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Meeting Notice   
  
Hello Everyone, 
     

   Stay Tuned for Future Meeting and Activity       
   Announcements in the Next Newsletter! 
Next newsletter (September 2021) will be out around Septem-
ber 1, 2021.  

 
If you know someone that may be interested in the meeting, 
please have them send a quick e-mail to dan@meyer-
family.net and I will add them to the mailing list.  

 
The Northstar Chapter NRHS will be having a ZOOM meet-
ing Saturday night, August 21st at 7 pm. The Zoom meeting 
will open around 6:30 or so. Information about joining the 
meeting is below and will also be e-mailed late afternoon on 
Saturday the 21st.  

 
If you are new to Zoom and would like any sort of help or a 
test meeting, please contact Dan Meyer via e-mail at  

dan@meyer-family.net 
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                 NRHS Convention 2021          

The NRHS Convention Committee is happy to an-
nounce that the 2021 Milwaukee, WI Convention on 
August 23rd to August 28th, 2021 is that NRHS con-
vention materials are now available on line at 
NRHS.com  Please order your tickets early, as space is 
limited on many of the venues.    
John H. Goodman  National Convention Chairman 
 

 

 

From the Editor: We will continue to have virtual 
(Zoom) meetings into fall of this year. It looks 
possible in the Fall of 2021 that we will be able to 
resume our monthly meetings at Roseville Luther-
an Church.   

 

If you have any railroad slides or photos in your 
collection, it would be great to have you share 
your experiences and photos in a future meeting. 
Our members would truly enjoy what you have 
experienced and collected!  Please contact Rich-
ard Tubbesing at Tubbesing32a@yahoo.com or 
leave a voice message at 763-757-1304.       
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Staff  

                                                                        Meeting Minutes May 15, 2021 (Zoom)  

The meeting was called to order by President John Goodman at about 7:00 PM with enough members present for a quorum. President Goodman 
then called for a motion to approve the meeting minutes for March in the April Newsletter, and the meeting minutes for April in the May Newslet-
ter. The motions were approved. The treasurers report was given by Russ Isbrandt. The chapter Checking account and Calendar cash position is 
close to what we had a year ago. Dawn Holmberg gave the National Directors report. The NRHS had a BOD Meeting in April and nothing new 
was reported.  Dawn is still working on the new membership portion of the NRHS web site. Dawn has uploaded updated files to the NRHS web 
site. The membership portion of the NRHS Web Site has been updated. Dawn is currently working on the 2021 Convention booklet and booking 
the Convention events should be available soon. Dawn Holmberg then gave the 2022 calendar report. The final Selections for the 2022 Calendar 
have been made. We are in the process of procuring photos from the photographers and writing the captions. The Cheer committee was given by 
John Goodman. Dave Herbert stated he has tried to contact Dave Norman. Dave Herbert called the St Louis Park home where he is staying and said 
Dave Norman has not been answering his phone. Dave Herbert gave the number of the St Louis Park home so anyone can try to contact Dave Nor-
man. Dave Herbert will contact the home and try to go and visit Dave Norman. Dave Herbert gave a report on Bob Clarksonôs Wife. Bob Clark-
sonôs Wife Merrie was an Army Representative and will be buried at Fort Snelling Cemetery in May. Dave stated that if anyone wants to go to the 
ceremony to please contact him for details and gave the number to contact Bob Clarkson. Dave Herbert said he will not be able to make Merrie 
Clarkson ceremony due to a commitment to the NMRA meeting in Bismarck ND. John Goodman reported that Cy Svobodny is still home bound. 
John Goodman reported that Mike Mackner is slowly getting better and hopes to move back to his residence with his wife. Dan Meyer gave the 
chapter Web site report. Dan has been updating article on the chapter Facebook site, and checking for errors on other Web Site information. All 
newsletters are posted on the web site and available for review. Dawn Holmberg reported on future meetings at the Roseville Lutheran Church. The 
Church has begun to hold in person services once a month and are having drive-in and on-line services on Sundays. Dawn has stated that maybe in 
the Fall the church will be available for our meetings. John Goodman said to watch for any in-person meeting announcement in the Northstar 
News. The Trip report was given by John Goodman. On our June 2021 trip, on the third Saturday in June, we will ride the light rail from 28th Ave 
station in Bloomington to Minneapolis, and then transfer to the St Paul line to St Paul Union Depot for lunch and return via the reverse route. It is 
not likely that the Northstar line will return to Weekend service. Our picnic is scheduled for the third Saturday in July at Maiden Rock WI.   
Continued on next page: 
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The Minnesota Streetcar Museum 

(MSM) will open July 1 2021.  
Please support this valuable muse-

um and enjoy a Trolley Ride! 
Northstar Member  Russ Isbrandt 

may be your Motorman!  
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Continued from previous page:  Our August trip is proposed (have members ride share) to go up to Trego Wisconsin on the Wisconsin and Great 

Northern to view the progress of the restoration of the Mark Twain Zephyr and possibly ride the Wisconsin and Great Northern train or dinner 
train. However, John reported that the W&GN have no plans to run any trips this summer. An alternative will be to ride the Northshore Scenic 
Railroad to Two Harbors. LSRM museum director Ken Buehler reported that they will resume trips to Two Harbors this summer. John Goodman 

reported that the third Saturday in August is right before the NRHS Convention in Milwaukee. We might move the trip to the second Saturday in 
August. While waiting for Richard Tubbesing join the meeting, John Goodman stated that next program will be a slide show presented Lake 

States Historical Society in Baraboo WI.  We will also have a presentation of the Marv Mahre 8mm films in the fall that Richard Tubbesing is 
processing. Richard Tubbesing gave the program report. He stated his is open to anyone who has a program for future meetings. John Said the 

Lake States Historical Society would have to be a Zoom Meeting, and that might change if we go back to In-person meetings in September. Dan 
reported that even if we resume in-person meetings, we can still have a Zoom program presentation. The Newsletter Report was given by Richard 
Tubbesing. There will be no plan for a newsletter in June, resuming by July 1st. Russ Isbrandt requested that we continue the newsletter every 

month and publish a June Newsletter. Richard Tubbesing said he prefers to take a break this summer and will produce the next newsletter in July.   
John Goodman stated the by-laws of the chapter after the last spring meeting a nominating committee chairman be named for BOD offices. John 

Goodman asked that Dan Meyer be the Nominating Committee chairman and Dan Meyer accepted. John Goodman stated that we have a slate of 
nominees by the September meeting and review with membership on the October meeting and for members voting by members at the November 

meeting. John Goodman also stated that we will consider to have a holiday banquet on Dec 5 2021 since we had to cancel last yearôs banquet. It is 
a little too early to commit but will be on future agendas. John Goodman, Chairman of the NRHS Convention gave information on the 2021 con-
vention. It will be held in Milwaukee WI with the downtown Double-Tree Hotel as convention Headquarters. It will be held from August 23 to 

August 28, 2021. Trips include a trip to the Green Bay Museum, Trip to the East Troy Trolley Museum, a Trip to the IRM and a special trip on 
Chicago Metra. Banquet Speaker will be Norm Carlson Vice president of Chicago Metra. The 2022 NRHS convention has been approved for Los 

Angeles California.  Announcements: John Goodman reported that the Randolph show will be held this fall. The Saint Paul Union Depot will 
have a Train Day Saturday and Sunday June 5th and 6th.  John Cartwright was asked he will sell at Train Day, but there will be sales at the SPUD 

Train Day. The Twin City Model Railroad Museum will have their spring show in July and the fall show will be held in September. Mark Quam 
gave an update of the Eau Claire Menards show and the Milwaukee Trainfest show. There are no notices yet on these shows. A detailed report on 

the 2nd Amtrak Train to Chicago and the Eau Clare Trains was given by Mark Quam. (Details can be viewed on the recorded copy of this Zoom 
Meeting)  There was no new Business. President John Goodman called for a motion to adjourn at about 7:37 pm  (first motion by Dan Meyer, 
seconded by Russ Isbrandt) was carried. An Excellent program on aerial photos from the Minnesota Historical Society of Minneapolis in the 

Notice #1:   Picnic at Maiden Rock Date Changed! 
We will gather at the Maiden Rock Wisconsin 
river side shelter (next to the BNSF Mainline) on 
Saturday July 10, 2021, 11:00 AM. This is the Sec-
ond Saturday in July! Due to COVID19, Beverages 
and Snacks will NOT be Provided. Bring your own 
beverages and lunch. Bring your own lawn chair.  

Notice #2: Due to the NRHS Convention August 23 
ð 28 2021, we will postpone our annual August trip 
to September.  Instead, we will have a ZOOM meet-
ing on Saturday August 21, 2021 at 7:00 pm. Our 
main discussion will be to schedule our annual 
Train ride, probably a Two Harbors Run on the 
Northshore Scenic Railroad. Look for a ZOOM In-
vite E-mail from Dan Meyer on August 21st.    

                         LINK to Minneapolis Aerial Photos ŦǊƻƳ IǳŘǎƻƴ [ŜƛƎƘǘƻƴ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀȅ нлнм ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎΣ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ IǳŘǎƻƴ [ŜƛƎƘǘƻƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ http://geo.lib.umn.edu/

minneapolis/   CǊƻƳΥ --5ŀƴ aŜȅŜǊ  

http://geo.lib.umn.edu/minneapolis/
http://geo.lib.umn.edu/minneapolis/
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Metro News - Full Length Dome Coming To Duluth 

CǊƻƳ wƛŎƪ YǊŜƴǎƪƛ  ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ aŀȅ р нлнм Full Length Dome Coming To Duluth 

BREAKING NEWS: DOMECAR "SKYVIEW" COMING TO DULUTH 

The introduction of luxury Dome Cars on passenger trains in the late 1950ôs was a major innovation. Bringing one of these full length Dome 
Cars to Duluth on the North Shore Scenic Railroad will be just as transformational as they were for the great passenger trains of the past. The 
very name of this historic car says it alléSky View! 
The North Shore Scenic Railroad is pleased to announce the acquisition of this car to be added to the fleet. The railroad will be using Sky View 
in First Class Service on the popular Duluth Zephyr and Elegant Dinner Trains. This will free up the our current Silver Club Dome Car for use 
on the train to Two Harbors on weekends. 
  
For the first time ever, both of the railroadôs signature excursions will now feature First Class Dome Car Service. Both trips will be featuring 
personal car attendants, complimentary beverages and an individual charcuterie. The Golden Age of Railroading isnôt just remembered, itôs 
back again! 

Police Urge Public to Steer Clear of Train Derailment in Albert Lea 

Author: KARE Staff Published: 4:02 PM CDT May 15, 2021 Updated: 8:15 PM CDT May 15, 2021    
   Provided by Roger Libra  

Police warned drivers to stay away from the intersection of Hawthorne Street and Ulstad Avenue, which they said is blocked. 
ALBERT LEA, Minn ð Albert Lea Police are warning the public to stay away after a Union Pacific train derailed near the intersection of 
Hawthorne Street and Ulstad Avenue in Albert Lea, leaving multiple train cars overturned.  
Police say there are no reports of anyone injured, and Union Pacific says none of the train's crew were harmed during the accident.   
Continued on next page: 
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                                                                   MPR News Staff Updated: May 16, 4:30 p.m. 
About 28 train cars derailed Saturday afternoon along a rail line in Albert Lea, Minn., with cleanup efforts continuing Sunday. 
A Union Pacific Railroad spokesperson Saturday that said the train ñwas carrying mixed commodities; however, we have confirmed two of the 
derailed cars are leaking hydrochloric acid. Union Pacific is working with emergency responders to determine a response plan.ò 
After initially issuing a shelter-in-place order for nearby residents as the scene was assessed, authorities later said there was no danger to the 
public. There were no injuries. 
Freeborn County Emergency Management said the derailment happened at about 1:30 p.m. as the Union Pacific train traveled south through 
Albert Lea. The cars derailed near Eastgate Road and Goose Lake in the northeast part of the city. 
City, county and state agencies responded to the scene, including a Chemical Assessment Team from the Rochester Fire Department. 
Authorities asked people to stay away from the area as Union Pacific crews and contractors work to clean up the derailed cars. 
Union Pacific said Sunday morning that eight cars had been cleared from the track, with heavy equipment on-scene to assist. The cause of the 
derailment remains under investigation. 

Union Pacific Train Line Back Up and Running; pH Levels Improving in Goose Lake and Sur-
rounding Area 

Authorities have stated 40,000 gallons of hydrochloric acid spilled into Goose Lake and the surrounding area when a Union Pacific train de-
railed Saturday afternoon. Photo courtesy Matt Greibrok 

                                          By Sarah Stultz Albert Lea Tribune  Published 10:34 am Thursday, May 20, 2021 
The Union Pacific train line that was down because of a derailment was back up and running again Wednesday afternoon, Freeborn Countyôs 
emergency manager said. 
Crews worked around the clock since the derailment Saturday to clear the rail of debris and damaged cars. 
Ongoing monitoring of pH levels in Goose Lake and the area near the derailment is showing improvements, though the impact of the hydro-
chloric acid spill continues in some areas, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency said Thursday. 

