4vkZssJxKuZxu9Yy5m-J3C&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2soDcpM_ZafP7
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9egoPBdLlKvW4GSYR7WqnOran1YimyTxWHjROpvp-v1Lanj-YxVJ55WPsrM9gAYfrgGMtPlNMUUiLt-B5Bp6NVn-U=&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2soDcpM_ZafP7qpQcLKKs3ku4_uKh28_yZw==&ch=VNs-O-Zy_jZ-Roge_ra2fc3n
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9egoPBdLlKvW4GSYR7WqnOran1YimyTxWHjROpvp-v1Lanj-YxVJ55WPsrM9gAYfrgGMtPlNMUUiLt-B5Bp6NVn-U=&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2soDcpM_ZafP7qpQcLKKs3ku4_uKh28_yZw==&ch=VNs-O-Zy_jZ-Roge_ra2fc3n
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151e4gpsEn_CmdEPprgk70dZk7IXv0EQzTIX_dbPmdAArWHC_jI9egjUZE5r_ZdHWuFxmqDAAs5Viv-cBgxJ_4XMS4XqHndNXPSuA1gHs8XGwl6y6H5O-AfCWrjROb3fba3S8v_aOBCUajdR2cECbfkGzZnT06rCznk2x44Z8G_8=&c=purkYOH236dSBNrkgfn2soDcpM_ZafP7qpQcLKKs3ku4_uKh28_y
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Moorman said he reached out to CSX's then-CEO Hunter Harrison to discuss the details, but unfortunately Harrison died before the 
two could meet. By the time he left Amtrak as CEO later that year, "it seemed increasingly apparent that there wasn't going to be an 
agreement with CSX," Moorman said. 
 
"And now it appears four years later, at least to me, that very little has changed," he added. "That is very unfortunate. While negotia-
tions over these types of projects is never easy, they shouldn't take forever. If you have reasonable people on both sides, they can get 
done — and I have seen this happen many times." 
 
A neutral party needs to develop a resolution, and the STB is the right entity to do that, Moorman said. 
 
"There is a real need for passenger-rail service, particularly in the South," he said. "Our highway system is overcrowded in many are-
as and in an increasing state of disrepair. The appetite for good, environmentally friendly transportation alternatives is growing." 
 
As Amtrak CEO, Moorman regularly rode the railroad's Lynchburg-to-D.C. train from his Charlottesville home to Washington, D.C. 
The success of that route was a driver in Virginia's recent "audacious plan" to invest $3.7 billion on improving passenger-rail service 
in the state, including the construction of a new Long Bridge over the Potomac River — a feature that will benefit CSX, he said. 
 
Until the Amtrak Lynchburg service started in 2009, Virginia had little Amtrak service other than a few long distance trains, he not-
ed. 
 
"The one thing that I've seen in Virginia is that once states see the benefits of passenger-rail service, they can't get enough of it," 
Moorman said. "I expect that will also be the case on the Gulf Coast." 
 
Moreover, the expansion of passenger-rail service in Virginia did not hurt the Port of Virginia's freight-rail service — something that 
he initially was concerned about while CEO of NS. "But [NS] worked collaboratively with Amtrak on what [rail] capacity was re-
quired for the service, that capacity was installed, and initiation of Amtrak service to Norfolk in 2012 over the NS line did not have a 
detrimental impact on the port," he said. 
The STB also heard from CSX President and CEO James Foote and Amtrak President and CEO Stephen Gardner. 
 
Foote testified that his company is not against passenger-rail service along the Gulf Coast. CSX hopes the STB can help facilitate a 
partnership among the railroads, stakeholders and others so that goal can be achieved, he said. 
"I am urging the board to be a voice of reason here," Foote added. "Amtrak is seeking to force its way onto our rail lines without con-
sideration of any of the impacts it would have on our existing and future customers and local communities." 
 
New infrastructure is needed to accommodate Amtrak's proposed service and that "should not be ignored," according to Foote. 
 
"Instead of working together as we have successfully done in the past, Amtrak has apparently decided it would be more politically 
advantageous to petition [the STB] to require us to initiate service without first providing for needed infrastructure to accommodate 
new Gulf Coast service or to reach any agreement on the proposition," he said. 
 
Foote suggested that Amtrak has a broader agenda than the Gulf Coast service: It wants to use the case "to create a new road map for 
imposing new passenger service without working with host carriers or local communities and without first adding necessary capaci-
ty." 
 
Meanwhile, Amtrak's Gardner disputed the notion that Amtrak has not wanted to collaborate with CSX on Gulf Coast service. Dis-
cussions on the issue go back to 2015, when the federal FAST Act created the Federal Railroad Administration-led Gulf Coast Work-
ing Group to plan passenger service restoration. The working group included Amtrak, CSX and the Southern Rail Commission, but 
CSX did not participate "in good faith," Gardner said. 
 
The Class I also disagreed with cost estimates for infrastructure improvements, Gardner said. While the working group estimated 
$100 million would be necessary, CSX put the cost at $1.1 billion. 
 
Also, in February 2020 when Amtrak agreed to CSX's and NS's request for a capacity modeling analysis that used the rail traffic con-
troller (RTC) model, it "quickly became apparent that the RTC modeling would serve no purpose other than to obfuscate and delay," 
Gardner said. 
 
"Given the clear congressional directive to re-establish service along the Gulf Coast, and realizing that only an STB order would 
make that happen, Amtrak saw no choice other than to initiate this proceeding," Gardner said. 
 
After the public comment portion of the hearing concluded yesterday, the STB held a pretrial hearing in the afternoon. The case's 
next phase will begin March 9 with an evidentiary hearing. 
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More than 300 people rode Amtrak’s Gulf 

Coast Inspection Train (pictured) from New 

Orleans to Jacksonville, Fla., in February 

2016, as part of an ongoing effort to restore 

passenger rail service along the Gulf Coast, 

which was disrupted by Hurricane Katrina in 

2005 and never resumed. (Marc Glucksman, 

Amtrak) 

STB Wants Parties to Address Amtrak Gulf Coast Matters 

Prior to April Hearing 
The Surface Transportation Board (STB) has directed Amtrak, CSX, Norfolk 
Southern Railway and related parties to be prepared to address several issues at the 
April 4 evidentiary hearing on Amtrak’s proposal to introduce Gulf Coast intercity 
passenger-rail service.   
At a preliminary hearing last month, the STB directed all the parties to contact the 
U.S. Coast Guard over the question of scheduling operations of movable bridges 
along the Gulf Coast corridor.  
Yesterday, the board informed Amtrak, CSX, NS, the Alabama State Port Authori-
ty and its Terminal Railway-Alabama State Docks to report on their meeting with 
the Coast Guard, as well as to address a renewed request by Amtrak for access to 
certain NS lines.  
The April 4 evidentiary hearing will address Amtrak’s request that the STB require 
CSX and NS to allow passenger-rail service between New Orleans and Mobile, 
Alabama. CSX and NS own the track that Amtrak would use to operate its service. 
The Class Is oppose Amtrak’s use of the line without certain conditions. 
 
Amtrak hasn’t operated passenger-rail service along the Gulf Coast since Hurri-
cane Katrina damaged rail infrastructure there in 2005. 

