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Meeting Notice 
Next business meeting will be held  

Saturday February 21, 2015 6:30 pm, at Roseville Lutheran 

Church at 1215 Roselawn Avenue, midway between Lexington 

and Hamline Avenues in Roseville. See map on page 2. 
 

Program after the meeting –  

Rob Mangles, #261 Engineer and railroad consultant will 

provide stories of his Railroad Career.    

There will be a pre-meeting get-together Jan 17, 2014 at the 

Keys Cafe and Bakery at the northeast corner of Lexington and 

Larpenteur starting about 4:45 pm. PLEASE CALL Bob 

Clarkson at 651-636-2323 and leave a message with your name 

and the number of persons coming with you. 
 

Reminder: Dues for 2015 are Due! 

     



Page  2                                                        Northstar News   February 2015 
 

 

                                                    Northstar Chapter Officers (please note changes from last year) 

President Richard Tubbesing Tubbesing261@yahoo.com 763-757-1304 

Vice President Dan Meyer dan@meyer-family.net 763-784-8835  

Past President H Martin Swan hmartinswan@msn.com  612-961-1684 

National Director Jim McLean genrrserv@aol.com  612-747-8541 

Treasurer Russ Isbrandt rmisbrandt@comcast.net 651-426-1156 

Secretary Dave Norman nevad11@hotmail.com  612-729-2428 

Trustee Gary Rumler nlcdrumler@gmail.com 651-385-8752 

Staff 

Program Chairman  John Goodman Jhgoodman2001@yahoo.com 612-839-0905 

Newsletter Editor Committee: Richard 

Tubbesing, Dawn 

Holmberg 

Tubbesing261@yahoo.com 

dawn@dholmberg.com  

 

763-757-1304 

763-784-8835 

 

Newsletter Distribution Richard Tubbesing Tubbesing261@yahoo.com 763-757-1304 

Calendar Committee John Goodman 

Dawn Holmberg 

Jhgoodman2001@yahoo.com 

dawn@dholmberg.com 

 

612-839-0905 

763-784-8835 

 

Trip Director John Goodman Jhgoodman2001@yahoo.com 612-839-0905 

Chapter 

Librarian/Historian 

John Cartwright stationman86@yahoo.com  651-481-8479 

Web Master Dan Meyer dan@meyer-family.net 763-784-8835 

Chapter Mailbox Northstar Chapter NRHS PO Box 120832 St Paul MN 55112 

Library Data Base 

Administrator 

Russ Isbrandt rmisbrandt@comcast.net 651-426-1156 

Meeting Site Editor’s Column 

From the east or west take MN 36 to Lexington Avenue. Drive south 

on Lexington Avenue to Roselawn Avenue and turn right. The large 

lighted parking lot is on your right as you travel west on Roselawn. 

Use the lower entrance to the church and turn left through the 

commons area. We’ll be in room 40, The Diamond Room. 
 

 

 

From the Editor: 
What a difference a year makes.  After last winter’s deep freeze, this 

winter we have had a moderate one as January temperatures soared a 

couple of days to 40 degrees F.  Also, not much snow cover either. Just 

goes to show you our weather is never average.  We still have February 

and March to survive through. 

We were pleased to have a great turn out at our last meeting in January. 

A great slide show was presented by Greg Smith from his personal 

collection showing many historical views of Twin City railroad action.  

Thanks Greg Smith!  We would like to have you back in the future!  

John Goodman continues to provide great hosts for Programs, and 

Future programs in the coming months will prove to be entertaining 

and of great interest to all our members.  

I wish to thank Jim McLean for his attendance to and detailed report on 

the NRHS conference last month.  I was happy to hear that the NRHS 

is no longer in dire straits financially, but is not out of the water yet as 

the new management team led by Al Weber continues to watch costs 

and create a viable and worthwhile organization for its members.   

Note: if you have not renewed your NRHS membership, please do, as it 

is a requirement that chapter members are also members of the NRHS.  

 

The NRHS convention will be held in Rutland VT on June 14 to June 

20 2015. See the web site below for details, as some events are sold out 

and wait lists started!  

http://www.nrhs.com/sites/default/files/2015_Convention_Registration

_Package.pdf   I have visited this area back in 2002, and it is a great 

scenic area to visit with many venue’s of  railroad interest to see! 