UPDATE: Track in Sibley Re-opens for Railroad Traffic 
By Siouxland News  Sunday, May 16th 2021 Provided by Roger Libra, Rick Krenske 

A bridge collapse sent a Union Pacific Railroad train off the rails on Sunday in a northwestern Iowa town, sending black smoke billowing sky-
ward. 
No one was reported as injured, though evacuations were ordered in a 5-mile radius around the scene of the derailment, KMEG-TV reported. In 
addition, emergency personnel blocked all waterways near the derailment. 
Provided by New York Daily News Posted on Facebook by Minten: Nathan Minten May 19 2021 Ŀ To all of the News and Media Outlets try-
ing to contact me. I cannot keep up with all of the permission requests to use my videos and images. You all have permission to use any Vide-

o's and Photo's posted on this profile pertaining to the Train Accident.                                                                              Continued on next page:          

https://www.albertleatribune.com/author/sarahstultz/
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Continued from previous page:  
A train derailed in Sibley, Iowa on Sunday, May 16. 
Sibley is in the far northwestern corner of Iowa, about 200 miles northwest of Des Moines. Parts of the 3,000-population town were evacuated, 
resident Nate Minten told the newspaper. 
Aerial video of the scene caught by Minten showed dozens of train cars in a heap, in flames, the smoke rising from the front, the Des Moines 
Register reported. 
The train was hauling fertilizer and ammonium nitrate, Sibley Fire Chief Ken Huls told KIWA radio. 
Residents not evacuating were encouraged to open their windows on both sides and position themselves in the middle of their homes as a 
ñpreventative safety measure in case one of the rail cars on fire explodes,ò KIWA radio reported. 

Train derails near Sibley, Iowa; sections of town evacuated for safety 

UPDATE 5/18 8:45 a.m.: Union Pacific says crews have finished clearing the derailed cars early Tuesday morning. 
The fire is smoldering and expected to be extinguished soon. 
The focus is now remediation and repair of the track and bridge. 
The evacuation order was lifted Monday evening. Old 60 (2nd Ave) remains closed to allow crews and heavy equipment access to the site. It 
will reopen when site cleanup is finished. 
The cause of the derailment remains under investigation. 

                                                        May 2021 Newsletter 
Legislative Status 
Status of funding for the 2nd Train to Chicago & MnDOT Passenger Rail Plans 
Status of Passenger Rail Funding Requests 
Legislative contact  
Outreach Efforts 
Partner collaboration 
Where your help is needed! 
Call to Action 
Other Items of Interest 
2021 Train Days 
Restoration of Long Distance schedules 
Amtrak at 50! 
North Coast Limited reincarnation? 
STATUS OF PASSENGER RAIL FUNDING LEGISLATION 
As expected, the legislature finished the regular session on May 17 without agreeing on a budget. House and Senate passed their Omnibus 
bills, which must be reconciled by the Conference Committees in special session by June 14. 
The Good News - There is Passenger Rail Funding in the House Omnibus bills. 
Capital Investment Committee - $25 Million for 2nd train and other rail included in a $1 Billion bonding bill sent to the Senate. 
House Transportation Committee - $3 Million for Passenger Rail. 
The not so good news - The Senate does not include funding. 
Senate Transportation Committee proposes zero funding for passenger rail or transit, wants to de-fund the passenger Rail office in MnDOT 
and discontinue the Northstar commuter train. 
Senate Capital Investment Committee wants to reduce the bonding because there are stimulus funds available, and to concentrate on State-
wide rather than local projects. But, this could be favorable to getting the $10 M for the 2nd train. 
The Governor and leaders of the House and Senate will ultimately negotiate the final budget after the conference committees finish their work. 
This needs to be finalized by 6/28 to avoid a government shutdown. 
WHAT HAVE AAMN AND AFFILIATES BEEN DOING? 
Contacted all House and Senate Transportation and Capital Investment Committee leaders with passenger rail messaging. 
Contacted Legislators to sign on to bills as co-authors. 
Contacted Governor's office to thank him for his bonding proposal.                                                                                 Continued on next page:                                                                        

https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2021/05/16/hazmat-team-called-after-train-derailment-sibley-iowa/5121973001/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2021/05/16/hazmat-team-called-after-train-derailment-sibley-iowa/5121973001/
https://kiwaradio.com/lightssirens/train-derailment-fire-in-sibley/
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Continued from previous page: 
Worked with city mayors and administrators to pass resolutions supporting the 2nd train, finding great support, and resulting in nine resolu-
tions from city councils in La Crescent, Winona, Red Wing, St Paul, Anoka, Little Falls Staples, Brainerd and Wadena - distributed to their 
legislators and the Governor. 
Issued two Press Releases about these resolutions and significance of them and distributed them to media outlets and legislators. 
Developed two educational videos and are working on a third to be released soon. See our 2nd train video below 
Our highly valued partner Great River Rail Commission also produced a short video about the 2nd train, which is targeted to legislators and 
focuses on the infrastructure improvements that the capital spending will produce. Click here for the video. You can also visit the GRRC 
Take-Action page Here  
Collaborated with the Sierra Club on a flyer promoting passenger rail and environmental benefits - distributing to Empire Builder passengers 
arriving and departing St Paul. 
Other Important Items of Interest 
 
Train Days will return this year at St Paul Union Depot June 5 and 6. AAMN will have a display. If you are planning to attend, please sign in 
at our table. 
 
Amtrak has announced that the Empire Builder will resume daily operations on May 24th with the whole fleet of long distance trains resuming 
pre-covid operations by June 7th. See details HERE  
 
AAMN Celebrates Amtrak's 50th Birthday! Click Here to a short article we wrote to commemorate this milestone which features the factors 
that led to Amtrak, some of the ups and downs over the last 50 years, plus where we are at today and what could happen.    
 
AAMN will be endorsing the work of the Greater Northwest Working Group, a new coalition of Montana counties along the former route of 

the North Coast Limited, interested in restoring long distance passenger service ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !!ab ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  

                         All Aboard Minnesota Volume 2021-6 May 22, 2021 

                                YES!   June Newsletter  

In This Newsletter-GREAT NEWS! 
Status of Passenger Rail Funding 
 
Our primary focus this legislative session is to fund the the 2nd train from the Twin Cities to Milwaukee and Chicago - aka Twin Cities Hiawa-
tha, since it will be an extension of the existing Chicago - Milwaukee Hiawatha service.  
 
THANKS TO OUR FRIENDS IN THE LEGISLATURE...AND YOU.  
IT LOOKS LIKE FUNDING IS APPROVED...ALMOST 
Since our last newsletter, the House and Senate negotiated House and Senate versions of the Transportation Omnibus Transportation Bills 
HF10 and SF10. Funding for the 2nd train survived in both bills. The Senate heard SF 10 today, and the House will hear and vote on their ver-
sion tomorrow 6/23 starting at 10 AM. When the House votes their bill through, it will go back to the Senate for their vote  
 
Here is a report on the Senate action from AAMN President, Brian Nelson: 
 
"Senate Omnibus Transportation bill - SF10 had its hearing before the full Senate today, which includes $10M for the 2nd train and $500k for 
the MnDOT Rail Passenger Office. in the initial Senate bill version, neither were included.  
  
"Senator Newman, chief author of this bill, spoke of his great working relationship with Frank Hornstein - although they see things through a 
"very different lens" they worked to get a bi-partisan bill that they both feel good about. He also mentioned that MN is a multi-modal state, 
highways, ports, freight and passenger rail are all "vital" and that the state should have a "robust and avid transportation system" to serve 
"everyone."   
  
Senator Dibble spoke on behalf of the 2nd Train as being a really important provision - that it's an important mobility choice that the state 
needs to provide, is an economic "development tool" for the state, and the benefits for passenger and freight rail traffic. There were no negative 
comments about passenger rail.   
  
"The House hears and votes on their Transportation Omnibus bill - HF 10 tomorrow at 10am. If all goes well, it goes to a vote in the Senate. If 
approved, the bills go to the Governor for his signature. Things are looking really positive, very exciting! Please keep your fingers, toes, etc. 

crossed!" Ю    

                     Introducing the USA Rail Pass. 10 Rides for Just $299 

 Amtrak The USA Rail Pass - just $299 through June 22 
Introducing the new USA Rail Pass, your ticket to tour the country by train for one low price. See it all from the com-
fort of your own seat, while you hop on and off at any of Amtrakôs 500 destinations. 
Get your USA Rail Pass for only $299ðvalid for up to 10 segments over 30 days of travel. Thatôs less than $30 a 
segment. Act fast, this offer is only valid through June 22. Not available on all routes. Other restrictions apply. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEZ-S7t0vLWT6XLJtOwyIPdTlFAS8uDmuVDXmNGmoYVxcbv7KsXePOPZxTx-wSfW1YZQhRrevUxMCPo9F-dMEfuWLzwRb7iXKgs1LwXGNhphYCMypcAfsTrZy63GouKYGK22Q6U93SiA5vTDDFRQTw==&c=BJhQpgdqZ7amTGVdQzbmMIhtwjnaWYFNQ9QT4C4Op2ShX20ZtIzdjg==&ch=mEvjVI612V9q
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEZ-S7t0vLWT6XLJtOwyIPdTlFAS8uDmuVDXmNGmoYVxcbv7KsXePOPZxTx-wSfWUJd8J7frgcfRQX0mASttQ5hmvFQ8o2Dru75cvjCy0rp0NOhG4RJL37QqLFMm-eRdBYSAznMnHvU2ioPZ1fNh2i1Xv9vuQ12pN95HaMEjFLwbhZ_HmdTwzA==&c=BJhQpgdqZ7amTGVdQzbmMIhtwjnaWYFNQ9QT4C4O
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEZ-S7t0vLWT6XLJtOwyIPdTlFAS8uDmuVDXmNGmoYVxcbv7KsXePOPZxTx-wSfWUJd8J7frgcfRQX0mASttQ5hmvFQ8o2Dru75cvjCy0rp0NOhG4RJL37QqLFMm-eRdBYSAznMnHvU2ioPZ1fNh2i1Xv9vuQ12pN95HaMEjFLwbhZ_HmdTwzA==&c=BJhQpgdqZ7amTGVdQzbmMIhtwjnaWYFNQ9QT4C4O
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEZ-S7t0vLWT6XLJtOwyIPdTlFAS8uDmuVDXmNGmoYVxcbv7KsXePOPZxTx-wSfWS0_8mB9yKcNipkWcdzb0D3hxNsVZlqSFuUdL6i63glWX2pOb06zLXby5DgrqNZV6cE9_iY4ZHrBT_wwC-0TohxuYwiIDJYICnETekeTj1rLDCTcHZngctQ==&c=BJhQpgdqZ7amTGVdQzbmMIhtwjnaWYFNQ9QT4C4O
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEZ-S7t0vLWT6XLJtOwyIPdTlFAS8uDmuVDXmNGmoYVxcbv7KsXePOPZxTx-wSfWmBN9VTtYidoGeI5-1EkjpxyQDjzjkz1-q3v7G3qZwEjQYqWaJbb5Zc7bPXIezhpG72ugppAa4SP5GjU4-dlMIjvn9aVUBFkJC0R8LtrzlopTul293uGqiLqakrG6yDzVtrJF2wvu6Z9nhYC1yy4G5iU1BKEc5Da0qDy
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEZ-S7t0vLWT6XLJtOwyIPdTlFAS8uDmuVDXmNGmoYVxcbv7KsXePHvFBg3JZjw0rsmEcSGet7jcSE_1xuOiHS1mzf2v4rdpYV9sSsdqzA1Y80uDhxOSnEioqmZS9I-u1tf7CBq8ha0hhA5VDu76Kv0hsPWd8e71RJjygA_Ka3Nsd6a2gS54BljxJ6_G9X_Q8TDVJW4064U3dWOAyOMmYLvVLaMwmLLhNxd
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEZ-S7t0vLWT6XLJtOwyIPdTlFAS8uDmuVDXmNGmoYVxcbv7KsXePOPZxTx-wSfWAy3FN2THoWBR3MhBOL6WJ-MG5lm31EQDOkPf1OLPRi0YwW3-wqAD_fTE5GTtpHxgb3UXzTJVuqQspoIRrZsQbqKStM2DoBsqcYM99X-V0rw=&c=BJhQpgdqZ7amTGVdQzbmMIhtwjnaWYFNQ9QT4C4Op2ShX20ZtIzd
https://www.amtrak.com/USARailPass.html?cmp=eml-AmtrakRailPassEmail-June2021-purchaser
https://click.e-mail.amtrak.com/?qs=cc22f49cb5e739b4bcac8807fb14939959d83299cde271015311ac8d1e07f2791c27236fb243f0a8465554f4c7a2359279cf5ce54292fce722278a07cac3b882
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Union Pacific Steam Club Update - The Big Boy 2021 Tour 

Update No. 16 - June 14, 2021  

Stop the speculation, we're moving full steam ahead! Steam Club 
members are getting the first look at the route for the Big Boy 
2021 Tour. Big Boy No. 4014 will depart Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
Thursday, Aug. 5, traveling through Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, 
Illinois, Louisiana, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Texas and 
Wyoming. We're still working out the details of overnight and 
whistle-stops along the way, but we can tell you the Big Boy will 
be on display at the following locations: 
Saturday, Aug. 14: Fort Worth, Texas 
Tuesday, Aug. 17: Houston, Texas 
Saturday, Aug. 21: New Orleans, Louisiana 
Sunday, Aug. 29: St. Louis, Missouri 
Monday, Sept. 6: Denver, Colorado 
Following the Denver stop on Labor Day weekend, the Big Boy 
and its crew will return to Cheyenne. Stay tuned to the Steam 
Club for more details, but we wanted to get the word out so you 
can save the dates! 

Big Boy (Coin) In Space  

In case you missed it in May, Astronaut Megan McArthur floated a commemorative 
Steam Crew coin in the weightlessness on the Space Station, tweeting: "We love 
trains in my family! One day I will take my son to see the reenactment at 
#GoldenSpike, and we are definitely going to chase down #UP4014 when I get back 
on Earth. Cheers to the Steam Crew that restored Big Boy Locomotive 4014 in time 
for the 150th Anniversary!" 
In April, McArthur piloted NASA's SpaceX Crew-2 to the International Space Sta-
tion. McArthur's son loves trains, and earlier this year, she contacted the Union Pacif-
ic Railroad Museum for something train-related that she could take into space. When 
McArthur's six month mission ends, the coin will join the Union Pacific Railroad 
Museum's permanent collection in Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
  
That's all for now. Be safe, and we'll see you trackside (at least 25 feet away) later 
this summer!  