Amtrak President and CEO Stephen Gardner 
(right) presented CP President and CEO Keith 
Creel a plaque to mark the Class I's achieve-
ment in making sure Amtrak trains are on time 
when operating on CP's network. Photo – me-
dia.amtrak.com 

CP earns an 'A' for Sixth Straight Year as Amtrak Host  

Railroad 

Amtrak on March 10th recognized Canadian Pacific for earning an industry-
leading "A" grade for the sixth-consecutive year on Amtrak's annual Host Railroad 
Report Card, which ranks freight railroads for keeping Amtrak trains on time.  
 
Amtrak President and CEO Stephen Gardner presented CP President and CEO 
Keith Creel a plaque to mark the Class I's achievement. 
 
"We're proud of the Amtrak-CP partnership and we applaud you and your team’s 
continued commitment to providing outstanding service to our passengers," Gard-
ner told Creel, according to a press release. 
 
In addition to its strong dispatching performance from its Minneapolis-based rail 
traffic control center, CP was the first Amtrak host to certify schedules to measure 
on-time status at each Amtrak station, Amtrak officials said. 

In January, Amtrak and CP announced an agreement that calls for the two railroads to cooperate on Amtrak's plan for bringing new 
and expanded intercity passenger-rail service to the Midwest and southern United States. And given CP’s consistent record as an 
Amtrak host, Amtrak is supporting CP's proposal to expand its network in a merger with Kansas City Southern, Gardner said.  
 
"CP is pleased to continue to support Amtrak and its infrastructure projects to provide capacity needed to accommodate additional 
service and thankful to Amtrak for its support of our historic combination with Kansas City Southern," said Creel. 
 
CN also received an “A” grade on Amtrak’s 2021 Host Railroad Report Card. The other Class Is received the following grades: 
BNSF Railway Co., B+; CSX, B; Union Pacific Railroad, C+; and Norfolk Southern Railway, D-. 

Tri-state Passenger Rail Gets $31.8 Million Federal Grant 
Thursday, March 10, 2022, 10:01 AM, Frederick Krenske 

By Nick Longworth Published  March 9, 2022 5:00PM Transportation FOX 9 article 

In October 2021, the Midwest Regional Rail Plan proposed a "40-year vision" to create a high-speed rail system that would pass 
from Chicago, Milwaukee, Madison to the Twin Cities, along with other branches and cities in the Midwest. 

(FOX 9) - Rail lines that currently serve commuters from Minnesota, Wisconsin and Illinois could soon see improvements that dou-
ble available round trips, according to an announcement by both the Minnesota and Wisconsin department of transportation. 
Both states announced Wednesday a $31.8 million federal grant had been received for station and rail segment improvements to 
double passenger rail service and increase freight efficiency along the corridor that connects the Twin Cities, La Crosse, Milwaukee 
and Chicago. According to the announcement, the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago (TCMC) Intercity Passenger Rail Project will 
add a second daily passenger rail round-trip along the corridor shared by Amtrak Empire Builder and Hiawatha Service trains.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPKQUyFTfQVAmgtnf7EfrbqWayoxCRVFT4FaGtJ1kJw6Lm_E4sgJHyUytTpsoCdZAs7pIN0eeCZUgScofdyWM4ug=&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1PoljfQpZzHrJSCSBMpu9da1HA5VTzVZmO6rQ==&ch=hkf3ntyL8aDy0dZwfz4_X50n
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPMWMGTg2LXLrq7oVbnjnR3XyRf3WpiyzrdPC8sm9-vHfngIHBwHF2p2Wjk7qN8N2ZiJdou2hGVkKp250IFZD0mq7BuPgj35aSko-l96mhqJy4eQ7hn24he2CRrix6pXQZw==&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1PoljfQpZzHrJSCSBMpu9da
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPBXzsAf7sOSXLxKPLWKZrA_s1oHCuJooH49_SMx6Mq6lhjPElNrsSbEulwYC9DJlr-rbNjkgVWjoP6U3kfMtGSvSmTO2lQqa-exPNFSLQxZ00FxcPRZ1AyI=&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1PoljfQpZzHrJSCSBMpu9da1HA5VTzVZmO6
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPKQUyFTfQVAmc1IMAqmc5Jf4B9w77TEocDf2BMP4YpIhkjXqTn22PczbX5V50G6kulcFXABgx61_ei1G09EZJe0W5JyK2O6cWEKgif2ko1Dq-mJHJHaliBh1HRFJO4dlrl_iiCL5nBTW&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1PoljfQpZzHrJSC
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPKQUyFTfQVAmc1IMAqmc5Jf4B9w77TEocDf2BMP4YpIhkjXqTn22PczbX5V50G6kulcFXABgx61_ei1G09EZJe0W5JyK2O6cWEKgif2ko1Dq-mJHJHaliBh1HRFJO4dlrl_iiCL5nBTW&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1PoljfQpZzHrJSC
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPMWMGTg2LXLrq7oVbnjnR3XyRf3WpiyzrdPC8sm9-vHfngIHBwHF2p2Wjk7qN8N2ZiJdou2hGVkKp250IFZD0mq7BuPgj35aSko-l96mhqJy4eQ7hn24he2CRrix6pXQZw==&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1PoljfQpZzHrJSCSBMpu9da
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPKSXTS76U2s53HlFBM8benKrEIiHqzV34lAPx_fdIgtaxsF9KObMDXdTe1FFRAzcrr3uBRMzP59rXJasrjNoFCkYzhzQp3JK9ft7lS4kAO1yZNmj6-ijaTZjTXYH5zbEbRmvbQBpfrhK&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1PoljfQpZzHrJSC
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPEYlRNkRBbKPkH_e8DB6rns2luQB-r4JG4ORq6kaVbqWdknXNiWLxj-e7wXimZzQ4d_ebHLgjaeKbNP3-BDwUeNEw5Ylj8rlueWd2SBpllgOEuCpQ7CX89EQ00SdWh6Bi0IkVUZozCImEWRkUQPn_lgg3-SyOfjFtNSMICdJFrOBizB
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPEYlRNkRBbKPkH_e8DB6rns2luQB-r4JG4ORq6kaVbqWdknXNiWLxj-e7wXimZzQ4d_ebHLgjaeKbNP3-BDwUeNEw5Ylj8rlueWd2SBpllgOEuCpQ7CX89EQ00SdWh6Bi0IkVUZozCImEWRkUQPn_lgg3-SyOfjFtNSMICdJFrOBizB
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QJpLwfnyi_iIpZ-99513oEzcpbl_0-Qfxzl9L5UmN3X8zi2JqXBOPKSXTS76U2s5WXJk694OnokJRRI3rrx9khTDymfjlCUepGnzC--qvcU7iEhk6jpnkQA_cBtWA32_y0owf5hZIYJPfX3wE5jqIfCJzohmoEVGWV3hpoOUxw3W0gbjfJlfwmI3f-efzA0O&c=8UuJhyNVTmeFTSAUC1PoljfQpZzHrJSC
https://www.fox9.com/tag/transportation
http://www.fox9.com/


Volume 52 #4    Northstar Railway Historical Society     April 2022 

Page 19                                                                      Northstar News                                          April 2022 

Continued from previous page:  