  
 

 

mailto:Tubbesing261@yahoo.com
mailto:rmisbrandt@comcast.net
mailto:nlcdrumler@gmail.com
mailto:Tubbesing261@yahoo.com
mailto:dawn@dholmberg.com
mailto:Tubbesing261@yahoo.com
mailto:Jhgoodman2001@yahoo.com
mailto:rmisbrandt@comcast.net
http://www.nrhs.com/sites/default/files/2015_Convention_Registration_Package.pdf
http://www.nrhs.com/sites/default/files/2015_Convention_Registration_Package.pdf
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.                                                          LIBRARY OPEN HOUSE                                                       .. 
 

 
 

There should be plenty of live action on the BNSF St. Paul Sub. There will be an open 

house at Northstar Chapter NRHS Library 2:00 to 4:00 pm Saturday February 21th 2014. 

We now have additional seating in our viewing room. (Thanks to furniture we acquired 

from the old Midway Amtrak station.) The library is at 2010 East Hennepin Avenue, the 

Central Research Building Room 226. From the west take I-35W north to the Hennepin 

Ave exit and drive east just past Stinson Blvd. From the east take I-35W South / MN 36 

West to Stinson Blvd. Turn left on Stinson to Hennepin Ave just under the railroad 

overpass, turn left. From either direction take the first driveway to enter the parking lot. 

Selected railroad DVD’s will be shown. You will be free to access and peruse any of our 

1,300 Railroad Books and our collection of Timetables.  At 4:30pm we will adjourn to 

Keys Restaurant at Lexington and Larpenteur. Drive straight east on Hennepin / Larpenteur 

to Lexington. Please join us.  

  Minutes of the January 17, 2015 Membership Meeting of the Northstar Chapter NRHS 
                                                     Minutes are not available at this time      
 

                                                                NRHS Report by Jim McLean                                                                                              . 

The Winter NRHS Board of Directors meeting was held January 10th and 11th at Roanoke VA.  Financial Crisis has been averted and hopefully 

the goal of achieving membership renewals will be reached. See minutes in Dave Norman’s Minutes of the January 2015 meeting.  

 

 

North Florida NRHS Chapter Awarded $20,000  

                     to Save Engine No. 1504 in Jacksonville 

 

The North Florida Chapter NRHS has received $20,000 from Trains Magazine and CSX Corp. to fund the cosmetic restoration of Atlantic Coast Line No. 1504, 

a 1919-built steam locomotive on display in Jacksonville, Florida. The magazine selected the NRHS chapter for its annual $10,000 Preservation Award, which 

was doubled by a matching grant from CSX. Displayed at the Prime F. Osborn III Convention Center, ACL 1504 has been outdoors for more than 50 years and is 

rapidly deteriorating due to exposure from the harsh Florida sun and salt air. In April NRHS named the locomotive to its 2013 "Most At-Risk" list of endangered 

U.S. landmarks. This marks the first time a major Class I railroad has partnered with Trains. The award was announced during the annual Association of Tourist 

Railroads and Railway Museums conference, held this year in Riverside, California widely considered one of the Southeast’s most important symbols of railroad 

history, Engine 1504 is the last remaining original U.S. Railway Administration locomotive in essentially as-built condition. The 4-6-2 Pacific was built by Alco 

Locomotive Company for USRA during World War I; however, the war ended before 1504’s completion and the engine went into service for the Atlantic Coast 

Line (ACL) railroad, powering premier passenger trains in and out of Florida. North Florida Chapter NRHS is coordinating efforts to rescue ACL 1504 with its 

“Project Return to Glory.” The Trains award will fund the project’s first phase, which focuses on the engine’s appearance and stabilization. Also participating are 

the Atlantic Coast Line-Seaboard Air Line Historical Society, the Southeast Chapter of the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society and the North Florida 

Railroad Museum. Additional donations to the project are welcomed and may be sent to North Florida Chapter NRHS, PO Box 16493, Jacksonville, FL 32245-