Union Pacific Steam Club 

                                      Light Rail Ride June 7 2021 provided by John Goodman 
Yesterday (Saturday) Jack Barbier and I chose to take the light rail to SPUD.    Everything went well until on the Green line we were told to get 
off the train at Snelling and change to buses.   We rode the bus up to Dale and then told again to reboard another light rail train to continue onto 
SPUD.     
We went along the route on the bus and saw no problems nor accidents.   No crews seem to be working on any section of train?    
Also....the small cafe in the corner of the big main building (where the Wm Crooks stood for years) is closed.  The bar is open but not servicing 
any food.   The only food found yesterday was a hot dog vendor in the main waiting room set up for this event.    Imagine...NO food anywhere for 
patrons waiting to board Amtrak or Jefferson or other buses.   On one of the concourse there is a soda and candy machine tho.    
If our NRHS group wants to eat lunch on our light rail trip on 6/19/2021, we better plan to get off at Snelling and walk over to the Culver's, then 
walk back and finish the trip.  
   
This is unbelievable for SPUD, however in the vendors defense....no people most all day make no people spending money to eat. Give me back 

Midway station where several food places were a short walk away.   John H. Goodman       

https://twitter.com/Astro_Megan/status/1391774646027100161
http://www.uprrmuseum.org/
http://www.uprrmuseum.org/


Volume 52 #6   Northstar Railway Historical Society     July 2021   

tŀƎŜ ф                                                                            bƻǊǘƘǎǘŀǊ bŜǿǎ                                           Wǳƭȅ  нлнм 

Continued on next page: 

AAPRCO NEWS BRIEFS  
 May 2021  Volume 9 Issue 5 
 

 Washington Update  by Ross Capon 

AAPRCO Leadership Meetings 
Recent AAPRCO leadership virtual Capitol Hill meetings have been with the Republican and Democratic staff of both the House and Senate Ap-
propriations transportation/housing subcommittees.   It remains critically important for individual AAPRCO members and friends to ask their own 
legislators to reach out to key subcommittee offices in support of AAPRCOôs asks. See the ñdirectoryò in my April 1 column, or ask me to e-mail 
it to you.   
  
Subcommittee Hearing 
The House T&I Railroads Subcommittee hearing on Thursday, May 6th, will be streamed live at 11:00 a.m. Eastern and then archived for later 
viewing. The subject of the hearing is, ñWhen Unlimited Potential Meets Limited Resources: The Benefits and Challenges of High-Speed Rail 
and Emerging Rail Technologies.ò  
 
Fund Raisers 
Recent fund-raisers attended include those for Sen. Roger Wicker (R-MS), ranking member and former chairman of the Committee on Com-
merce, Science and Transportation, and Rep. Rick Crawford (R-AR), ranking member of the House T&I Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines 
and Hazardous Materials. AAPRCO Board Member and Secretary Tom Lanahan attended a Florida event for Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL), ranking 
member and former chair of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation & Housing and Urban Development. (Democratic events 
are coming.) Thanks to all the members who wrote checks to give AAPRCO visibility at these events! 
 
Amtrakôs FY 2022 Annual General and Legislative Report and Grant Request 
 Click here for the report, which was dated April 27. As Congress requires, it includes a report on Amtrakôs private car and charter train busi-
ness. A few highlights from the report (on pages 73-75) follow here.    
 
Amtrakôs March, 2021, ñGuidelines for Private Cars on Amtrakò reflects the addition of Oakland as an ñ óaddô location for private cars as a result 
of the current reduced train consist size on the Coast Starlight.ò Without citing absolute numbers, Amtrak reports meeting ñits core business ob-
jective of reducing private car delays by 69.8% from FY2019 to FY2020, but Amtrak realizes that most of this decline was based on the reduced 
amount of total Private Car mileageò due to the pandemic. 
 
In response to appropriations report language that AAPRCO requested, Amtrak for the first time provided separate revenue figures for charter 
trains ñthat operated with Amtrak Locomotives and Amtrak Carséroughly $2.55 million and Charters that operated with Amtrak Locomotives 
and Privately Owned Carséroughly $0.5 million.ò 
 
Amtrak stated it ñcontinues to review and monitor the Private Car and Charter Train businesses to support the primary objective of operating its 
core train service as safely, punctually, and efficiently as possible, and keeping its team completely focused on this objective...The COVID-19 
pandemic has been a challenging time for the business lines, but we believe that a recovery, although slow, will continue to show a significant 
value to Amtrak from the Private Car and Charter Train businesses.ò 
 
Amtrakôs report also includes at pages 63-67 an essay, ñThe Role of Long Distance Service,ò which makes clear that Amtrakôs commitment to 
this service is the result of Congressional mandate, not management belief. Amazingly in the face of the devastating impact of the pandemic on 
short-distance routes, Amtrak says ñuncertainty about future travel demand in the wake of the pandemic represents a major risk for [long-distance] 
routes.ò This is amazing because, consistent with trends observed throughout the pandemic, the first half of Fiscal 2021 shows NEC revenues off 
more than 85% vs. a year earlier, state-supported train revenues off more than 70%, but long-distance train revenues off just over 50%. Exactly 
which segment of Amtrakôs market is most vulnerable to permanent ñZoomingò? The report perpetuates Amtrakôs longstanding habit of not men-
tioning what proportion of Amtrakôs passenger-miles the long-distance trains handle. It is noted that in FY 2019 these trains ñserved 4.6 million 
customers, or 14% of Amtrakôs annual ridership. They generated $494.6 million in ticket revenue, which is 21% of yearly total ticket revenue end
-to-end.ò [What does ñend-to-endò mean?]  
 
Amtrak says in the current fiscal year ñon routes in the West, traditional dining will be reimagined and reintroduced for both private room and 
coach customers. On routes in the East, menus for flexible dining and the caf® will be refreshed to ensure customers have both variety and 
choice.ò Also, ñnew Viewliner II sleeping cars will be introduced on routes along the East Coastéthe first new Amtrak sleeping cars in 25 years.ò 
 
Amtrak says ñthe status quo is not sustainableéwe need Congress to provide sufficient funding to meet these demandséWe have begun to plan 
formally for the replacement of the fleet of customer cars serving the long distance network. This investment alone reflects a multi-billion dollar 
capital needéwe need to have a national plan for investment, in partnership with the host railroads, states and the cities we serve, to make the 
necessary long-term investments that these services need.ò  
 
But is Amtrak placing an excessive burden on the long-distance trains? Sidings can help at choke points, as then-Amtrak President David Gunn 
testified almost 20 years ago, but ñgrade crossings, fencingédouble-track, bridges, and tunnelsò? Amtrak correctly notes that corridor service 
investments benefit long-distance routes, but says ña good exampleécan be seen in the Lincoln and Illini-Saluki state corridor services that have 
bloomed along the route of the Texas Eagle long distance train,ò although Illini-Saluki serve the City of New Orleans route.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ci_C4RlUDHOjJQOIplNFSQberV5OTD6TYzb1sh_F-SRiy7lREoDAEOfa8kCe5cuyM7lCM9RfBGKwPP1l0AYFmDL_Wa4HVqHu_aMCaQqAKDP4uJarRC8XTvb6uh_BjFfR8qu9rzfMEE_JyXsFVndkF5bQ_kde_RV2ixBQnYV3qQDAJjOFDvM_Gg3pp8C-xJfYQ2rWAS-xMNpLRZ-HrFwXS0GWrYkQda96dlEX
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ci_C4RlUDHOjJQOIplNFSQberV5OTD6TYzb1sh_F-SRiy7lREoDAEOfa8kCe5cuyM7lCM9RfBGKwPP1l0AYFmDL_Wa4HVqHu_aMCaQqAKDP4uJarRC8XTvb6uh_BjFfR8qu9rzfMEE_JyXsFVndkF5bQ_kde_RV2ixBQnYV3qQDAJjOFDvM_Gg3pp8C-xJfYQ2rWAS-xMNpLRZ-HrFwXS0GWrYkQda96dlEX
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ci_C4RlUDHOjJQOIplNFSQberV5OTD6TYzb1sh_F-SRiy7lREoDAEOfa8kCe5cuytQI9xDZBwUiJT1noJzXGTwNPWh-EGWraVggtorItLIupd-dcvwxNbvUaQBg3uxABuPEc3PRlz55JjyPmlxWYgB5ISZsd0-izhw5trmHYUSr67AH1BEnpKObW95G4iRFnVLdcJtZDjyUZjw6IyLWHnhpl57ph8NkI2Fml
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Continued from previous page: 

Biden, Amtrak and its 2035 Map 
The Biden infrastructure vision includes $85 billion for mass transit and $80 billion to improve and expand the nationôs passenger and freight rail 
network. A big challenge for the rail element of President Obamaôs 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act was leadershipôs failure to 
manage expectations. Implications that ñhigh speed railò (HSR) would be transcontinental led to reporters like Anderson Cooper ridiculing good 
investments, such as in Vermont, because they were not HSR. 
 
It was great that DOT Secretary-to-be Buttigieg at his January 21 confirmation hearing told then-chairman Roger Wicker (R-MS) ñI enjoy long 
train trips as well as short ones.ò However, President Biden, when unveiling his infrastructure plan on March 31, said, ñYou and your family 
could travel coast to coast without a single tank of gas onboard a high-speed train.ò Hopefully, that will not set up another round of attacks on 
non-HSR investment. 
 
Already, and through no fault of Bidenôs or Amtrakôs, lazy reporters have ridiculed the presence of Christiansburg, VA, and Rockland, ME, on 
Amtrakôs ñ2035 map.ò Christiansburg has strong citizen and state support and involves only about a 33-mile extension of existing Roanoke ser-
vice. Rockland, an attractive, walkable seaside destination, was set to get summer weekend service in 2018 until Amtrak choked on the absence 
of PTC (even where Amtrak would be time-separated from the limited freight service using a portion of the 57-mile, state-owned Brunswick-
Rockland line).  
 
Amtrakôs map has interesting additions, with pluses arguably outweighing the minuses:  
Ŀ      The Oklahoma City-Newton gap is closed, enabling all-rail travel between Fort Worth/ Oklahoma and Southwest Chief points.  
Ŀ      The Front Range line from Cheyenne through Denver ends at Pueblo, continuing neither to La Junta nor Trinidad for a Southwest Chief con-
nection.  
Ŀ      Indianapolis-Louisville but not Louisville-Nashville, so Nashville-Atlanta apparently is envisioned as a short-distance corridor in spite of the 
challenges of putting a multi-frequency, time-competitive passenger service on a heavily-used, single-track railroad with multiple grades and 
curves. 
Ŀ      Tucson-Phoenix-Los Angeles appears to set the stage for a return of the Sunset Limited to downtown Phoenix and the possible establishment 
of added Arizona-California frequencies.  
Ŀ      Minneapolis-Duluth and Milwaukee-Green Bay 
Ŀ      A second Chicago-Twin Cities route that serves both Madison and Eau Claire. 
Ŀ      Chicago-Rockford and Chicago-Moline-Iowa City 
Ŀ      Cleveland-Columbus-[Dayton]-Cincinnati but not Pittsburgh-Columbus-Fort Wayne-Chicago 
Ŀ      Atlanta-Montgomery but not on to Mobile 
Ŀ      The eternal dotted line between Mobile and Jacksonville 
Ŀ      Atlanta-Savannah 
Ŀ      Separate NYC-Scranton and NYC-Reading links 
Ŀ      An extension of NEC service to Long Island (Ronkonkoma) 
Ŀ      Boston-Lowell-Nashua-Manchester-Concord 
Ŀ      Rutland-Burlington (already well along in Vermontôs planning) and St. Albans-Montreal    

                   More AAPRCO NEWS BRIEFS   Passenger Rail News 
Biden Budget would spark Second Great Rail Revolution  

President Joe Biden's fiscal-year 2022 discretionary budget request has been presented to Congress, including $25.6 billion for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation (USDOT).  
 
The amount proposed for USDOT represents a 1.3% increase over FY2021 enacted funding. The budget proposal "sparks the second great rail 
revolution" by including $625 million for a new competitive grant program to invest in passenger rail as a competitive, low-carbon option for 
intercity travel, according to the president's request. 
In addition, the budget calls for $375 million for Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvement (CRISI) grants "to improve safety, 
throughput and reliability of the nation's rail network," according to the budget document. 
 
Also included in the presidentôs request are: 
Å $2.7 billion for Amtrak, a 35% increase from the FY 2021 enacted level, to provide improvements and expansion on the Northeast Corridor 
and throughout the nationôs passenger rail network; 
Å $2.5 billion for the Capital Investment Grant program, a 23% increase from the 2021 enacted level, to improve accessibility to high-quality 
transit; and 
Å $1 billion for the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) program, formerly known as the Better Utiliz-
ing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) transportation grant program. 
The majority of surface transportation funding for public transit and highways is considered mandatory spending and is not identified in this 
part of the presidentôs budget. The presidentôs mandatory budget will be submitted at a later date. 