When combined with the Empire Builder, the corridor will offer two daily round trips between St. Paul and Chicago, expected to 
begin in 2024.  
Rail improvements will ease train congestion, modernize sections of track and speed the movement of freight. 
"This has been a long time coming," said Minnesota Senator Dibble, who spoke at an event at the La Crosse Amtrak Station celebrat-
ing the completion of funding for the second daily train. "It’s a great day for transportation. Minnesotans deserve a modern transpor-
tation system built for the 21st century and I’m grateful for collaboration between states and public and private entities to get this 
second train up and running." 
The 411-mile corridor between St. Paul and Chicago will offer two daily round trips, with departures planned for each city in the 
morning and mid-day. The first year of service is projected to serve more than 124,000 riders.  
"This vital rail project came together because the federal government not only recognized its importance to the region, but the ex-
traordinary collaboration among states, local economic groups and freight and passenger rail," WisDOT Secretary Craig Thompson 
said in a statement announcement the grant. "The team effort we are celebrating today brings us a stronger and more diverse trans-
portation infrastructure." 
Improvements to the line are expected to save $34.7 million in freight costs over the next 30 years of operation. Grade crossing im-
provements will reduce gate-down times, and capacity improvements will increase efficiency. 
Once known as "Amtrak Joe," the Biden Administration has made expanding commuter rail lines a priority.  
In October, the Federal Railroad Administration proposed creating high-speed rail lines that would connect much of the Midwest 
including Minnesota. 
The Midwest Regional Rail Plan proposes a "40-year vision" to create a high-speed rail system that would pass from Chicago, Mil-
waukee, Madison to the Twin Cities, along with other branches and cities in the Midwest. 

Carload Considerations: Oil’s Sudden Rise Creates New Demand, Challenges for Frac Sand  
Trains Newswire By Chase Gunnoe | March 16, 2022 

Soaring price drives increase in shale-oil production 

Canadian Pacific GE ES44AC No. 8848 leads 

a unit frac sand train on the Kansas City 

Southern at Plano, Texas, on Feb. 19, 2022. 

(David Hawkins) 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — West Texas Intermediate oil has eclipsed $100 a barrel 
in recent days, a substantial comeback from the record-low, negative-$37.00-per-
barrel price during the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in April 2020. Oil’s rally, 
driven by a recovering economy and exacerbated by the Russian-Ukraine War is 
pressuring U.S. oil companies to increase shale production. This has oil producers 
seeking more sand used in hydraulic fracking. 
Frac sand has historically been sourced from Wisconsin and other Upper Midwest 
states, accounting for 70% of the silica “white sand” used in oil and gas fracking 
operations. It is typically hauled by railroads in unit-train and manifest service to 
the Permian region of West Texas, and to a lesser extent, the Utica and Marcellus 
shale regions. In recent years, suppliers have migrated to a lower-cost in-basin 
sand, known as “brown sand” that is closer to Permian oil and gas operations and 
therefore cheaper to transport. In-basin sand is moved by truck, helping producers’ 
production logistics and bottom lines. 
Oil producers and suppliers are accustomed to the volatile boom and bust of ener-
gy markets, but like many industries affected by the coronavirus, sand suppliers 
are struggling to keep pace with fewer people working in the mines and a shortage 

Tight supply is hurting growth in shale production at a time when domestic demand is strong. 
A Reuters article on Feb. 15, citing an oil and gas executive, reported that Tall City Exploration, a Permian oil and gas company, was 
looking at bringing in sand by rail due to its operations being hindered due to limited sand supply. Another executive noted that West 
Texas rail frac sand depots were busy, while local mines were out of supply. This was nine days before the start of the war in Ukraine 
put more pressure on the industry. If limited inventories of in-basin sand and a shortage of truck drivers persist, companies may have 
no choice but to lean more on rail-dependent sand from the Upper Midwest, which could lift Class I railroads’ carloads. 
According to the Association of American Railroads, carloads of non-metallic minerals, which includes sand as well as crushed stone 
and gravel, are up 17% year-over-year. Six of the seven Class I railroads have seen a rise in the commodity group, led by Kansas City 
Southern, up 47%. Union Pacific is up 37%, and BNSF Railway up 25%. In the East, CSX Transportation and Norfolk Southern, 
which serve the Marcellus and Utica shale regions, are both up 7% year-over-year. 
Canadian Pacific Railway’s sand business is up slightly. It is not clear if Canadian National’s sand business is up, as its nonmetallic 
minerals carloads are down 10% year-over-year. 
Continued uncertainty with the outcome in Ukraine will further influence oil prices; however, U.S. oil production’s momentum is 
anticipated to continue recovering toward pre-pandemic numbers. Right now, the U.S. is producing about 11.6 million barrels per 
day, down 10% from 13 million barrels per day in pre-pandemic March 2020. 
Oil prices are now 105% higher than before the pandemic. If oil prices remain elevated at these high prices, it’s possible that energy 
companies will be able to absorb the cost of moving sand-by-rail from the Midwest as a temporary solution until in-basin sand issues 
are corrected. And this isn’t to say railroads may not look at what opportunities exist for a short-haul play in moving in-basin sand. 
— Chase Gunnoe works in marketing & sales for the freight rail industry and is the author of Carload Considerations, a month-
ly Trains News Wire commentary series. It discusses the freight rail industry, commodities, and economic trends. Its views are the 
sole opinion of its author with no particular emphasis on a specific railroad or shipper. 

https://www.fox9.com/news/railroad-administration-proposes-high-speed-rail-from-chicago-to-minneapolis
https://www.fox9.com/news/railroad-administration-proposes-high-speed-rail-from-chicago-to-minneapolis
https://www.trains.com/authors/?_article_author=chase-gunnoe
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/oil-prices-soar-us-drillers-scramble-find-sand-fracking-2022-02-15/
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Two Years After COVID: Amtrak Lags, VIA Rail Hopes                                                                  
Railway Age Written by David Peter Alan, Contributing Editor March 23, 2022 Provided by John Goodman 

Amtrak and VIA Rail Canada took major hits in the two years since COVID-19 pushed much of the world into lockdown mode. 
Today, Amtrak’s service recovery has stalled, while VIA Rail is looking forward to something of a comeback under difficult cir-
cumstances later this spring; a comeback that has already begun in part. 

VIA Rail Photos: 

Railway Age recently reported on how rail transit is faring in the U.S. and Canada. It certainly spelled misfortune for transit in 
the two countries, although most local rail transit—subway and elevated lines, light rail and streetcars—has recovered to pre-COVID 
levels of service without recovering to similar levels of ridership or revenue. Regional railroads, still often called “commuter” rail-
roads, have not generally fared as well; although, as we reported, some are doing better than others.  