6493. To contact the project, email ACL1504.NFC@gmail.com. “We are thrilled with CSX’s participation, and we hope this is the beginning of a long-term 

view of this locomotive as an important keepsake of American history that needs the best care possible,” said Trains Editor Jim Wrinn. “We would love to see 

more work on top of what Trains and CSX are funding, a roof to shelter it, and an endowment to ensure that this treasure is with us forever. “Engine 1504 

represents the nationwide plight of park locomotives that are exposed to the elements without adequate maintenance resources. We’re grateful to the coalition of 

rail history groups that have joined together to save this vital landmark,” said John S. Holmgren, president of the North Florida chapter. “Thanks to Trains 

Magazine and CSX, we can rescue engine 1504 through urgently needed cosmetic restoration and help ensure a bright and secure future for this historic 

locomotive.”  

 

                                                       UP Superbowl Train consist                           Provided by John Goodman 

from Mike Palmieri of Fort Worth Texas I have received a consist for UP train PTUPX3-25 (Passenger-

Tuscon-Phoenix) which arrived in Phoenix on Sunday, and have added the car ID's as I have them.   

mailto:ACL1504.NFC@gmail.com
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 1. UPP 101 ‘Lone Star’  -Office Car 2. UPP 412 ‘Lake Forest’  -Sleeper 3. UPP 413 ‘Lake Bluff’   -sleeper 

4. UPP 4003 ‘Pacific Limited’ -Kitchen 5. UPP 1605 ‘Powder River’ (2nd)  –Deluxe 

Sleeper 

6. UPP 4808 ‘City of Los Angeles (2nd)  -

Diner 

7. UPP 119 ‘Kenefick’  -Office car 8. UPP 9009 ‘City of San Francisco’  -dome 

Lounge 

9. UPP 9004 ‘Harriman’  -Dome Lounge 

10. UPP 5769 ‘Council bluffs’  -Baggage 

Recreation 

11.  UPP 302 ‘Overland’   -Diner Lounge 12. UPP 7011 Missouri River Eagle’  -Dome 

Diner 

13. UPP 2066  ‘      ‘            -Power Car 14. UPP 103  ‘Cheyenne’     -Office Car 15. UPP 1610  ‘Portola’ –Delux Sleeper 

16. UPP 315  ‘Little Rock’ (2nd)  -Crew 

Sleeper 

17. UPP 5779  ‘Promontory’  -Museum Car 18. UPP 1609  ‘Green River’ (2nd)  -Delux 

Sleeper 

19. UPP 314  “Columbia River’  -Crew 

sleeper 

20. UPP 208       ‘                 ‘    -Power Car 21. UPP 114  “Feather River’   -Office Car 

22. UPP 200   ‘Omaha’  (2nd)   -Office car  23. UPP 202  ‘Carboton’   -Staff Car 24. UPP 207  ‘                 ‘     -Power Car 

25. UPP 308   ‘              ‘   -Flat Car for Fuel 

Containers 

26. UPP 24364 ‘           ‘  Express Box Car  

     

   

                                  -C&NW Passenger Power Jan 17 1957       - From Gary Rumler  
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                 Governor Mark Dayton: House Transportation Plan 'Pure Fantasy'. From: Rick Krenski    

                                 Sent: Monday, January 12, 2015 9:15 AM           Tom Scheck - MPR News - January 9, 2015.  

Gov. Mark Dayton sharply criticized state House Republicans Friday for putting forward a transportation proposal that Dayton says is living in 'la 

la land.'  "It's just pure fantasy," Dayton said of the GOP proposal. "To pretend that this is even the beginning of a responsible solution is just 

fictitious."  House Republicans released their transportation plan Thursday. It taps $200 million from the state's budget surplus and directs the 

Minnesota Department of Transportation to cut 15 percent of its budget and direct that spending to new transportation projects. The plan 

would put a total of $750 million into transportation over four years. Dayton said he's disappointed House Republicans haven't put forward a 

more meaningful proposal. "That's not a solution. It's not a short-term solution. It's not a long-term solution," Dayton said. "To me it 

demonstrates that they don't understand the problem, and they don't have any serious interest in finding a solution."  Dayton said House 

Republicans should say whether they want to adequately address the problems that he says is plaguing the state's transportation system. 