Today we have a once in a generation opportunity to position Amtrak, and rail, and intercity rail, as 

well in general to play a central role in our transformation of transportation and economic future,ò 
said President Biden at Amtrak's 50th anniversary celebration. Photo ï amtrak.com 

Continued on next page: 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ci_C4RlUDHOjJQOIplNFSQberV5OTD6TYzb1sh_F-SRiy7lREoDAEOfa8kCe5cuy-4_xKatNOEdKe8xwkF8ajlcD4yoa4w0z2HOXJcuvQIhjHuBzPRLZqyWfydqz7A_pR2zkNWMXjOn-UnUPFF7ouRu0-AQCdaL98SkcrQOSFDuxd8OyfUoyhVeQ4x1CowVsPtjo1MrOG7yRv0mFeqtAw22c-huI8EPpKACM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ci_C4RlUDHOjJQOIplNFSQberV5OTD6TYzb1sh_F-SRiy7lREoDAEOfa8kCe5cuy8qghsCE-1swZD_KMNyMtqbdEGoKxr5Zb9Ocu3ln56BsRNa20iScy4w1jdBeVn3nsTjHg1Df2pZX-hB-TXhllacM7TsEfpGGJocX9XGHOa0a2b7Oa8KvqfbP9Y6t0VKY9kZFLJ-wQq-YbI8UqxFpq2IhBKWBYN_NOZ8dT
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ci_C4RlUDHOjJQOIplNFSQberV5OTD6TYzb1sh_F-SRiy7lREoDAEOfa8kCe5cuyfp15yOp0Ig6L1bCGON7LHhZABQlmqpgjCmptafFZlJuS8p1aQfRRup2qwPTEYV5eqA3BhckO-4w=&c=CQM1exEcn223FxDCjoZzQX3hd5eFmqMyQKhPy7MUI02S_rJ3pQn62g==&ch=7bj9A2oG-_YBN0ruSdHWL5A8m
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ci_C4RlUDHOjJQOIplNFSQberV5OTD6TYzb1sh_F-SRiy7lREoDAEOfa8kCe5cuyfp15yOp0Ig6L1bCGON7LHhZABQlmqpgjCmptafFZlJuS8p1aQfRRup2qwPTEYV5eqA3BhckO-4w=&c=CQM1exEcn223FxDCjoZzQX3hd5eFmqMyQKhPy7MUI02S_rJ3pQn62g==&ch=7bj9A2oG-_YBN0ruSdHWL5A8m
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            Biden Celebrates 50 Years of Amtrak;  Bill Would Address Railroad's OTP  

Continued from previous page: 

President Joe Biden on Friday joined Amtrak executives for a 50th anniversary ceremony to pay homage to the past and share Amtrakôs vision 
for the future.  
 
Held at the Gray 30th Street Station in Philadelphia, the ceremony highlighted the contributions of Amtrak employees past and present as well 
as the railroadôs plans to expand and improve rail service for the future. 
 
The nation now has a ñonce in a generation opportunity to position Amtrak, and rail, and intercity rail, as well in general to play a central role 
in our transformation of transportation and economic future,ò the president said at the event, which was streamed live. 
 
ñAmerica needs a rail network that offers frequent, reliable, sustainable and equitable train service. Amtrak has the vision and expertise to de-
liver it, now we need Congress to provide the funding for the next 50 years,ò said Amtrak Chief Executive Officer Bill Flynn during the cere-
mony. 
 
Over the next 15 years, Amtrakôs vision for expansion aims to connect up to 160 communities throughout the United States by building new or 
improved rail corridors in over 25 states. The plan calls for the railroad to introduce new stations in more than half the states, increase rail ser-
vice to 47 of the top 50 metropolitan areas and create over half a million new, well-paying jobs. 
 
Meanwhile, three U.S. lawmakers last week introduced the bicameral Rail Passenger Fairness Act to help improve Amtrak's on-time perfor-
mance (OTP) around the country. 
 
The bill was introduced by U.S. Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin (D-Ill), U.S. Rep. Donald Payne Jr. (D-N.J.), and U.S. Sen. Richard Blu-
menthal (D-Conn.). The legislation aims to hold freight railroads ñaccountable,ò reduce Amtrak delays and save money, the legislators said in a 
press release. 
 
Freight railroads that host Amtrak trains are required by law to provide Amtrak trains preference over freight trains. 
ñUnfortunately, some host railroads frequently fail to meet this requirement and ófreight train interferenceô is the largest source of delay 
to Amtrak trains on host railroads, violating the law and inconveniencing passengers,ò said Amtrak CEO Flynn said in a press release. 
The Rail Passenger Fairness Act would improve on-time service for Amtrak riders by better enforcing legal protections for passengersô right to 
the rails, said Blumenthal. The bill would ensure that Amtrak could sue freight railroads that continue to violate the law. 

More AAPRCO NEWS BRIEFS    

STB Forms Working Group to Enforce On-time Passenger-rail Standards 

The Surface Transportation Board (STB) has formed a working group that will develop plans to enforce new on-time performance require-
ments for intercity passenger-rail service.  
 
The group of STB staff will respond to the Federal Railroad Administration's new final rule that sets metrics and minimum standards for inter-
city passenger-rail service. Under the federal Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008, the STB is the agency to investigate 
and adjudicate issues related to on-time performance of Amtrak's intercity service under the new metrics and standards.  
 
The standard for on-time performance will begin to apply on July 1, with quarterly reporting on that metric from FRA to start in the months 
following, STB officials said in a press release. 
 
The passenger rail working group is comprised of board staff and will be chaired by Frank OôConnor, deputy director of the STB's Office of 
Economics. 
 
In November 2020, the FRA adopted a final rule that established a minimum standard for on-time performance of intercity passenger rail 
trains of 80% for any two consecutive calendar quarters, with on-time performance meaning the arrival of passengers at their de-train point no 
later than 15 minutes after their published scheduled arrival time. 
Under federal law, the STB is authorized to investigate a failure to meet the on-time performance standard, either on its own initiative or upon 
complaint by Amtrak or another eligible complainant, to determine whether and to what extent that failure is due to causes that could be rea-
sonably addressed by a rail carrier over whose tracks the intercity passenger train operates or by Amtrak or other intercity passenger rail opera-
tors. 
The STB may identify reasonable measures and make recommendations to improve train service, quality and on-time performance. The board 
may also award damages and prescribe other relief should it determine that failure to meet the on-time performance standard was attributable 
to a rail carrierôs failure to provide preference to Amtrak over freight transportation. 
 
"The formation of an internal agency passenger rail working group will ensure the board is ready for these duties and will give us a firm foun-
dation upon which to proceed," said STB Chairman Martin Oberman. "In the long run, we look forward to working closely with Amtrak and 
the freight railroads in the nationôs effort to improve its intercity passenger-rail system." 

Continued on next page: 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ci_C4RlUDHOjJQOIplNFSQberV5OTD6TYzb1sh_F-SRiy7lREoDAEOfa8kCe5cuyl1S6v9G7ouryTDDfdiFKPO-DKuy7jeYweA5FWQs8ppGy8r-a__MzVddRc-ucGRm1q_JnXsuf95EOH81lMnUDEXyPTPfxb03y6vogV9EINhmc9jviAJeqdMuaUbUSvCwwx6U3o_nhJarbcGUmxSm_RceE0xWCSAnCBV1y
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ci_C4RlUDHOjJQOIplNFSQberV5OTD6TYzb1sh_F-SRiy7lREoDAEDR2ggkCzAJQ8neFFMjvIAmMVxH6CJOwybPO_2JCWHD9UP3hKu9ToIPeF4uJK7SVm-etxeFYf-AMBM2J5W-mFDM=&c=CQM1exEcn223FxDCjoZzQX3hd5eFmqMyQKhPy7MUI02S_rJ3pQn62g==&ch=7bj9A2oG-_YBN0ruSdHWL5A8m
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ci_C4RlUDHOjJQOIplNFSQberV5OTD6TYzb1sh_F-SRiy7lREoDAEOfa8kCe5cuyIW0pySpcKUnIWsg7jwIQTaGLJmEB7_3mSByHf1JdKq2xW-xzBK8zRHetsyohTuj9sidtlqasnQlJNmwBVofIUBi-wyMEmK_Zie24axftljHdF3N4eTAWT6A1vPRQ5BZCJyzYyhpB7xK7T0FOjZwTxJQop_c0FFnGIIpn
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More AAPRCO NEWS BRIEFS   Hiawatha Service Restored Between  Milwaukee and         
Chicago; Mayors Seek Extension to Twin Cities 

Continued from previous page: 

The mayors want Amtrakôs Hiawatha line, which now oper-

ates between Chicago and Milwaukee, to be extended to Min-
neapolis/St. Paul with a stop in Madison. Photo ï amtrak.com 

Amtrak announced on April 22nd that it and its partner state transportation 
departments are restoring all Hiawatha service round-trips between Milwau-
kee and Chicago. 
 
The regular weekday schedule of seven round-trips is now available for 
booking, with an additional Chicago departure on Friday 
nights; the Saturday schedule of seven departures from Milwaukee and six 
from Chicago; and the Sunday schedule of six round-trips. 
 
At the same time, service is restored for two daily round-trip Amtrak Thru-
way buses between Green Bay and Milwaukee, with stops in De 
Pere, Appleton, Oshkosh and Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. The service provides 
connections to and from Chicago using Hiawatha trains, Amtrak officials 
said in a press release. 
 
Meanwhile, five Midwest mayors are urging federal transportation officials 
to support a proposed extension of the Hiawatha line through the upper Mid-

In a letter to U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg and Federal Railroad Administration Acting Administrator Amit Bose, the mayors 
ask that passenger rail be a top priority in the Biden administration's infrastructure proposal known as the American Jobs Plan, as well as in the 
current Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act reauthorization legislation that expires Sept. 30. 
 
The letter was signed by Mayors Lori Lightfoot of Chicago; Jacob Frey of Minneapolis; Melvin Carter of St. Paul, Minnesota; Tom Barrett of 
Milwaukee; and Satya Rhodes-Conway of Madison, Wisconsin. 
 
Specifically, the mayors want Amtrakôs Hiawatha line extended to Minneapolis/St. Paul with a stop in Madison. 
 
"The envisioned passenger-rail service would improve regional connections between our major urban centers, facilitating interstate travel and 
commerce while reducing emissions and congestion,ò the mayors wrote. 
Past actions of state governments "who didnôt understand the benefits of passenger rail" have hurt their cities economically, the mayors said. 
 
"Due to the past actions of the federal government, our national rail infrastructure continues to lag behind the rest of the world. To counter this 
trend, we strongly support modernizing and expanding Midwest passenger rail through investments in the FAST Act reauthorization and the 
American Jobs Plan," the letter stated. 

More AAPRCO NEWS BRIEFS   Amtrak Makes 2022 Grant Request to Congress 

Amtrak submitted its FY22 General and Legislative Annual Report and Five-Year Plan to Congress and the U.S. Department of Transportation 
on April 28th.  
 
The railroadôs fiscal-year 2022 grant request proposes $3.88 billion for base needs and funding to offset the pandemicôs impacts on Amtrak and 
its state and commuter partners. 
 
Also, Amtrak requested $1.55 billion for its ñbold reauthorization proposalò to improve the railroadôs Northeast Corridor infrastructure and 
begin advancing new corridor routes across the nation. 
 
"As Amtrak prepares to mark its 50th anniversary of service, we look forward to important milestones on the journey to a modern and growing 
passenger-rail network, such as the arrival of our new Acela and long distance diesel locomotive fleets and beginning work on the Portal North 
Bridge project of the Gateway Program in partnership with New Jersey Transit," Amtrak Chief Executive Officer Bill Flynn said in his letter to 
Congress. 
With continued federal support of such investments, Amtrak can ñplay a central roleò in helping the nationôs economy recover from the pan-
demic, reducing the nationôs carbon footprint and connecting underserved communities to the rest of the economy, Flynn added. 

More AAPRCO NEWS BRIEFS   Passenger Rail News 

The photo shows the Downtown Mobile station site during 
the 2016 Inspection Train stop. Photo ï Amtrak/Marc 

The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) and Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 
are calling on the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to approve Amtrakôs application to begin 
restoring passenger-rail service between New Orleans and Mobile, Alabama.  
 
In a letter sent May 10th to the STB, USDOT Acting General Counsel John Putnam urged the 
STB to ñact expeditiouslyò on Amtrakôs application to provide the twice-daily service between 
the New Orleans and Mobile. The Gulf Coast service also calls for additional stops in Pas-
cagoula, Biloxi, Gulfport and Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ci_C4RlUDHOjJQOIplNFSQberV5OTD6TYzb1sh_F-SRiy7lREoDAEPwC5IWT4Xuls5jGGB7z_LvLu7pNOoBAZ8KC0OHNYUwk-FL2sV6p7bST3cJ1TPo6ehY7U7eXLJicQSGucYlLw3KNFnUpA9zWtuhVRtvYYZXs550OM40u01xradcwdZgWLA==&c=CQM1exEcn223FxDCjoZzQX3hd5eFmqMyQKhPy7MUI
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KbRKBLjWKuXDRil2oRxre_GkUVAAk09ONZBiFMWYzhTkyTjBMq5dQjbpkqmiOtCxYw1I2G9qSjenCxdPPnAngytu60N4-WBu2atILsrlBVEHNXnZwRi73EG7NCIKdO6NrrjSf9iALxU=&c=Tb7UrwY2qG9SM_1jU52bigSZefLVH8e5Hpq2Iwl6Xdx57DYKpb2jyg==&ch=yDK_GlFY-kB6_M7x6Ns-4XhS
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KbRKBLjWKuXDRil2oRxre_GkUVAAk09ONZBiFMWYzhTkyTjBMq5dQoa5WUjVrgOqolStZdGxIXA3kOkuUorAf3Y6I8nH4t_peWeR5xjmf-7wdzV207Nwsg9jpBMUZDfMOqYySeGnZ0M=&c=Tb7UrwY2qG9SM_1jU52bigSZefLVH8e5Hpq2Iwl6Xdx57DYKpb2jyg==&ch=yDK_GlFY-kB6_M7x6Ns-4XhS


Volume 52 #6   Northstar Railway Historical Society     July 2021 

tŀƎŜ мо                                                                      bƻǊǘƘǎǘŀǊ bŜǿǎ                                          Wǳƭȅ нлнм 

Continued from previous page:  

Amtrak service along the Gulf Coast has been suspended since Hurricane Katrina damaged rail infrastructure there in 2005. 
 