Continued on next page: 

https://www.railwayage.com/author/davidpeteralan/
https://www.railwayage.com/passenger/rail-transit-and-covid-19-two-year-mark/?RAchannel=home
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In addition, some have shifted to providing more evenly spaced service throughout the day; others have restored their old 
“commuting peak” schedules in an effort to bring back on board former commuters; and some have abandoned “off-peak” service on 
certain lines that used to run at those times. 
Editors and reporters at Railway Age and its sibling publications, Railway Track & Structures and International Railway Journal, 
joined to provide team coverage of the rail-related progress of the virus, which stopped much of passenger and freight railroading in 
its tracks. Since then, we have reported every six months on the slow recovery of the industry, particularly on events surrounding rail 
transit as well as Amtrak and VIA Rail, providers of rail corridors and long-distance trains. Amtrak was hard-hit, but a look at VIA 
Rail’s schedules during the period shows that it was almost obliterated. 
As the pandemic started to take hold, ridership on Amtrak plummeted, especially on the Northeast Corridor (NEC) and other corri-
dors. NEC service was slashed, including Acela trains, which were eliminated entirely for awhile. Other corridors had service cut to 
one or two round trips per day. The long-distance routes, which only ran once per day (except for a portion of one route) kept going 
until early October, when Amtrak slashed service on every route to three times per week. The sole exception was the AutoTrain, 
which remained scheduled every day, although it is only available to motorists who bring their vehicles along. 
 
Although ridership losses on the long-distance trains were less-severe than on the corridors, Amtrak killed 58% of its weekly 
runs. Railway Age ran a series collectively called Farewell, Long-Distance Trains? at the time and expressed concern that the 14 
trains in Amtrak’s long-distance network would soon be phased out. Congress intervened with money for Amtrak’s recovery and 
mandated that the trains which ran every day before the virus struck return to daily operation in time for the summer. Amtrak 
brought the trains back to daily operation in late May and early June. Ironically, Amtrak celebrated its 50th anniversary on April 
30 last year, when it ran the lowest overall level of service in its history. 
The daily operation was not to last. In January 2022, Amtrak announced that service on long-distance routes would again be slashed, 
although not as badly as when the railroad scaled down to tri-weekly operation for eight months in October 2020. This time, trains 
run for five days, with no service for the next two. On the Atlantic Coast, the Silver Meteor is suspended entirely, while the Silver 
Star and the Palmetto (a day train between New York and Savannah) still run every day. There were also cuts on the corridors, but 
Amtrak announced at the time that all the trains would be back by March 27; a promise that Amtrak did not keep. We reported on 
such cuts on Jan. 18—Omicron Forces Amtrak Service Cuts—including a list of days when each long-distance train runs. 
 
With little fanfare, Amtrak announced quietly on March 3 that many of the cuts would remain in effect. Daily service on a majority 
of affected trains would not be restored for at least another two months—maybe longer. Nine trains currently run on the five-day-a-
week schedule (as we noted, two that currently run daily and one that has been suspended are Atlantic Coast service trains, while the 
other two run tri-weekly and have done so for decades). 
Of those nine, only the Coast Starlight, Capitol Limited and Texas Eagle, will return to daily operation on March 28. The Lake Shore 
Limited, Crescent, City of New Orleans, Southwest Chief, California Zephyr and Empire Builder will continue to run on the days 
they run now. The suspension of the Silver Meteor will also continue. Amtrak is accepting bookings on any day for the six trains 
currently running five days per week and the Silver Meteor, beginning the week leading up to Memorial Day. Nevertheless, Amtrak 
spokesperson Marc Magliari told Railway Age that, even though Amtrak is allowing bookings on a seven-day basis, that is not a con-
firmation that all of the affected trains will actually run daily by that time. If they do not, it will mark the first time that long-distance 
trains that normally run every day will run on less-than-daily schedules during the busy summer season. Magliari referred to the 
schedule with the three trains running daily as the “spring schedule” and said that the “summer schedule” is yet to be determined. 
There will be an operational change accompanied by an equipment change in the spring schedule. The same sets of equipment will 
be used for the Trains 21 and 22, the Texas Eagle, as well as for Trains 29 and 30, the Capitol Limited. While the consists will run 
between Washington, D.C., and San Antonio, Tex., through Chicago, Ill., there will be separate ticketing for segments on either side 
of the Windy City. Magliari attributed the change to the shortage of employees on the operating and maintenance sides, as well as 
the fact that both trains are one-night trains, rather than taking two nights. 
 
Part of the rationale behind the change is to move the required 1,500-mile mechanical inspections from Chicago to St. Louis, Mo. 
That means a new schedule, with more layover time in that city. Schedules will change on the portion of the trip between Chicago 
and St. Louis, so they will remain the same south of there, on most of the route. 
Two short-distance corridors will return to full schedules on March 28: Hiawatha service between Chicago and Milwaukee, Wis., 
and the portion of the Empire Service route between New York and Albany. Other corridor trains that were cut in January are not 
coming back—at least not at the end of March. Trains 391 and 392, the Saluki, remains suspended. That was the round trip from 
Chicago to Carbondale, Ill., in the morning and returning in the late afternoon, for an evening arrival in the Windy City. Some shut-
tle trains between New Haven, Conn., and Springfield, Mass., have not returned, but Amtrak’s schedules on the line comprise only 
part of the service. The rest is provided by the Connecticut Department of Transportation’s Hartford Line. Some NEC trains have 
not returned, either. For example, Trains 66 and 67 between Boston, Mass., and Newport News, Va.—still known as the “Night 
Owl” unofficially—remain suspended. 
 
Amtrak’s continued service reductions may conflict with the Congressional mandate stated in §22210 of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (IIJA; also known as the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law or BIL).  

https://www.amtrak.com/home.html
https://www.viarail.ca/en
https://www.railwayage.com/passenger/intercity/eighth-in-a-series-can-you-still-get-there-from-here/
https://www.railwayage.com/news/amtrak-joe-marks-amtraks-50th/
https://www.railwayage.com/news/amtrak-joe-marks-amtraks-50th/
https://www.railwayage.com/passenger/intercity/omicron-forces-amtrak-service-cuts/?RAchannel=home
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That provision prohibits Amtrak from reducing service to less than daily on long-distance routes without giving at least 210 days’ 
notice to members of Congress who represent the districts where those trains run. Subsection (c) allows temporary reductions in the 
event of an “emergency,” which is normally triggered by an outage or by track work. The current “emergency” started in late Janu-
ary and was slated to last for nine to ten weeks. It has now been extended two more months for two-thirds of the affected long-
distance trains, and Amtrak has still not promised a date on which it will end and all affected long-distance trains return to daily 
operation. It appears that Amtrak considers the current shortage of employees to constitute an “emergency” for that purpose. For 
almost 20 months from early October, 2020 through at least late May 2022, there will have been only seven months when all long-
distance trains have run every day historically did so again. 
 
The spring schedule will not include Amtrak trains to Canada, either. Magliari said that restoring those trains requires getting crews 
qualified, including VIA Rail crews for the portion of Trains 63 and 64 (the Maple Leaf) between Niagara Falls, N.Y., and Toronto. 
The part of the route in New York state still runs. 
ervice on VIA Rail suffered even more than Amtrak’s throughout the past two years. Corridors in Ontario and Quebec that once 
hosted multiple trains were cut to one or two daily round-trips in 2020. The schedule has recovered somewhat, but is not yet back 
to pre-pandemic levels. 
The service recovery has had its ups and downs, though. Some trains were added last year, but on Jan. 19, 2022 the carrier reduced 
service on its corridor routes by one to three frequencies per day in each direction. In a Jan. 13 press release, VIA Rail reported that 
this “temporary service reduction in the corridor has been carefully planned in order to provide essential service on all routes.” 
Some of those cuts remain in effect, but the schedule at this writing looks better. The basic schedule calls for three daily round-trips 
between Montreal and Quebec City, four between Montreal and Ottawa, five between Toronto and Montreal and Toronto and Otta-
wa (with some adjustments for weekend schedules), three between Toronto and Windsor (actually Walkerville), and still only one 
between Toronto and Sarnia. 
 