Dayton is citing a MNDOT study that says the state needs $6 billion to maintain highways and bridges and build new projects over the next 10 

years. Dayton is pushing for a sales tax increase of 6.5 percent on the wholesale cost of gasoline and higher licenses tab fees to fund road and 

bridge projects as well as a half-cent sales tax increase in the metro area for transit projects. But he says his plan may not raise enough money if 

gas prices stay low. "If it stays at $2.25 a gallon for the next couple of years, then that revenue is going to be less," Dayton said.  "If we find in 

two years that the price is still there, we'll have a lot of other benefits from that, and we'll have to deal with our revenue projection. And we'll 

have a lot more room to do so." Dayton said he's willing to discuss whether the transportation funding gap totals $6 billion or whether it's 

smaller. But he said he wants to see data to back up projections. Dayton is making it clear that transportation is going to be one his top issues 

this session. On Wednesday night, he urged business leaders to back a plan that adequately addresses transportation funding. 

 

 

                                  -C&NW 1962 Mishap  in Milwaukee WI    - From Gary Rumler  
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                                             Picture from the past…… provided by Chuck Lavallee 

                                                
                           Northern Pacific Mississippi Street Engine Terminal in St. Paul, MN on Jan. 1, 1927. Engines include M&StL 501 (4-6-2),  
                         NP 2163 (4-6-2), NP 2147 (4-6-2), M&StL 625 (2-8-2), NP 1116 (0-6-0), NP 2372 (2-6-2), NP 1170 (0-8-0), NP 1601 (2-8-2), 
                         and NP 927 (0-6-0) Ed Gebhardt Collection  -from Tony Howe Facebook RR Photos group  

 

Building the NP Mississippi River Bridge in Minneapolis MN 1885-1886 –NP Archives from 
Northstar Railway Historical Society Collection –edited by R Tubbesing 

 

              
                       Erection of Viaduct Looking E Nov 27 1885  

 
              
                                  Building Pier #6 Looking W Oct 22 1885 

           
                        Erection of Iron Pier #11 Nov 17 1885 

                
                                          Bridge Looking SW Feb 6 1886  
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          Helped By Oil Trains, Canadian Pacific Reports Record Profits. From: Rick Krenske                           .                                                                               

Article by: DAVID SHAFFER , Star Tribune: January 22, 2015.  

Increase in traffic drove the railroad's 2014 earnings higher. Canadian Pacific Railway, a hauler of crude oil and other commodities through 

Minnesota, said Thursday that oil shipments from North Dakota and Canada rose 22 percent in 2014, and are expected to increase again this 

year despite low oil prices.  The crude-by-rail traffic, along with increased grain, consumer and other business, drove record revenue and 

earnings per share for the railroad, which is based in Calgary and has its U.S. headquarters in Minneapolis. The railroad said it hauled 110,000 

tank cars of crude oil in 2014, up from 90,000 in 2013, and expects to haul 140,000 oil tankers this year. About 55 percent of the oil came from 

North Dakota, the rest from Canada, where shippers now can load heavy crude from Alberta's oil sands on 100-car-long unit oil trains at 

terminals in Bruderheim and Hardisty. "This growth is mainly driven by new movements in Canada from Bruderheim and the Hardisty facilities, 

which will drive as we go into 2015," Canadian Pacific President and Chief Operating Officer Keith Creel said on a conference call with analysts. 

Much of Canada's oil is exported to U.S. refineries, including along the Gulf Coast, the site of two new oil train unloading facilities. A future 

destination mentioned by rail executives is the ExxonMobil refinery in Joliet, Ill., which is adding the capacity to unload oil trains. The crude-by-

rail business, which emerged early in North Dakota's oil boom, is gaining favor in Canada even though it costs more than shipping by pipeline. 