Amtrak announced earlier this year that it intended to restore service between New Orleans and Mobile next year. But the railroadôs plans have 
stalled due to a dispute with CSX and Norfolk Southern Railway, the host railroads that own the track on which Amtrak trains would operate.  
 
Putnamôs letter confirms President Joe Bidenôs support for expansion and improvement of intercity passenger-rail service through efforts such 
as restoration of Gulf Coast service. The FRA has worked ñcloselyò with Amtrak, CSX, NS and other stakeholders since 2015 to restore Gulf 
Coast passenger-rail service, Putnam wrote. 
 
ñUnfortunately, despite an extended period of examination and the investment of significant funds, Amtrak has been unable to obtain the agree-
ment of the host freight railroads, and there is no clear or imminent path to the restoration of this service, absent the boardôs intercession,ò Put-
nam wrote. 
 
The letter outlines efforts by the FRA and the railroads to study the impact of restoring the service, including the necessary capital improve-
ments to infrastructure. Despite those efforts, the parties involved have not been able to agree on restarting the service. 
 
ñThe [USDOT] stands ready to work with Amtrak, CSX, Norfolk Southern, and other stakeholders to perform the work necessary to restore 
Gulf Coast service, which is long overdue,ò Putnam wrote. ñWe ask the board to give careful and prompt consideration to Amtrakôs petition, 
and we will be glad to provide any additional information or resources that would aid in the boardôs decision-making process.ò 
 
Amtrak responded to Putnamôs letter by issuing the following statement: ñThe FRAôs letter speaks for itself. Amtrak looks forward to the STB 
rendering a speedy decision." 

CHSRA Federal Funding Restored 
Railway Age by William C. Vantuono, Editor-in-Chief June 11 2021    Provided by John Goodman 

The Biden Administration and the State of California 
on June 7 reached a settlement to restore a $928.6 
million grant agreement that Donald Trump had tried 
to killðan action that prompted a lawsuit. 

Negotiations commenced in March 2021 to settle a lawsuit suit filed in 2019 after 
Trump had pulled project funding. Californiaôs lawsuit claimed the USDOT lacked 
legal authority to withhold the $929 million the Obama Administration allocated a 
decade ago, but had remained unused. Trump and his Congressional allies have 
repeatedly ridiculed the project, but President Biden strongly supports high-speed 
rail and has said that the U.S. deserves ñthe cleanest, safest and fastest rail system 
in the world.ò 
The California High-Speed Rail Authority and the Federal Railroad Administration 
have agreed to restore the grant immediately, according to the settlement agree-
ment: 
  
California-v.-DOT-Settlement-Agreement-Final-May-26Download 
A notice of voluntary dismissal by CHSRA and the state was filed in relation to the 
lawsuit. 
Project cost estimates range from $69 billion to $99.8 billion, with completion of 
the San Francisco-Los Angeles system anticipated in the 2030s. 

ñThe U.S. Department of Transportation and the State of California have reached a final settlement to 
resolve the litigation over the Federal Railroad Administrationôs (FRA) termination of its Fiscal Year 
2010 Cooperative Agreement with the California High-Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA),ò FRA said in a 
statement. ñThis settlement agreement follows intensive negotiations between the parties and reflects the 
Federal governmentôs ongoing partnership in the development of high-speed rail. It also underscores 
CHSRAôs commitment to deliver this transformative infrastructure project. The Department is excited 
about reestablishing this important relationship with the State of California and is committed to fulfilling 
its oversight responsibilities. This settlement is an important step in advancing an economically transfor-
mational project in California.ò  Project cost estimates range from $69 billion to $99.8 billion, with com-
pletion of the San Francisco-Los Angeles system anticipated in the 2030s. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KbRKBLjWKuXDRil2oRxre_GkUVAAk09ONZBiFMWYzhTkyTjBMq5dQkQw40EOl5HqKGj43kR3fEHjHq38iWjMRNJhZVzDk_FYkxwxRnqjsF3abKo3XxZ8WrEqZVocL_A0hYuhYAM-m9zCQLD_qIOhQiGVZVEMZMqX3OIWReuu71k=&c=Tb7UrwY2qG9SM_1jU52bigSZefLVH8e5Hpq2Iwl6Xdx57DYKpb2j
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KbRKBLjWKuXDRil2oRxre_GkUVAAk09ONZBiFMWYzhTkyTjBMq5dQoa5WUjVrgOq_ABHrx-Nji1ePvHbERg4v00LjXi-0vk27P8be4ROLEWGomygHeqMJ3KxFHrhod2OEUxrByJcKSAojBic_TkochkH3_i9UAF6FZq90jY9cfrkvKbBHit9moEJ1rVtNEzq&c=Tb7UrwY2qG9SM_1jU52bigSZefLVH8e5
https://www.railwayage.com/author/wvantuonosbpub-com/
https://hsr.ca.gov
https://www.railwayage.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/California-v.-DOT-Settlement-Agreement-Final-May-26.pdf
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MCRM ï Restoration Department Mid-May 2021 Update: Provided by Chuck Lavallee 

Volunteers were on hand for a three day session on May 14th through May 16th. Volunteers participating in the session included: David Mat-
toon, David Pagel, Owen Hughes, Pete Becker, Jeff Haertlein, Richard Potthast, Jack Reichert, Jerry Finch, Tom Blewett, Bako and myself. 
We had a good session and made progress on a number of active project. Following is a brief summary of the activity and progress made over 
the three days. 
DULUTH: 
Jerry and I test fit a piece of the bendable plywood in the headliner area. It looks like it will work well. We also tested out a test piece of the 
new window sill. The sills will be run at FVTC on Wednesday. We rounded up loose trim pieces to get stripped in Reedsburg. Owen lacquered 
the berth latching mechanisms that Jeff Huttenburg cleaned up. Jack took samples of the wood guide rails pieces needed for inside the new 
berths. I worked with Richard P. to install the cylinder brake lever and sized the lever hanger. The lever hanger (from the Soo Line 1257) needs 
to be cut and re-welded before it can be installed. Larry is continuing to make good progress with the stripping in the sleeping compartment. 

óDULUTHô  DSS&A Sleeper   

Interior woodwork in the 
process of being stripped Window trim needing to be 

stripped  

Soo Line #203: 
David P. and Richard P. worked on the cupola residing. New siding has been reinstalled on three of the four sides. The car is looking better 
all of the time. 

New siding installed on the Soo Line #203 cuploa 

Continued on next page: 
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Badger #2 (Fish Car): 
WŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ L ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŬǎƘ ŎŀǊΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘǎ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊŀǎǎ ōƭƛƴŘ 
ƭƛƊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜǎΦ ²ŜϥǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΣ ǿŜ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǇǎ ǘƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ōƭƛƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊΦ WŀŎƪ ŀƭǎƻ 
ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƻƻŘ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǎƛƎƴ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ 

L: Jack working on the wood blinds inside the Fish car  

LS&I #64: Carline installation in process on the LS&I #64 

Jerry and I continued working on installing new carlines (roof ribs) on the west side lower roof. 
Weôre presently about 70% done on the west side with 14 more carlines to make and install. 
Jerry also started to make seven of the needed carlines for the car. Meanwhile, Fred worked on 
cutting new wood pieces for repairing the west letter board. 
 
Also be sure to participate in the Matching Fund Drive for the DULUTH project, where we 
will match all donations dollar-for-dollar up to $15,000. The goal is to raise the needed 
funds by the end of 2021.Your help is needed to keep the DULUTH sleeping car project mov-
ing ahead as part of the multi-year restoration plan. For more details access the following link: 
  
https://www.midcontinent.org/category/car-shop/dssa-duluth/ 
 
Thanks once again to everyone that helped out during this session. Our next scheduled session 
is 
planned for June 4th-6th. Make your plans now to join us. In the meantime, if any additional 
or new 
sessions get schedule I'll be sure to inform everyone. 
Bill Buhrmaster 
MCRM Restoration Dept. 708-340-4098 

                     Minnesota Group Unveils Repainted Milwaukee Road E9 
                        By Steve Glischinski | May 12, 2021  Retro design blends paint schemes of earlier Milwaukee E unit. 

The Friends of the 261 group has unveiled its repainted Milwaukee Road E9, No. 32A (Douglas Hildebrandt)  

MINNEAPOLIS ð The Friends of the 261 has unveiled a new ñretroò paint scheme 
for Milwaukee Road E9A 32A. The E unit, acquired by the Friends in 2019, is paint-
ed orange and maroon to fit with the majority of the Friends passenger fleet. Since 
Milwaukee Road E9s were only painted Union Pacific yellow, the group decided to 
adopt a ñblendedò scheme that harkens back to original Milwaukee Road diesel 
schemes. It is a combination of the Milwaukee Roadôs 1947 E7 scheme with orange 
substituted for gray, and the 1950s E7 scheme which featured orange and maroon. 
The scheme features the large nose ñwingò logo used on the E7s when they were de-
livered to pull Hiawatha streamliners. 
The 32A Diesel Team led by Jim DeRocher has spent over a year to upgrade the unit 
mechanically at the Friends shop in Minneapolis. The team is also installing an Event 
Recorder/alerter system that is fully compatible with posi-tive train control. While the 
unit does not have PTC now, it can be added at a later date. 
In the late 1940s and early 1950s the backbone of the Milwaukee Roadôs passenger 
diesel fleet was a pair of E6As and ten E7As. In 1955, Milwaukee purchased 12 E9A 
units and six B units built to Union Pacific specifica-tions for use on UPôs City 
streamliners when they switched from the Chicago & North Western to the Milwau-
kee Road between Chicago and Omaha.  

Continued on next  page: 

https://www.midcontinent.org/category/car-shop/dssa-duluth/
https://www.trains.com/authors/?_article_author=steve-glischinski
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They were also used on other Milwaukee Road trains, no-tably the Olympian Hiawatha between Chicago, the Twin Cities and Seat-tle/Tacoma 
(discontinued in 1961) and the Twin Cities Hiawathas between Chicago and the Twin Cities. In April 1961, the Milwaukee purchased six more 
E9s for Chicago commuter service, among the last E units built. Of the Milwaukeeôs 18 E9A units, four are known to survive, with two at the Illi-
nois Railway Museum, one on display in Deer Lodge, Mont., and the 32A. 
The last Hiawatha was discontinued in 1971 and the non-commuter units were sold to Amtrak. Amtrak used E9s until 1979. Milwaukee 32A, by 
then Amtrak 434, was officially retired in October 1982 and sold to the Alaska Railroad, which renumbered it 2402. It later went to the Wisconsin 
& Southern, which was acquired in 2012 by Watco. The Friends acquired the unit from Watco and Wisconsin & Southern in 2019. The Friends 
hope to purchase another E8 or E9 unit to go with No. 32A, and is planning a fundraising effort to acquire another of the streamlined units. 
No. 32A will make its public debut at Union Depot Train Days, being held at Union Depot in St. Paul June 5-6. In addition to No. 32A, other die-
sels scheduled to appear included a freight locomotive from Twin Cities & Western, which is marking its 30th anniversary this year, and com-
memorative units from Amtrak, Canadian Pacific and Union Pacific. 
More information on the Friends of the 261 is available here. Information on the Union Depot Train Days is available here. 

             Oliver Hazard Perry Joins the 261  June 16 2021  provided by Chuck Lavalle 

The latest addition to the Friends of the 261 fleet, the Oliver Hazard Perry. Built 
in 1954 for the CN Railway as the Mount Resplendent. The Perry comes com-
plete with 3 bedrooms, kitchen, dinning and lounge, making it a great first class 
addition to the fleet. 
  
Enjoy chance to ride the Oliver Hazard Perry from Minneapolis/St Paul on July 
17 or from Chicago or Milwaukee to Minneapolis/St Paul on July 26.                                                      
Dates:  July 17 & 26, 2021 

A report of the June 5th and 

6th event at the St Paul Union 

Depot. 

Displayôs: 

CANADIAN PACIFIC 
Canadian Pacific No. 6644 is a 4,300 horsepower Electro-Motive Die-
sel SD70ACU that the railroad uses to take the message of military 
pride across the CP system. CP personnel studied the paint colors and 
patterns that branches of the Canadian and U.S. militaries applied to 
tanks, planes and warships. Based on their research, they devised the 
livery for the 6644, which is numbered to commemorate the Allied 
invasion of Normandy, France, on ñD-Dayò June 6, 1944 during 
World War II. 

Continued on next page: 

http://www.261.com/
https://www.uniondepot.org/traindays
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FRIENDS OF THE 261 
Milwaukee Road Skytop Lounge Observation Car Cedar Rapids 
Built: 1948, Milwaukee Road Shops 
Historic significance: Used on Milwaukee Road passenger trains that served Union Depot, the only operational car of its type 

 
FRIENDS OF THE 261 
Milwaukee Road Super Dome No. 53 
Built: 1952, Pullman-Standard Car Manufacturing Company 
Historic significance: Used on Milwaukee Road passenger trains that served Union Depot 
 
Milwaukee Road Lounge Car Fox River Valley 
Built: 1952 by the Budd Company for Pennsylvania Railroad 
Historic significance: Example of the parlor and lounge cars once common on North American passenger trains 

TWIN CITIES AND WESTERN 
Twin Cities and Western Railroad Company is a regional railroad 
based in Glencoe, Minnesota operating over 229 miles of track and 
serving some of the most productive agricultural counties in Minne-
sota and South Dakota. TC&W is the largest shortline railroad in 
Minnesota! This year TC&W are celebrating their 30th anniver-
sary! 