The few long-distance routes in Canada fared worse. While the Hudson’s Bay between Winnipeg and Churchill, Manitoba, always 
ran (the name is now unofficial), the few other routes in Western and Atlantic Canada were suspended for some of the time, and the 
ones in the West now run only once a week: the Canadian between Toronto and Vancouver, the Skeena (the name is also unoffi-
cial) between Jasper, Alberta, and Prince Rupert, B.C. The trains from Montreal to Jonquiere and Senneterre, Quebec, now leave 
Montreal only on Fridays and return on Sundays. The train between Sudbury and White River, Ontario (on the original Canadian 
Pacific Canadian route) also only runs once per week: from Sudbury on Saturdays and returning on Sundays. The Ocean between 
Montreal and Halifax now runs twice a week, leaving both endpoints on Wednesdays and Sundays. It ran three times a week before 
the virus hit. The Canadian is slated to get a second weekly departure, too: leaving Toronto on Wednesdays (in addition to Sun-
days) and Vancouver on Fridays (in addition to Mondays). That was its pre-COVID frequency. 
 
On-board services were curtailed, as well. Food service was suspended on the train to Churchill, Manitoba, even though the trip 
from Winnipeg is scheduled to take 45 hours each way. On the Canadian, sleeping car passengers were required to stay in their 
rooms, except for breakfast and dinner in the dining car (lunch was delivered to their rooms). The 1954-vintage dome and lounge 
cars were closed on all the long-distance trains where they ran as part of the consist. In short, the experience that goes with rail 
travel was not offered. The Jan. 13 release that announced cuts in corridor services also said: “There will be no reductions in fre-
quencies at the moment on any other routes, but some on-board services have been modified,” while trains on non-corridor routes 
were running only once per week. 
 
Things seem to be looking up for some of the long-distance trains, though. According to VIA Rail, dome and lounge cars on 
the Canadian and the Ocean are again open, and berth accommodations are scheduled to become available on the Canadian soon, 
along with the deluxe staterooms called “Prestige Class” sleeping accommodations. As mentioned, schedules on that train and 
the Ocean will also increase to two departures per week, rather than only one. The trains to Senneterre, Jonquiere, White River and 
Prince Rupert will continue to run only once per week, instead of tri-weekly. 
In the long run, VIA Rail is in trouble, according to Railway Age Canadian Contributing Editor David Thomas’ Feb. 17 report. He 
reviewed VIA Rail’s three-year corporate plan and reported: “VIA Rail’s future depends upon a rapid rebound in domestic travel 
and global tourism to restore operating revenues, the beneficence of rival railways in renting track and station access, and above all, 
a greatly expanded largesse on the part of present and future national governments.” 
We don’t know what the future holds, especially in these uncertain times. The immediate threat of a new variant of the COVID vi-
rus coming back with a vengeance seems to have subsided, but nobody knows what will happen in light of the war in Ukraine. 
Travel on Amtrak and VIA Rail could boom this summer, or ridership could remain weak. 
We do know that VIA Rail is in trouble and has not restored some of the trains that ran until two years ago. The same holds for 
Amtrak, despite widely held expectations that Amtrak’s schedule and services in summer 2022 would look much like they did pre-
COVID. Time will tell. Our advice never seems to change: Ride all the trains you can while you know you still can. Anything can 
happen.  

https://www.railwayage.com/news/for-via-rail-an-existential-crisis/?RAchannel=home
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Hydrogen Hinted for Calgary-Banff Passenger Scheme                                                                         
Railway Age Written by David Thomas, Canadian Contributing Editor March 21, 2022 

A proposed 150-kilometer Calgary-Banff passenger rail service could include seven stops—Calgary International Airport, down-

town Calgary, Calgary Keith, Cochrane, Morley (Stoney Nakoda), Canmore and Banff—along a dedicated line built within the ex-

isting Canadian Pacific right of way. (Photo: Courtesy of David Duffin) 

Flush with cash, as its vast tar sands oil field suddenly lurched from environmental pariah to savior of western civilization, the Alber-
ta government is looking more favorably upon a scheme to build a new, independent passenger railway, connecting Calgary Interna-
tional Airport (YYC) to the Rocky Mountain’s global tourist destination, Banff National Park. 
While Vlad the Invader has partially redeemed the reputation of Alberta’s dirty oil, the railway promoters are dangling the prospect 
of clean, green, hydrogen propulsion as an added lure for government funding. The railway “has the potential to be hydrogen pow-
ered,” according to the promoter consortium, which includes a unit of the rail-friendly public pension fund, Caisse de dépôt et place-
ment du Québec. 
Off-the-shelf hydrogen trainsets, already in the catalogs of European railcar builders, would be ideal for the short, 150-kilometer (93-
mile) link between YYC’s currently rail-less terminal, Calgary city center, and Canadian Pacific’s (CP) picturesque Banff Station. 
Calgary is already the focal point for CP’s development of hydrogen locomotion and trackside fuel generation. Both the Alberta and 
Canadian governments are aggressively encouraging hydrogen generation, whether “grey” from natural gas, or “green” from wind 
and solar. 
The most compelling argument for train service from Calgary’s flatland airport to the peaks of the continental divide is the hope it 
would mitigate the traffic deadlock of Banff townsite in summer, while winter skiers could avoid the often snowblown TransCanada 
Highway. Indeed, the railway’s primary promoters operate one of the park’s ski resorts, as well as holding a long-term lease to Banff 
Station and surrounding rail lands. 
Alberta quietly engaged PricewaterhouseCoopers to undertake an economic benefit study for the C$1.5 billion project, submitted by 
Liricon Capital, Banff’s Rocky Mountain Outlook newspaper reported March 16. In addition to capital funding from the new Canada 
Infrastructure Bank and other institutional investors, the business plan calls for C$30 million in annual operating subsidy from Alber-
ta’s oil-soaked public purse. 
The line would parallel CP’s Laggan Subdivision on its wide right-of-way. The promoters secured a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) from CP last year, and such easy track laying could mean trains running by 2025. (In July 2021, a detailed MOU was re-
leased from Invest Alberta Corp., Alberta’s Ministry of Transportation and Canada Infrastructure Bank.) 
Support from municipalities and indigenous communities is strong, but environmental organizations are wary of increased potential 
for wildlife fatalities, and perhaps even more human congestion. 

Contributing Editor David Thomas is a reporter who has covered government and society since graduating from Ottawa’s Carleton 
University with degrees in political science and journalism. He has written for National Geographic, Maclean’s, The Globe and Mail, 
The Gazette, and The Canadian Press news agency from postings in Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec City, Toronto and London, England. 
“Railroading has been a personal fascination since a childhood timed fortunately enough to witness the golden years of steam on 
the late-to-dieselize Canadian National and Canadian Pacific,” he says. 

BLET, SMART-TD Seeking Arbitration Over BNSF Hi-Viz                                                                       
Railway Age Written by Marybeth Luczak, Executive Editor March 24, 2022 

In January, BNSF announced that after 20 years of no changes to its attendance guidelines, it would institute on Feb. 1 a new 
system called “Hi-Viz,” which is “designed to provide employees with real-time information and greater flexibility, so they 
can make informed decisions about their work schedules.”  The move follows a Feb. 22 U.S. District Court ruling that 
blocked a strike by the unions, which oppose the new policy and represent some 17,000 BNSF TYE (train and engine service) 
and Yardmaster employees  

https://www.railwayage.com/author/dthomas345/
https://www.cpr.ca/en/
https://www.railwayage.com/mechanical/locomotives/cps-hydrogen-locomotive-powers-up/?RAchannel=home
https://www.railwayage.com/passenger/calgary-banff-passenger-rail-project-advances/
https://www.railwayage.com/passenger/calgary-banff-passenger-rail-project-advances/
https://www.railwayage.com/author/marybethluczak/
https://www.railwayage.com/freight/bnsf-hi-viz-attendance-policy-rankling-rank-and-file/?RAchannel=home
https://www.railwayage.com/freight/bnsf-hi-viz-attendance-policy-rankling-rank-and-file/?RAchannel=home
https://www.railwayage.com/freight/bnsf-hi-viz-attendance-policy-rankling-rank-and-file/?RAchannel=home
https://www.railwayage.com/freight/class-i/judge-to-unions-no-strike-over-bnsf-hi-viz/?RAchannel=home
https://www.railwayage.com/freight/class-i/judge-to-unions-no-strike-over-bnsf-hi-viz/?RAchannel=home
https://www.railwayage.com/freight/class-i/judge-to-unions-no-strike-over-bnsf-hi-viz/?RAchannel=home
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The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen (BLET) and the SMART Transportation Division reported March 23 that 
they will “proceed as expeditiously as possible to arbitration” over BNSF’s Hi-Viz worker availability policy that took effect Feb. 1.  

As part of that ruling, Judge Mark Pittman also granted BNSF’s request for a preliminary injunction, saying the railroad “is likely to 
prevail over the union in arbitration and that a threatened strike would cause irreparable harm to the rail company from which it 
could not recover damages,” according to a report in the Fort Worth Star Telegram. “[The Feb. 22] ruling keeps the strike ban in 
place while the two sides negotiate over the availability policy … [Pittman] ruled that the dispute was ‘minor’ under the provisions 
of the Railway Labor Act (RLA).” 
The “minor” designation means the “resolution of the matter must be by arbitration,” BLET and SMART-TD said on March 23. 
“In considering a potential appeal of the District Court’s ruling, it was determined that an appeal could take another one to two 
years, and likely not result in a different decision,” they noted. “An appeal would not be the quickest, or most effective way, to stop 
the BNSF policy. The quickest and most direct way to challenge this policy is through a Public Law Board or Special Board of Ad-
justment, properly constituted under Section 3 of the Railway Labor Act. That board will have the authority to strike down either 
the entire policy or the most egregious parts of the policy much more quickly. The time frame will be months as opposed to years.” 
The unions said they have notified BNSF of “their intent to move the dispute forward pursuant to Section 3 of the Railway Labor 
Act.”  
In a March 24 statement to Railway Age, BNSF explained that its “new system will provide more predictability for our train crews 
while also providing more reliable crew availability, which is essential to meeting our customers’ expectations and the demands 
posed by an increasingly competitive global supply chain. Our program is designed to provide ample time for obligations outside of 
work, including planned vacations, personal leave days and unplanned absences, while ensuring that we have sufficient employees 
available to work. Based on initial feedback, BNSF has already modified the program. We look forward to continuing to work with 
our employees to gather input and refine the program if needed. BNSF team members drive our success and we couldn’t deliver the 
nation’s goods without them. We understand that change can be an adjustment, but we believe we can adapt together to meet to-
day’s competitive freight environment.”   

BNSF, J.B. Hunt to Expand Intermodal Capacity 
By Bill Stephens | March 16, 2022 

Partners to expand container, chassis, and railcar fleets as well as intermodal terminals 

A BNSF intermodal train, consisting almost en-

tirely of J.B. Hunt containers, travels along the 

triple-track line through Hinsdale, Ill., on June 

13, 2021. BNSF and J.B. Hunt are planning a 

significant expansion of their intermodal partner-

ship over the next few years. (Trains: David Las-

sen) 

FORT WORTH, Tex. – Longtime partners BNSF Railway and J.B. Hunt today 
said they will significantly boost intermodal capacity in the next few years by add-
ing containers, chassis, and well cars while expanding terminals and their capabili-
ties.  “Over the past few years, intermodal has been disrupted by increased demand 
and tight capacity, resulting in poor container velocity and long dwell times,” J.B. 
Hunt CEO John Roberts said in a statement. “Together, J.B. Hunt and BNSF will 
enhance their work to bring back the consistency and reliability customers expect 
with intermodal services and further embrace intermodal conversion and transload-
ing services.” 
 J.B. Hunt will increase the size of its container fleet by 40% within the next three 
to five years, bringing it to as many as 150,000 53-foot boxes. The company also 
will increase the size of its chassis fleet.  BNSF will expand intermodal terminals 
and provide property around terminals in Southern California, Chicago, and other 
key markets to increase terminal efficiency. BNSF also will expand its wellcar 
fleet to carry additional volume, including 1,250 well cars scheduled for delivery 
this year.  “More than 30 years ago, J.B. Hunt Transport Services and BNSF pre-
decessor The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Co. loaded a Hunt trailer 
onto a railcar to help usher in the modern age of intermodal freight transport,” 
BNSF CEO Katie Farmer said in a statement.  

http://www.bnsf.com/
https://ble-t.org/
https://www.smart-local.org/smart-transportation-division
https://www.trains.com/authors/?_article_author=bill-stephens
http://www.bnsf.com/
https://www.jbhunt.com/
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“BNSF’s industry-leading service combined with J.B. Hunt’s unparalleled intermodal product has set the standard for seamless door-
to-door service. We will raise the bar on service to the next level through technology and innovation as we further integrate our plat-
forms with real-time data exchanges. We want our customers to enjoy the best of both worlds: economical and environmentally 
friendly service delivered by transportation’s premium providers.” 
 Over the long-term, J.B. Hunt believes it can convert 7 million to 11 million highway shipments to intermodal. The company cur-
rently handles about 2 million intermodal loads annually. 
 Expansion is already under way at BNSF’s Cicero Intermodal Facility outside Chicago, where 400 parking spaces are being added 
as part of a multi-year project that includes additional production track and parking capacity to support growth. BNSF this year also 
will complete a multi-year expansion at its Alliance Intermodal Facility in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, including 1,100 new parking 
spots.  
 BNSF’s intermodal plans also include improving throughput at its terminals and coordination with J.B. Hunt. 
 “The relationship between JBH and BNSF creates a unique opportunity to jointly plan our operations to support supply chains and 
prioritize our joint customer’s cargo,” BNSF spokesman Zak Andersen says. 
 “JBH and BNSF have already been collaborating on managing flows from customer release to outbound rail loading at key loca-
tions in Southern California to improve rail throughput and maximize the potential of available rail capacity,” he says. “Additionally, 
we will have joint planning teams in Southern California and Chicago to optimize flows. These efforts will serve as a framework for 
systemwide optimization efforts.” 
 He adds: “At this point, we are in position to move several thousand more units per week than are currently being loaded directly at 
the ports on to rail, so we believe increasing rail use should be a key part of the nation’s greater logistics solution.” 
 BNSF has increased terminal capacity over the past year through a combination of process improvements and the addition of re-
sources including more workers, cranes, locomotives, and railcars.   
 “In addition to tactically collaborating on service execution, we also have teams that are strategically looking into market opportuni-
ties,” Andersen says. “We look forward to announcing new services in the weeks to come.” 
 The BNSF-J.B. Hunt announcement comes three months after Schneider announced it would shift its western intermodal traffic 
from BNSF to Union Pacific on Jan. 1, 2023. UP also has gained Knight-Swift and APL Logistics intermodal contracts. BNSF’s loss 
of the three contracts will help free capacity for growth with J.B. Hunt.  