UNION PACIFIC 
Union Pacific No. 1943, ñThe Spirit of the Union Pacificò is a 4,300 
horsepower Electro-Motive Diesel SD70AH that the railroad designed 
as a tribute to the United States Armed Forces. The locomotive was built 
in 2016 and repainted in its special colors in 2017. 

AMTRAK 
Locomotive number 161 was manufactured by General Electric. 
The P-42 is the workhorse of the Amtrak diesel fleet with more 
than 180 units in active service around the system. P-42s haul 
Amtrak long distance transcontinental and corridor trains on 
routes not electrified. They can travel up to 110 mph, where track 
and signal conditions permit, and can generate 4,250 horsepower. 

 TRAIN DAYS Had VIDEO MINISERIES FROM 
VIRTUAL TRAIN DAYS 2020 
Six-part video miniseries, highlighting memories of Union Depot, the 
history of trains, interviews with railroading experts and more!  
Virtual Train Days ï Episode 1 | Memories of Union Depot 

Virtual Train Days – Episode 2 | How the Steam Locomotive Changed 
History 
Virtual Train Days – Episode 3 | Luxury Train Travel 
Virtual Train Days – Episode 4 | The History of Railroading in Saint Paul 
Virtual Train Days – Episode 5 | Q & A With Railroad Experts 
Virtual Train Days – Episode 6 | Union Depot and Railroads Today 
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 Metro News - KCS Chooses CN   hƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ нпΣ нлнмΣ ммΥрл !aΣ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ YǊŜƴǎƪŜ 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. ï Kansas City Southern has officially terminated its merger agreement with Canadian Pacific and 
chosen to partner with Canadian National in a $33.6 billion deal to create the first railroad linking Canada, the U.S., and 

Mexico. 
ñWe are thrilled that KCS has agreed to combine with CN to create the premier railway for the 21st century,ò CN CEO JJ Ruest said in a state-
ment today. 
CN expects the merger to generate $1 billion in synergies, most of them from new revenue opportunities from traffic growth that will flow from 
new single-line service to and from Mexico. 
ñAs North Americaôs most customer-focused transportation provider, we are excited about this combination with CN, which will provide cus-
tomers access to new single-line transportation services at the best value for their transportation dollar, and increase competition among the 
Class I railroads,ò KCS CEO Patrick Ottensmeyer said. 
The CN-KCS combination will face an immediate challenge: Whether the U.S. Surface Transportation Board will approve CNôs request to place 
KCS into a voting trust while the merger is under regulatory review. 
CN plans to formally submit its voting trust request to the STB today. On Monday the STB rejected CNôs initial voting trust request as incom-
plete and warned CN that it had concerns about the $19 billion in debt CN will use to fund the most expensive rail merger ever. 
CN and KCS said they were confident regulators would approve the voting trust as well as the merger itself. 
KCS said today that each share of its stock will be exchanged for $200 in cash and 1.129 shares of CN common stock, which places the value of 
the deal at $325 per share. Thatôs a 45% premium to the KCS stock price of March 19, the last trading day before CP and KCS announced their 
merger agreement. 
Closing of the deal is subject to KCS shareholder approval and STB approval of CNôs proposed voting trust. 
KCS paid CP a $700 million breakup fee, which CN will reimburse. KCS would have to refund the $700 million if it were to back out of the CN 
deal to accept a better offer. 
CP ï which reached a friendly deal with KCS in March, only to have CN swoop in with a higher offer a month later ï said the battle for KCS is 
not yet over. 
CP contends that CN will not be able to proceed with the KCS merger under the current agreement if the STB declines the voting trust request. 
If that were to occur, CP would seek to revive its $29 billion merger agreement with KCS, CP told federal regulators today. 
CP also said it would forge ahead with its KCS merger application at the STB. 
ñCP believes that pursuing its Application is in the best interests of both KCS and the public so that the pro-competitive CP/KCS transaction can 
proceed to be reviewed by the Board and ï in the event KCSôs agreement with CN is terminated or CN is otherwise unable to acquire control of 
KCS ï a potential acquisition of KCS by CP could be implemented without undue delay,ò CP lawyer David Meyer wrote. 
The STB earlier this month approved CPôs request to place KCS in a voting trust while the merger is reviewed under the boardôs older and less 
restrictive merger rules. 

Metro News - KCS Merger Battle On Tuesday, May 25, 2021, 10:42 AM, Frederick Krenske  

CALGARY, Alberta ð Canadian Pacific today urged Kansas City Southern to drop its plans to merge with Canadian National, arguing that 
only a CP-KCS combination could win regulatory approval. 
ñWe believe that the KCS Board has a clear path to conclude that the level of risk surrounding a CN-KCS transaction and CNôs ability to close 
into voting trust are too high,ò CP CEO Keith Creel wrote in a formal response to the KCS board, which last week deemed CNôs $33.6 billion 
offer superior to the $29 billion deal it had previously reached with CP. 
 
Today was the deadline for CP to respond to the CN bid, and Creelôs message indicates CP will not raise its offer for KCS. 
Creel said regulatory developments over the past week show that a CN-KCS deal is fraught with risk. 
The Surface Transportation Board on procedural grounds rejected CNôs request to put KCS into a voting trust. But the board also said it would 
take a more cautious approach to a KCS voting trust involving a CN-KCS merger, raised concerns about the level of debt CN would use to 
fund the acquisition, and said the CN-KCS combination would be judged under the untested and more stringent 2001 merger review rules. The 
Justice Department also weighed in, saying a CN-KCS merger might threaten rail competition. 
ñAs we have been saying from the start, CNôs proposal is illusory, and the KCS Board, in fulfilling its duties to its shareholders to explore the 
proposal, has helped shine additional light on this fact,ò Creel wrote. ñWe respectfully believe there is no longer any basis to terminate the CP-
KCS Merger Agreement. The best way for the KCS Board to fulfill its fiduciary duties in light of recent developments would be to continue to 
pursue the CP-KCS combination, which already has the benefit of STB approval to use a voting trust.ò 
Creel argues that the STBôs decision to reject CNôs request to put KCS into a voting trust while the merger is under review was not merely a 
procedural maneuver. 
 
ñThe STB views CNôs proposed voting trust through the same lens as the DOJ ð as a threat to competition in the railroad industry and a threat 
to the public interest,ò he wrote. ñThe fact that the STB chose to affirmatively express these views in the May 17 Decision (rather than simply 
denying CNôs motion for approval of its voting trust agreement on the available procedural grounds of incompleteness) also sends a clear signal 
on the STBôs stance should CN move forward with renewing its motion for approval to use a voting trust.ò 
CP would not engage in a bidding war with CN, Creel said, particularly since CPôs offer provides KCS shareholders with a considerable premi-
um. KCS stock, however, is currently trading $20 above CPôs $275 per share offer due to the influence of CNôs $325 per share offer. 
 
ñWe look forward to closing this chapter on the CN proposal and continuing to work together towards our common goal to complete the CP-
KCS combination, the only viable Class I merger, which will be transformational and creates meaningful and compelling immediate short and 
long-term value serving the best interests of our respective customers, stakeholders and the North American economy,ò  
 
Creel wrote. 
The STB has approved CPôs request to put KCS into a voting trust and would judge a CP-KCS merger under the pre-2001 merger rules. 

https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/federal-regulators-deal-blow-to-cn-kcs-deal-raise-concerns-about-merger/
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CN, which announced its unsolicited bid for KCS last month, contends that a CN-KCS combination can win regulatory approval because it 
would enhance competition and is in the public interest because it would take trucks off the highway, provide expanded options for shippers, 
and introduce new single-line service between Texas and Chicago. 
CN said in a statement today that, in light of CPôs acknowledgement that it would not increase its offer, ñCN will continue to engage construc-
tively with KCS to work towards executing the definitive merger agreement we submitted on May 13. We are confident in our ability to ob-
tain the STBôs approval for our voting trust and ultimately close our pro-competitive combination with KCS.ò 
ð Updated at 10:55 a.m. CDT with CN statement 

Analysis: How Kansas City Southern Merger Bids Could Affect Amtrak 
Trains Newswire By Bob Johnston | May 12, 2021  

Increases in freight traffic on Canadian National and Canadian Pacific could mean more competition for track capacity 

The eastbound Empire Buider hugs the Mississippi River 

on Canadian Pacific north of Winona, Minn., in October 
2016. Capacity expansion could occur here to accommo-
date a second daily Chicago-Twin Cities train. (Bob John-

ston)  

CHICAGO ð Canadian National has announced it intends to beef up what is 
currently a meandering, unsignaled 40-mph ex-Gulf, Mobile & Ohio branch to 
connect with Kansas City Southernôs main line to the Gulf Coast. And if Cana-
dian Pacific gets KCS, it expects to direct Mexican supply chain business to 
and from Western Canada through its Minneapolis gateway, and link eastern 
provincesô traffic at Chicago. 
 
What do those competing plans have to do with Amtrak? Potentially, plenty, 
even though KCS itself hosts no passenger trains. Here are possible impacts 
from each merger partner. 

Canadian National 

The combined CN-KCS system could have significant impact for Amtrakôs City of 
New Orleans and service in Illinois. (Canadian National)  
In an earlier era, Illinois Centralôs Green Diamond (and later, the Governorsô Special) 
left the north-south ñMain Line of Mid-America,ò at Gilman, Ill., making a stop at 
Springfield, Ill. This is where CNôs connection with KCSôs line to Kansas City would 
occur [see ñCanadian National plans major upgrade to IC-KCS route to Kansas 
City,ò Trains News Wire, May 6, 2021]. 
But under Hunter Harrison, IC single-tracked its route south of Homewood, Ill., to the 
shores of Lake Ponchartrain in the 1990s. Another capacity-cutting move chased 
Amtrakôs City of New Orleans from its Memphis-Jackson, Miss., Granada District 
speedway in 1995 before IC sold the route. Since then, the City has been exiled to the 
Yazoo District, whose undulating washboard over the Mississippi Deltaôs shifting 
ground is invariably the roughest ride on the entire Amtrak network. 
Thus, Amtrak trains have had to contend with what amounts to a single-track funnel for 
the last 25 years. As CN steadily increased train lengths, Amtrak punctuality has suf-
fered. The City of New Orleans was Amtrakôs only long-distance train to get a passing 
grade for on-time performance in fiscal 2020 with an 88% on-time mark, thanks to 
generous schedule padding and better recent dispatching. But the Chicago-Carbondale, 
Ill., Illini and Saluki have historically fared much worse. Those trains had a 72% on-
time mark during the same period, but only one of the usual two round trips was oper-
ating for half the fiscal year. During the previous decade, extensive delays caused by 
freight and passenger conflicts, principally around Champaign, Ill., prompted Amtrak 
to charge CN with failing to grant passenger train priority. That Surface Transportation 
Board proceeding is still under review. 
In its upgrade announcement, CN did not indicate plans to expand capacity between 
Homewood and Gilman to support the additional traffic it says will be channeled to the 
KCS main line. Yet it remains to be seen whether the company will, in fact, favor that 
circuitous path. The Chicago-Kansas City-Shreveport, La., route has more grades and 
curvature compared to a rendezvous with the KCS at Jackson, Miss., via the former IC 
line through Cairo, Ill.; Fulton, Ky.; and Memphis, Tenn. 
While CNôs Edgewood Cutoff provides a possible congestion safety valve to Fulton 
south of Effingham, Ill., even a marginal traffic increase could spell trouble for the City 
of New Orleans, Illini, and Saluki ð given the multi-mile length of most CN freight 
trains. 
Another Amtrak service might be impacted by additional CN eastern Canada traffic. 
The Chicago-Port Huron, Mich., Blue Water must share the ex-Grand Trunk Western 
route with CN trains east of Battle Creek, Mich. West of there, the freights have a pas-
senger-free path to Chicago, save for paralleling the Norfolk Southern at South Bend, 
Ind., for a short distance. 

https://www.trains.com/authors/?_article_author=bob-johnston
https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/canadian-national-plans-major-upgrade-to-ic-kcs-route-to-kansas-city/
https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/canadian-national-plans-major-upgrade-to-ic-kcs-route-to-kansas-city/


tŀƎŜ нл                                                                      bƻǊǘƘǎǘŀǊ bŜǿǎ                                          Wǳƭȅ нлнм 

Volume 52 #6   Northstar Railway Historical Society     July 2021 

Continued from previous page: 
Canadian Pacific 

The portion of a Canadian Pacific-Kansas City Southern map involving 
Amtrak is primarily between the Twin Cities and Detroit. (Canadian Pacific)  
If CP gets KCS, however, its freights would share tracks east of Chicago to 
Porter or Butler, Ind., with the Blue Water; Wolverine service from the Detroit 
area; the Pere Marquette from Grand Rapids, Mich.; the Lake Shore Lim-
ited from New York and Boston; and the Capitol Limited from Washington, 
D.C. Trains from eastern Canada have trackage rights out of the Windsor-
Detroit tunnel utilizing Norfolk Southernôs ex-Wabash line to a connection 
with the former New York Central east-west main at Butler. 
Though there have been some improvements on the NS west of Goshen, Ind., 
to Chicago, the Federal Railroad Administration declined to advance plans for 
a separate, all-passenger Porter-Chicago route several years ago because the 
agency could envision no funding source that would provide the money to 
build it. 