            Missouri Eastern Railroad Commences Rail Operations 
             NEWS PROVIDED BY Jaguar Transport Holdings Mar 01, 2022, 18:11 ET 

JOPLIN, Mo., March 1, 2022 /PRNewswire/ -- Missouri Eastern Railroad (MER), a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Jaguar Transport Holdings (Jaguar), began rail operations on March 1, 
2022.  In January 2022, MER acquired approximately 42 miles of track located in the western portion 
of the St. Louis metropolitan area. In February 2022, it acquired leasehold rights to approximately 9 
miles of adjacent track owned by Union Pacific. MER's operations run from just west of Union, Mis-
souri to Overland, Missouri where it interchanges with the Terminal Railroad of St. Louis. 

"We are excited for the opportunity to begin serving customers in the St. Louis area," said Stu Towner, CEO of Jaguar. "The rail-
road's location in the center of the country with access to six class I railroads, multiple interstate highways, and the Mississippi 
River offers current and future customers tremendous reach across the United States." 
Missouri Eastern is the seventh shortline railroad for Jaguar, who has partnered with OPTrust, one of Canada's largest pension 
plans. Other Jaguar railroads include Cimarron Valley Railroad, Southwestern Railroad, Washington Eastern Railroad, Oregon 
Eastern Railroad, Texas Eastern Railroad, and West Memphis Base Railroad.   
 
About Jaguar Transport Holdings 
Jaguar is a transportation and logistics company headquartered in Joplin, MO. Since 2018, Jaguar has focused on safety, team cul-
ture, service to customers, and innovation to help drive its growth.  Jaguar operates seven short line railroads and multiple other 
rail served sites across the United States. Jaguar is partnered with OPSEU Pension Plan Trust Fund ("OPTrust"), which invests and 
manages one of Canada's largest pension funds and has significant experience investing in the surface transportation and logistics 
space. For more information, please visit www.jag-transport.com.   
 
About OPTrust 
With net assets of over $23 billion, OPTrust invests and manages one of Canada's largest pension funds and administers the 
OPSEU Pension Plan (including OPTrust Select), a defined benefit plan with over 100,000 members. OPTrust is a global investor 
in a broad range of asset classes including Canadian and foreign equities, fixed income, real estate, infrastructure and private mar-
kets, and has a team of highly experienced investment professionals located in Toronto, London and Sydney.   
SOURCE Jaguar Transport Holdings 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news/jaguar-transport-holdings/
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3459548-1&h=2189270079&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jag-transport.com%2F&a=www.jag-transport.com
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CP Asks Federal Regulators to Resolve Key CN Chicago Interchange Question 
By Bill Stephens | March 23, 2022 

Long-running dispute returns to STB after court ruling 

WASHINGTON – Canadian Pacific has asked federal regulators to determine whether the Belt Railway of Chicago’s Clearing 
Yard is a reasonable location to interchange traffic with Canadian National. 
It’s the latest twist in the Canadian railways’ long-running dispute over where to exchange traffic in Chicago. 
The U.S. Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals in December vacated an October 2020 STB decision which said CN could not unilater-
ally designate Clearing Yard as the railways’ Chicago interchange. 
The court sent the matter back to the STB, noting that a railroad can designate a third party — like BRC — to receive interchange 
traffic. The ruling also said the STB did not resolve the question of who should bear the cost of the BRC’s switching services. 
CN last month argued that CP should have to pay BRC’s switching fees for CN-bound traffic delivered to Clearing, just as CN pays 
the fees for CP-bound traffic handled at Clearing. 
But CP’s filing this week says that’s not the case, and sought to bring the matter full circle by asking whether Clearing is a reasona-
ble interchange compared to Spaulding, east of Elgin, Ill., where the railways exchanged traffic for more than a decade. Only after 
that determination is made, CP says, can the board then determine which railroad should pick up the tab. 
“The question of reasonableness of Clearing relative to Spaulding must take into account the fact that interchange at Spaulding en-
sures CP is able to keep its Bensenville Yard clear of CN interchange traffic when Clearing is struggling,” CP argues. “Keeping cars 
out of Clearing and Chicago helps protect CP’s and the terminal’s fluidity. As CN itself represented to the Board as a prime public 
interest justifying its acquisition of the EJ&E, the acquisition would allow CN to keep traffic out of the Chicago terminal area – and 
Clearing in particular – to the benefit of all stakeholders.” 
The BRC operating agreement requires each co-owner of the switching line to pay the BRC fees for traffic delivered to Clearing, 
CN contends. CP disagrees. 
CN’s argument conveniently ignores the fact that it voluntarily assumed the obligation to pay the BRC fees for CP-bound cars 
when CN asked CP to accept cars via the BRC rather than at CP’s preferred interchange location of Spaulding,” CP wrote. “CP 
continues to make its facilities at Spaulding available to receive cars from CN for free as the statute requires. Also CN’s argument 
ignores the fact that it is CN that is demanding that CP deliver cars to CN via BRC rather than delivering to CN’s interchange facil-
ities at Spaulding which are free to CP. And the change to Clearing in both directions is for CN’s benefit.” 
The railways’ dispute dates to May 2019, when CN sought to shift CP interchange from Spaulding, in Bartlett, Ill., to its own Kirk 
Yard in Gary, Ind. [see “Canadian Pacific, Canadian National locked in Chicago interchange dispute,” Trains News Wire, May 2, 
2019]. The daily interchange at Spaulding often blocked area grade crossings and tied up CN’s busy single-track main line. 
CP objected and asked the STB to intervene. CN and CP ultimately reached an interim agreement to move Spaulding interchange to 
Clearing, with CN temporarily reimbursing CP for the BRC’s switching fees until the STB reached a decision on the matter 
[see “Canadian National, Canadian Pacific settle …,” News Wire, Aug. 26, 2019]. When the board sided with CP, CN filed suit at 
the federal appeals court in Chicago [see “Canadian National asks federal court to overturn STB Chicago interchange order,” News 
Wire, Jan. 8, 2021]. 

Amtrak last week debuted the first two of 75 total ALC-42 

locomotives to be delivered through 2024 on the Chicago-

Seattle route. 

Amtrak Debuts New Locomotives on Chicago-
Seattle Route 

The locomotives began service by pulling the railroad’s westbound 
Empire Builder train. Part of Amtrak's sustainability initiatives, the 
new locomotives are more environmentally friendly than their 1990s-
era predecessors by reducing nitrogen oxide emissions by more than 
89%. They also reduce particulate matter by 95%, while consuming 
less fuel than the retired locomotives. Top speed is listed at 125 mph. 
 
Siemens Mobility developed the ALC-42 locomotive series in partner-
ship with Amtrak to haul heavier and longer trains during cross-country 
trips. The units were built at Siemens’ manufacturing hub in Sacramen-
to, California. The total cost of the 75 locomotives is nearly $850 mil-
lion, including supplemental maintenance support. The locomotives are 
expected to power trains on 15 different Amtrak routes across the Unit-
ed States. 

“From the first ACS-64 in 2014 to the latest Charger locomotive, Amtrak is a leader in sustainable travel for Americans,” said Mi-
chael Cahill, president of Siemens Mobility North America rolling stock, in a press release. “We are looking forward to seeing 
these Chargers safely transport millions of Americans across the nation.” 
[AllAboardRailDiscussion] Michigan, Charger woes. 

https://www.trains.com/authors/?_article_author=bill-stephens
https://dcms-external.s3.amazonaws.com/DCMS_External_PROD/1647974494133/304156.pdf
https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/02-canadian-pacific-canadian-national-locked-in-chicago-interchange-dispute/
https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/26-canadian-national-canadian-pacific-settle-chicago-interchange-dispute/
https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/canadian-national-asks-federal-court-to-overturn-stb-chicago-interchange-order/
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Despite Opposition, Becker County Approves New Gravel Pit in Toad Lake Township            
By Nathan Bowe February 17, 2022 05:33 PM Valley News Live Fargo ND 

It's not just a lake issue. I think if you go by the current mining operation, you'll see that it's a very large operation,” says Long Lake 
Association President, Tom Anderson. 
Some Detroit Lakes residents are upset, because a local gravel company wants to put a pit in their backyards. The pit would be near 
the Long Lake area, in southwest Detroit Lakes. People who live there are concerned about its impact on their economy and envi-
ronment, and they intend to make their voices heard. 
"The new mining operation we think is, number 1, bad for the environment and number 2, makes very little sense economically for 
Becker County," says Anderson. 
Tom Anderson has lived on Long Lake for about 7 years now. In fact, it’s always been a dream of his to own a house on the water. 
But after hearing about Strata Corporation wanting to put a gravel pit near his beloved lake, he was devastated. 
"The idea of having it expanding right into neighborhoods, mining below the water table on a spring fed lake and all the other 
things, I think they are items that need to be thought through very carefully," says Anderson. 
Strata already has a large gravel pit not too far from Long Lake. But the thought of adding another one to the existing system, has 
the people who live and vacation there, upset. 
"120 acres of the west shore of the lake and 1,800 feet of shoreline is owned by Concordia College and that's where the college does 
all kinds of research," says Anderson. 
Anderson tells us, he's also worried about the additional noise and dust this pit could bring to the area. The owners of the summer 
resorts and campgrounds across the lake from him, have that on their minds too. 
"Everybody always likes our campground because it's close to the city but away from everything. We're usually pretty quiet with 
not much noise," says Long Lake Campground & RV, Levi Wold. 
Levi Wold's family owns Long Lake Campground and RV. They've been open for nearly 50 years. They live a couple miles away 
from where the current pit is. But they tell us, they're worried a new one will scare away tourists. 
"We're also very worried about how deep they are going to dig because how deep they want to go could impact the water level. 
They could possibly contaminate the water," says Wold. 
nd that it will take a toll on the economy. 
"Property values could go down by 20%," says Wold. 
Now, we tried speaking to some commissioners with Becker County but they referred us to the City of Detroit Lakes, and the city 
referred us back to the county. But the people we did speak with, say they won't be commenting on the issue until that meeting 
Tuesday night. The Becker County Board will make the final decision near the end of the month. 
We spoke with Strata Corporation's Business Development Manager, Bill LaFond. He tells us, the environmental review has been 
completed and he says, it found the project imposed no significant environmental effects. 
e also says, he understands and appreciates the residents’ concerns but he says, Strata took great pains to make this project as invisi-
ble to the surrounding neighborhood as possible. 
The public input meeting will be Tuesday at 7 P.M. at the Becker County Courthouse. 
Detroit Lakes On-Line News: Comment 
 
“We trusted the process, and the process failed us,” one woman said. “If this goes through, we are basically going to be living in the 
middle of a gravel pit.” 

A BNSF railway spur serves the Strata 
gravel pits near Becker County Road 6. 
The new gravel pit in Toad Lake Township 
will be a much smaller operation.Tribune 
File Photo 

https://www.dl-online.com/Nathan%20Bowe
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Newport Model RR Club Train 
Flea Market 

Saturday April 9 2022 

9:00 am—2:00 pm  

Woodbury High School 
2665 Woodlane Drive 
Woodbury, MN 55125  

$6 

Granite City Train Show Saturday May 14 2022 

9am—3pm  

 Rivers Edge Convention Center  

 10 4th Ave S St Cloud MN 56301 

$6 

Twin City Model Railroad Muse-
um Train Show/Flea Market 

Saturday May 7 2022 9am—
2pm  

Mn State Fairgrounds –Education Bldg 
1265 Snelling Ave N  
Falcon Heights MN 55108 

$6  

NRHS Convention May 15th—May 20th  2022 

Los Angeles Calif  

Many Activities 

go to: https://NRHS.com/convention  Fares vary by 
 Activity  
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                                    March 3, 2022, 11:16 AM, sent by Frederick Krenske 
Kalmbach Media and the Great American Train Shows will partner to produce Trainfest 2022, the renowned national 
model train show. The event is scheduled to take place in November at a venue in the greater Milwaukee area. 

Details on the show will be announced later in March. “We are excited to have the show return after a two-year hiatus,” says Brian J. 
Schmidt, Vice President of Operations with Kalmbach Media “We plan to make this year’s Trainfest one of the best ever.” Trainfest 
is America’s largest operating model railroad show and has almost 200,000 sq. ft. of exhibit space and features up to 70 operating 
model railroads. It is a great event for families and hobby enthusiasts alike. There will be fun activities for kids, and up to 300 exhib-
itors, manufacturers, and retailers offering model railroad goods and products of all varieties. The Wisconsin Southeastern Division 
of the National Model Railroad Association has produced past annual events and this year agreed to license Trainfest to Kalmbach 
Media and the Great American Train Shows. Kalmbach Media is a creator of model train and train content through well-respected 
brands Model Railroader, Trains, Classic Toy Trains, and Classic Trains. Great American Train Shows produces over 40 model train 
shows annually of various varieties including Greenberg’s Great Train & Toy Show, Great Train Show, Great Midwest Train Show, 
and World’s Greatest Hobby on Tour. Combined Kalmbach and Great American Train Shows have a wide-reaching audience and 
vast experience in producing and executing train events. Wisconsin Southeastern Division of the National Model Railroad Associa-
tion will continue to exhibit at the show. For more information on the event visit www.train-fest.com. 

https://nrhs.com/convention
https://www.kalmbach.com/
https://www.trainshow.com/
https://www.wisedivision.org/
https://www.wisedivision.org/
http://www.train-fest.com/