On the other hand, expanded capacity could occur on the CP south of St. Paul, Minn., on the line that currently hosts the Empire Builder. Cana-
dian Pacific traffic from Western Canada headed to Kansas City would follow the Builderôs route for about 130 miles between the Twin Cities 
and La Crescent, Minn., just west of La Crosse. If Wisconsin and Minnesota approve $16.5 million in matching funds, the route would receive 
funding for $53 million in additions to the mostly single-track CP route, which the railroad as agreed would facilitate a second daily Chicago-St. 
Paul Amtrak round trip. Much of this work is centered at the Winona, Minn., yard and the junction at La Crescent. 
Norfolk Southern passenger train handling received a ñCò rating laset year under Amtrakôs on-time grading system for host-railroad perform 
after a four-year ñFò average. Canadian Pacific, however, has maintained an ñAò during both periods, enhanced by seven daily Hiawatha round 
trips operating in the 94%+ range on the busy Chicago-Milwaukee corridor. 
While either merger could affect Amtrak, a CP-KCS union would appear to have less potential for a negative impact than a CN-KCS hookup. 
And Canadian Pacificôs overall positive predisposition towards passenger trains could expedite expansion over KCS lines between New Orleans 
and Baton Rouge, La. ð one of the routes on Amtrakôs óConnectUSô map of possible expansion by 2035 ð as well as an extension of the Cres-
cent from Meridian, Miss., to Dallas proposed before current Amtrak management dropped the idea. 

           Duluth Tourist Railroad Shut Down Again, This Time by Superfund Cleanup                              
Fri, Jun 4, 2021 at 6:52 PM Metro News by Rick Krenske 

The Lake Superior & Mississippi Railroad in Duluth, Minn., will be shut down for a second consecutive year, this time because of cleanup at a 
former U.S. Steel plant, an EPA Superfund site along the tourist railroadôs route. WDIO-TV reports the cleanup work would have left only 
about 20% of the non-profit operationôs normal 6-mile route. President Joel Manns said the railroad is disappointed not to run for the second 
straight year ð it was shut down in 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Financially, this situation is not as bleak this year, he said, be-
cause the railroad is receiving some compensation from the EPA. The railroad plans to return in 2022. 

'We Are One' Locomotive 
On Thursday, June 24, 2021, 11:33 AM, Frederick Krenske   

released images of its ñWe Are Oneò locomotive. (Union Pacific, via Facebook)  

HOUSTON ð Union Pacific today posted several images on Facebook and Twitter of its specially painted ñWe Are Oneò locomotive, which 
celebrates the companyôs diversity and honors its Employee Resource Groups. The locomotive was unveiled Saturday at a Juneteenth event in 
Houston. The locomotive, a product of the railroadôs North Little Rock, Ark., shops, is scheduled to tour the system this summer [see ñUnion 
Pacific plans tour é,ò Trains News Wire, June 18, 2021]. The railroad had previously released teaser images and a diagram of the paint scheme. 

https://www.wdio.com/news/epa-us-steel-superfund-site-cleanup-derails-lsandm-railroad-season/6130301/
https://www.facebook.com/unionpacific/
https://twitter.com/UnionPacific/status/1407466747758886912
https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/union-pacific-plans-tour-for-we-are-one-locomotive/
https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/union-pacific-plans-tour-for-we-are-one-locomotive/
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Mark Twain Zephyr E-Newsletter: 5/09/2021 

From: Wisconsin Great Northern Railroad  Provided by Chuck Lavallee   

EDITION 6 - SUNDAY, MAY 9, 2021  

This E-Newsletter is produced by the Wisconsin Great Northern 
Railroad's Office of Passenger Development to keep our supporters 
informed about the restoration of the Mark Twain Zephyr. We will 
send one to two updates per month and never sell/give your e-mail 
address to any third party  

UPDATE ON OUR 2021 SEASON 
We have an update to share about the Wisconsin Great Northern's 2021 season. 
  
Last week, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and Transportation Security Administration (TSA), decided to extend their mask man-
date through September 13. 
  
This mandate, which was set to expire originally this week, states that all visitors and passengers must wear their masks the entire time they are 
on railroad property. The FRA and TSA federal mandate for railroads supersedes any local or state mandates that may or may not be in place. 
The only exception for taking off your mask would be eating and drinking on one of our food trains --- however --- passengers would have to 
"re-mask after ever bite and sip". Those are literally the words used in the memo we received.  
  
We do not really envision meals, or even a simple cheese and wine tasting, being really enjoyable for passengers with having to constantly re-
mask.  
  
So, our owners are making the difficult decision to remain closed for awhile longer... with hopes the mandate will be lifted soon. Our decision 
was also based on the fact that any passenger who violated such mandate could face stiff fines from the government. (We don't want to subject 
you to that!) 
 
With that said, the Wisconsin Great Northern Railroad does not have an "official" opening date for 2021 at this time. This is because the feder-
al mandate could end sooner than expected... or it could extended even further into the fall or winter. We simply do not know. 
  
Our staff will continue to remain busy despite passengers trains not running for the next couple of months. Work will continue on building 28 
private dining rooms on our four main dining cars --- providing the only train in the country with a private dining experience for all passengers. 
Work has begun on building loops on the north and south end of our passenger main line --- so you will soon get a much different view when 
you head back to the WGNRR. Work will continue on ballasting the 2.5 miles of new track that was laid last fall north of our Trego Depot. 
  
Our media team is also hard at work... collaborating closely with TRAINS Magazine on a new DVD and special edition magazine they are 
putting together for release later this year. A lot of the DVD will feature video shot by our teams on-property. 
  
Our team of historians are looking at going "ON TOUR" this summer... reaching out to those along the original route of the Mark Twain Zeph-
yr who might still remember the train or have memorabilia. They will give presentations to local libraries and rail history groups from Gales-
burg, IL to St. Louis, MO. 
  
More on these items coming in future E-Newsletters! 
  
Continue to watch our website... and when an exact re-open day is announced, we will also send out one our e-Newsletters.  

 
Southwest LRT Construction Bulletin Update: June 11, 2021 
                          Provided by John Goodman 
The closure of Westbound Highway 212 between Highway 62 and Shady Oak Road 
in Eden Prairie to set LRT bridge beams scheduled for today, Friday June 11 has been 
postponed until tomorrow Saturday, June 12th at 12:00 PM. Eastbound Highway 212 
will also close tomorrow later in the afternoon. All lanes will reopen on Thursday, 

June 17, in the morning. See Eden Prairie detour information.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MzAuMzk3NTM3MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21ldHJvY291bmNpbC5vcmcvVHJhbnNwb3J0YX
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Union Pacific says Autonomous Trains are the Answer to Driverless Trucks 
 TRAINS Newswire: By Bill Stephens | May 5, 2021  from Chuck Lavallee 

 Until autonomous technology is ready, CEO says railroad needs one-man crews to stay competitive 

TuSimple self-driving truck. Union Pacific has invested in 
the company to keep an eye on the technology, but says 
changes must occur to keep railroads competitive with 
truck competition. (TuSimple)  
OMAHA, Neb. ð How can railroads compete with autono-
mous or electric trucks that would dramatically reduce the 
cost of trucking? 
ñUltimately, our answer to autonomous trucks is autono-
mous trains,ò Union Pacific CEO Lance Fritz says. A first 
step toward automation is reducing crew size where feasi-
ble, Fritz said during the railroadôs investor day Tuesday. 
UP invested in autonomous truck company TuSimple in 
December to keep tabs on the technology, and so it can test 
driverless rigs for intermodal drayage service, Fritz says. 
TuSimple, which runs autonomous trucks in the Southwest 
with a driver aboard who can step in if necessary, plans to 
make its first driverless revenue move this fall. 
Analysts say that autonomous rigs could threaten nearly a 
third of the traffic that currently moves by rail. Electric 
trucks are significantly cheaper to operate than diesel rigs 
and are likely to arrive sooner, and in greater numbers, than 

ñUsing the positive train control platform weôve already invested in, we believe the ability to reduce crew size is in our future,ò Fritz says. ñThis 
provides for a safer and more sustainable method of transportation. Certainly, from a public safety standpoint, running an autonomous train on a 
fixed track seems much safer than running 18-wheelers without drivers on our highways.ò 
National negotiations between the Class I railroads and rail labor are in their second year. Reducing the size of train crews from two to one is on 
the table. Unions have long opposed further reductions in crew size and have argued that moving to autonomous trains would pose service and 
safety issues. 
ñWe are committed to at least engaging seriously in the conversation about getting to a crew consist deal, where when we are prepared on the right 
territory, we can reduce the number of people in the cab of the locomotive to match the work,ò Fritz says. 
UP envisions using ground-based roving conductors who would be responsible for several trains within their service territories. ñWe think thatôs 
got a lot of positives to it,ò Fritz said on the railroadôs earnings call last month. ñFirst and foremost is a lifestyle improvement for half the cab of 
the locomotive in that circumstance.ò 
Instead of working unpredictable hours in the cab, he explains, conductors would instead work regular shifts and sleep in their own beds every 
night. And UP would see its crew costs fall. 
Fritz says UP must do three things to maintain the railroadôs cost advantage against autonomous trucks: Go to one-person crews and eventually 
autonomous operation; reduce fuel consumption; and ensure the railroadôs transportation plan is as efficient as possible. 
ñAll three of those are going to keep us in front of trucks,ò Fritz says. 

"Brownton Grain Train 5-3-2021"  Roger Libra May 7 2021                                                                             

 Here are some shots of the Brownton grain train on TC&W with BNSF power from 5/3-21  

https://www.trains.com/authors/?_article_author=bill-stephens
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                                                                                   Mon Valley Works  
                                         From: Dave Schauer Date: Mon, 03 May 2021 14:50:20 PDT  TwinPortsRail@groups.io  
Not good news for U.S. Steelôs Edgar Thomson Works and affiliated plants in the Pittsburgh area, or Minntac that supplies the mill. The cancel-
ling of major upgrades sounds just like what happened before they shut down Great Lakes Works (Zug Island Detroit) last April.  

In the Mon Valley ð Where U.S. Steel has Canceled Major Investment ð Many Left Wondering 
What Went Wrong  LINDA WILSON FUOCO AND HALLIE LAUER 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  May 03 2021 
Reaction to the U.S. Steel cancellation of a $1.5 billion upgrade to plants in Braddock, West Mifflin and Clairton is still roiling the Monongahela 
Valley ð and beyond. 
There is passion on both sides of the ñjobsò versus ñclean airò dispute, but many in the communities most affected by the decision were hoping to 
have both. 
Different estimates say the 18-month construction period would have provided 600-800 jobs for members of the 14 unions that make up the Pitts-
burgh Regional Building Trades Council, including about 150 members of Steamfitters Local 440. 
ñWe need to keep steel mills in the United States,ò said Kenny Broadbent, business manager for the steamfitters. 

Steamfitters workers keep steam and liquids flowing 
through pipes. They install and service heating, air 
conditioning and refrigeration equipment.  
Mr. Broadbent is among those hoping U.S. Steelôs plan 
to upgrade its facilities would reduce air pollution 
while creating new work opportunities. Overall, some 
have estimated that the project would have created up 
to 1,000 jobs. 
ñWe need jobs that give people a good middle class 
lifestyle,ò he said. ñWe also need clean air and water,ò 
and U.S. Steel was working on that. 
ñLetôs work on controlling emissions hereò instead of 
watching China and other countries make steel while 
operating under guidelines this country can not control, 
he suggested. 
ñWhen you make it harder and harder for U.S. Steel to 
operate, why wouldnôt they leave?ò 

Asked who is making conditions difficult for U.S. Steel, Mr. Broadbent said, ñThe environmentalists, I guess.ò 
U.S. Steelôs announcement on Friday includes plans to ñpermanently idleò three batteries at the Clairton plant, which would reduce coke pro-
duction by 17%. 
All of this ñis a death warrant for the Mon Valley Works,ò Pennsylvania Lt. Gov. John Fetterman said. The $1.5 billion in U.S. Steel up-
grades ñwould have given us the cleanest and greenest steelmaking facility in the country ð maybe even the world.ò 
ñI live hereò in Braddock, said Mr. Fetterman, the boroughôs former mayor who still lives there with his wife and children. ñIs the air Rocky 
Mountain fresh? No, but itôs OK and was going to get betterò with the $1.5 billion in upgrades. 
ñWhy was I the only local elected official who pushed for the project?ò he said. 
Local and union officials and steelworkers are privately concerned about the future of the Mon Valley Works. Steelmaking plants, including 
the Homestead Works that once employed 5,000 people, shut down in the late 1980s after U.S. Steel did not invest money in improvements and 
upgrades. 
ñItôs not good,ò said a steelworker from the Edgar Thompson Works in Braddock, who asked to only be identified as Bob K. ñItôs going to be 
interesting [to see] what theyôre going to do here. Itôs too early to tell.ò 
Bob, who lives in North Huntingdon, has worked at the Edgar Thomson plant for 47 years and plans to retire in July. 
ñI feel sorry for these guys. These young guys in here have got maybe eight to 10 years under their belts,ò he said. ñTo get a decent pension 
you need 30. Whatôs U.S. Steel going to do for them?ò 
U.S. Steel has not said it plans to shut down the Mon Valley plants. When reached for comment on Sunday, Amanda Malkowski, U.S. Steelôs 
external lead for operational communications, said the company remains ñcommitted to steelmaking in the Mon Valley for the next genera-
tion.ò 
ñWe remain honored that Pittsburgh is our home ... today we energetically continue our journey with a bright vision for the next generation of 
sustainable steelmaking,ò the company said in a Friday statement that ran as a full-page ad in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette on Sunday. 
ñIt did not come as a complete shock,ò Braddock Mayor Chardae Jones said. U.S. Steel lost the battle to frack in Braddock, so ñthis is the com-
panyôs payback.ò  
About 3,000 men and women work in the Mon Valley Works, which includes the Edgar Thomson Works in Braddock, the Irvin Works in West 
Mifflin and the Clairton Coke Works in Clairton. 
Three hundred work in the Braddock plant, though only 11 live in Braddock, which had 2,100 residents according to the 2010 census, Ms. 
Jones said. She expects the population to drop below 2,000 when the 2020 census figures are released. 
Ms. Jones, Braddockôs mayor for the past two years, said there are quarterly Community Advisory Board meetings with the steel companyôs 
representatives. 
ñEvery time Iôve complained to them about air quality, they say the air is better than it used to be,ò she said. 
The $1.5 billion project would have improved air quality, U.S. Steel has said, indicating that Allegheny County officials delayed issuing per-
mits needed to start construction.  

Continued on next page: 

mailto:missabe@charter.net?subject=Re:%20Mon%20Valley%20Works
mailto:TwinPortsRail@groups.io
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The Allegheny County Health Department said Friday it was ñdisappointedò by the suggestion that the permitting process was a factor in the deci-
sion to cancel the Mon Valley Works project. 
ñWe worked closely with U.S. Steel for an extensive period of time on this project,ò Jim Kelly, deputy director of Environmental Health, said in a 
statement. ñCertainly, COVID-19 had an impact on how all organizations operated. Neither the ACHD nor U.S. Steel were an exception. But I can 
verify that we continued to work proactively to move this project along.ò 
For residents of the Mon Valley, news of the canceled upgrade didnôt come as a surprise.  
ñThereôs been several attemptsò to slow the pollution and improve the air quality, but they all seem to lose steam after a while, said James Richel, 
62 of Glassport. 
ñItôs been really bad,ò he said. ñ[U.S. Steel] should try to solve the problem. It might be something they canôt make better, but this town needs a 
little cleaning up.ò 

[ƛƴŘŀ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ CǳƻŎƻΥ lfuoco@post-gazette.com ƻǊ пмн-нсо-мфроΦ IŀƭƭƛŜ [ŀǳŜǊΥ hlauer@post-gazette.comΦ 
First Published May 3, 2021, 5:00am 
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Re: Mon Valley Works  

From: Bruce K Date: Tue, 04 May 2021 09:29:39 PDT  

USS is trying desperately between the purchase of Big River Steel and the new electric arc furnace in Birmingham to become a high quality elctric 
furnace producer.  The holy grail is to produce steel for exposed car parts ( fenders etc.). 
This change should have started 40 years ago for them, but that's beside the point. 
Nucor is also working on this in Mexico in a partnership with Nissan. 
This is the last major market left for integrated steel producers.  If either company, or someone else, can figure this out it's game over for integrat-
ed steel and the local iron mines.  DRI may be part of this, but it will be a very small percentage of the steel produced, used to control quality. 
As blast furnaces come up for relines I see them being shut down permanently.  I saw a number recently, there are 18 operating furnaces left in the 
USA.  These are the biggest and best but still account for only about 20 to 25% of the steel produced in the USA. Enjoy it while we can. 
 
Bruce Kettunen Mt. Iron MN 

Seventeen Years  

From: Dave Schauer Date: Mon, 10 May 2021 12:23:24 PDT                                                                                                                               

Although a somber anniversary, today marks 17 years since the CN purchase of Great Lakes Transportation on May 10, 2004. DM&IR 215 and 

403 still roam the rails in maroon and gold and hundreds of Missabe ore cars can be found in active service, as well as over 100 side-dump cars. 

There are also some employees who hired out on the DM&IR still working former Missabe rails.   Dave Schauer Duluth, MN 

U.S. Steel expresses interest in Nashwauk mineral leases  

From: Todd Monroe Date: Thu, 13 May 2021 14:46:58 PDT                                                                                                                                

From WDIO. There is a lot of interest in the partially built mine site near Nashwauk. Thursday afternoon, U.S. Steel expressed its interest.                                                                                                                            

Mesabi Metallics is trying to finish the mine, but the DNR has started the process of terminating mineral leases with them. 

/ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ-/ƭƛũǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜ ŀǘ IƛōōƛƴƎ ¢ŀŎƻƴƛǘŜΦ 

¦Φ{Φ {ǘŜŜƭ ǎŀȅǎ ϦǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ƻǇǝƻƴǎΦϦ  
¦Φ{Φ {ǘŜŜƭ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻǿƴǎ aƛƴƴǘŀŎ ƛƴ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ LǊƻƴ ŀƴŘ YŜŜǘŀŎ ƛƴ YŜŜǿŀǝƴΦ  
Ϧ¢ƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ YŜŜǘŀŎ ƳƛƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘƭȅ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ¦Φ{Φ {ǘŜŜƭϥǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bŀǎƘǿŀǳƪ ǎƛǘŜΣ 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƅŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ŀǊŎ ŦǳǊƴŀŎŜ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǩƴƎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘ 
wŜŘǳŎŜŘ LǊƻƴ ό5wLύ ƻƴ ǎƛǘŜΣϦ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǳƴƛƻƴ ǎǘŜŜƭǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΦ 
 
CN to Test DC to AC Units  
CǊƻƳΥ Dave Schauer 5ŀǘŜΥ CǊƛΣ мп aŀȅ нлнм ммΥптΥмм t5¢  
An interesting sight at Proctor today was a pair of Norfolk Southern AC44C6M units, Nos. 4417/4242. These were rebuilt by GE from Dash-9 
DC models into AC units and apparently CN is going to test them on ore trains to see if they might be in the market for similar rebuilding on 
their older GEs.  Dave Schauer Duluth, MN 

 
Re: CN to Test DC to AC Units  
From: Chuck Corwin Date: Sat, 15 May 2021 09:19:14 PDT  
Last Saturday May 8th, 2021 a Norfolk Southern AC/DC unit was on a All Rail train that left Minntac last Saturday late in the afternoon. The 
train had three units on the front with the Norfolk Southern being the third unit on the front. A CN unit was on the rear as a DP. When the train 
made it down to North Coons a BNSF GE unit was tacked on the rear end. So now the consist consisted of three units on the front and two units 
on the rear (DP). The train was holding the main and it was parked for awhile at that location. Another train going southbound used the siding to 
go around the all rail train. The train had black BLE hopper cars along with the grey colored ortner cars.  Chuck Corwin Cohasset, Minn. 

News from the Iron Range  ¢ǿƛƴtƻǊǘǎwŀƛƭϪƎǊƻǳǇǎΦƛƻ  
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BNSF Biz Train  

From: kp.malone@charter.net Date: Wed, 19 May 2021 07:37:36 PDT  

BNSF 3267 leads 7 low level Business cars,  OS Coon Creek, Mn this morning at 0825.  Trains is from Kansas City. Missouri, for Superior, 
Wi.   
( O KCMSUP2).   Heads up for you folks up north.    Pat 

 

First Thunder Bay Coke  
CǊƻƳΥ Dave Schauer 5ŀǘŜΥ CǊƛΣ нм aŀȅ нлнм муΥлтΥнр t5¢  
The first Thunder Bay coke train of the season from Koch/Flint Hills Pine Bend refinery in Rosemount (St. Paul) went north on Wednesday. 
MERC in Superior has also been receiving trains of coke from Pine Bend and a number of ocean vessels are on the schedule to load there. Odd-
ly, the first ocean vessel scheduled for MERC was diverted to Thunder Bay a couple days ago. I'm not sure if that is simply a coincidence with 
the first coke train also headed there.    Dave Schauer  Duluth, MN 
 

NS Test GEs  

From: Dave Schauer Date: Fri, 21 May 2021 11:56:02 PDT  

For those interested, the pair of Norfolk DC-to-AC test units are on a 1400 ore empty out of Two Harbors today (Friday). Initial reports say the 
pair are performing well in ore service.   Dave Schauer  Duluth, MN 

Continued from previous page: 

New OSB Plant  

From: Dave Schauer Date: Mon, 21 Jun 2021 15:36:59 PDT  

A new USB plant is being planned for Cohasset. This might mean more traffic for the Grand Rapids Local. 
 

                               New Wood Products Plant Coming to Northeastern Minnesota 
                                                   By Lee Bloomquist Business North  Jun 21, 2021 Updated Jun 22, 2021 
Longtime forest products producer will build oriented strand board plant in Cohasset  
A new wood products manufacturing plant is coming to northeastern Minnesota. 
Huber Engineered Woods LLC (HEW), based in Charlotte, N.C., announced plans today to build a $440 million oriented strand board plant in 
Cohasset. HEW is a subsidiary of J.M. Huber Corp., a 138 year-old family-owned company headquartered in Edison, N.J.,  
A $15 million package providing funding assistance to help the company build the plant was recommended for approval today at a Minnesota 
Department of Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation special board meeting. 
The plant will be built on more than 400 acres of property currently owned by Minnesota Power at its Boswell Energy Center. 
With the approval of Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation support and other financial assistance, the project moves forward toward construc-
tion. 
ñIt's one of the largest projects we've done,ò said Mark Phillips, Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation commissioner said. ñIt's very cool stuff.ò 
Construction of the plant is expected to take about two years. 
Roughly 300 to 400 construction workers will be needed to build the plant.  
About 158 will be employed directly at the plant at median pay of $31 an hour plus benefits. Several hundred spin-off jobs in the forest products 
industry, transportation and vendor support services will also be created. 
Expectations are 150 logging trucks per day will be needed to supply the plant with wood. 
About 20,000 trucks and 330 rail cars per year will be required to transport finished product from the plant. 
HEW already operates five mills in the United States. 
The Cohasset mill will be its most efficient and sustainable operation, according to the company. 
ñThis new chapter of growth for our company, with the development of our sixth mill, is the result of tremendous collaboration between our com-
pany, Governor (Tim) Walz and leaders within a range of entities in the State of Minnesota,ò Brian Carlson, HEW president said in a news re-
lease. ñWe look forward to being an integral part of the community and a key partner in the future success of the county and the state. We are 
pleased to bring this new investment and set of employment opportunities to Itasca County and the surrounding areas. It is our desire for our new 
operations to be a shining example of our company's commitment to building a diverse and inclusive workforce.ò 
The plant will consume about 800,000 to one million tons of primarily aspen per year. 
ñI'm really excited for the opportunities this brings not only to our community, but for the region,ò said Sen. Justin Eichorn of Grand Rapids.      
Over the last decade or more, the number of wood products plants has been steadily declining. 
Closure of the Verso mill in Duluth in June 2020 is the most recent closure. In 2009, the Ainsworth facility near Cook, a producer of oriented 
strand board, also closed. The mill closures have reduced the marketplace for timber, leading to a number of loggers exiting the forest products 
business.   
ñWe've lost so many paper mills and board plants over the years,ò said Phillips. ñWe're way down on consumption.ò 
HEW is a subsidiary of J.M. Huber Corp.  
J.M. Huber manufactures specialty engineered wood materials, creates engineered woods and a variety of food, beverage, household products and 
industrial applications. 
Its product line includes sheathing, roof sheathing, wall sheathing, insulated sheathing, long length sheathing and subflooring. The company is big 
on community engagement, according to the J.M. Huber web site. The company supports local education programs, wellness programs, affordable 
housing initiatives, and donates products and funds to humanitarian causes, according to the web site. 
For years, Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation has been seeking to attract another major wood products plant to the region, said Phillips.  
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Railfan Events (Thanks to Rick Krenske, Bill Dredge)

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Northstar News                                                                         
8310 University Ave NE  APT: #420  
Fridley MN 55432 
Address Correction Requested 
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Twin City Model Railroad Mu-

seum Hobby Show and Sale  

NOTE CHANGE 

Saturday, July 24 2021 

 from 9 am to 3 pm. 

MN State Fairgrounds  
ï Education Building 
1265 Snelling Ave N 
Falcon Heights, MN 55108 

Admission for the 
show is $6.00 for 
ages 8 and 
up! Ages 7 and 
under are FREE! 

Twin City Model Railroad Mu-

seum Hobby Show and Sale  

 

Saturday, September 18, 
2021 from 9 am to 3 pm.  

MN State Fairgrounds  
ï Education Building 
1265 Snelling Ave N 
Falcon Heights, MN 55108 

Admission for the 
show is $6.00 for 
ages 8 and 
up! Ages 7 and 
under are FREE! 
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Metro News: May 03 in Railroad History: SD7  
From: Joseph Lechner Date: Mon, 03 May 2021  provided by Rick Krenske 

Electro-Motive Division unveiled its first six-axle freight diesel seventy years ago today.  EMD #990 toured the 
USA as a demonstrator before being sold to the Southern Pacific, which numbered it #1518. 
 
The SD7 was a 1500-hp hood unit like the GP7.  It looked superficially like a GP7, although it was 5 feet longer 
and 22 tons heavier.  The most obvious difference was its six-wheel trucks.  The two additional axles gave the 
SD7 greater tractive effort but also spread out its weight, making it suitable for branch lines with light rail. 

EMDôs SD (ñspecial dutyò) series represented a departure from traditional thinking.  Diesel locomotives for passenger service (ALCO DL109; 
EMD E-series; ALCO PA) had an A1A-A1A wheel arrangement.  Each truck had two powered axles and one idler axle whose only function was 
to help support the engine's weight.  When EMD engineer Richard Dilworth developed the FT, he eliminated the idler axle, convinced that a loco-
motive would exert more tractive effort if all wheels were powered.  But some lightly-constructed tracks and bridges couldn't support four-axle 
diesels. Six-axle locos could go where four-axles couldn't. 
  
Only 188 SD7s were built.  Southern Pacific bought the most (43), followed by Chicago, Burlington & Quincy (37), Milwaukee Road (24) and 
Great Northern (23).  SP #1518 is preserved in operating condition at the Illinois Railway Museum. 
Seven decades later, most freight locomotives still use the SD formula of six powered axles.  EMDôs SD70 series (over 5700 built) and GEôs C44
-9 series (over 3780 built) are ubiquitous on North American railroads. -Joseph Lechner 

mailto:jlechner@mvnu.edu?subject=Re:%20May%2003%20in%20railroad%20history%3A%20SD7