Rail exports of Canadian crude hit 182,059 barrels per day in the third quarter of 2014, an eleven fold increase over three years, according to 

Canada's National Energy Board. Producers in Alberta have been frustrated by the delay in building the Keystone XL pipeline to carry more oil 

to Gulf Coast refineries. "If you are a refiner and you need crude and you can't get enough capacity on the pipeline, and there is no other way 

to get it to market, you pay whatever it takes," said RBN Energy analyst Sandy Fielden, who tracks the crude-by-oil sector. Fielden said Enbridge 

Energy's pipeline that carries Canadian oil through Minnesota to U.S. refiners is facing such high demand that shippers can transport only a 

portion of oil they'd like to ship, a condition known in the industry as apportionment. In a sign of the shift to oil trains, Canexus Corp., operator 

of a new oil train loading terminal in Bruderheim, near Edmonton, Alberta, recently said that it signed another deal with an unidentified 

customer to load crude oil unit trains. Canexus said the terminal now has 5.5 unit oil trains per week under loading contracts. Unit oil trains are 

only tankers. The drop in world oil prices to half what they were a year ago is having some effect on the crude-by-rail business. Canadian Pacific 

executives cut their 2015 oil train forecast to 140,000 oil tank car shipments, down from an earlier projection of up to 200,000 oil tank cars. 

"The question obviously is whether the oil sands producers, if the prices continue as they are, will continue to expand their production,  Fielden 

added. Canadian Pacific reported to Minnesota officials in early December that its Bakken oil trains through the state increased to an average 

of nine per week, up from four per week in June. Railroads are required by federal regulators to tell states about Bakken oil train traffic, but the 

rules don't cover Canadian oil trains. Canadian Pacific declined to make an executive available to comment Thursday. Fielden said much of the 

Canadian crude-by-rail is headed to the Gulf Coast, where refiners have installed equipment to process similarly heavy oil from Mexico and 

Venezuela. Oil train unloading terminals are now operating in Port Arthur and Beaumont, Texas, he said. Minnesota's two refineries in 

Rosemount and St. Paul Park also process Canadian oil, but are served by pipelines. Canadian Pacific said its fourth-quarter earnings were a 

record $2.68 per share (Canadian), up 38 percent over the period a year ago. Annual earnings per share rose 71 percent to set another record, 

and annual revenue of $6.6 billion (Canadian) also was an all-time high, the company said. Shares in the railroad closed at $182.49 Thursday, 

down $1.47. David Shaffer * 612-673-7090 Twitter: @ShafferStrib. 

                                 Historical RR Timetables available     (Repeat from last month)                                        . 
 The Northstar Railroad Historical Society now has their collection of historical RR employee and public timetables available in digital (.pdf) 

format.  Thanks to John Gaertner for all his work in scanning these in.  We have a 21 page index of timetables available on our website. We can 

also send you the index via E-mail.  For a nominal fee (All proceeds go to the chapter!) of $15 we will create an initial DVD of timetables of 

your choice. Each additional DVD will be $5.  Place your order and selections (or for a copy of the index) via email to 

rtubbesing261@yahoo.com and remit your check to Northstar Chapter NRHS PO Box 120832 St Paul MN 55112. 

                                                            
                                                              Milw. Rd. timetable Sept 1949       CB&Q timetable Nov 1942  

 

mailto:rtubbesing261@yahoo.com
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  C&NW 1385 Open House Planned for February 21-22 

Jan. 18, 2015 

You're invited to an open house showcasing the progress on Chicago & North Western No. 1385. 
Join us to see the latest accomplishments in person! 

The open house is taking place at SPEC Machine, 7175 Riles Road, Middleton, Wis. 

The open house takes place February 21-22nd at Spec Machine at 7175 Riles Road, Middleton, 
Wis. The hours are as follows: 

Saturday, Feb. 21st - 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 22nd - 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m  

 

           Frame Painting Complete    Jan. 5, 2015 

                    

The painting of Chicago & North Western #1385's frame was completed on Saturday, Jan. 3rd. 
Pete Deets, one of the 1385 Task Force members had this to say: 

Words fail me as THANK YOU doesn't seem to be near enough. We had 2 fantastic days of 
volunteer-ism, productive work and lots of fun. In that time we applied 2 basecoats and one 
topcoat of paint on the 1385's frame. At the risk of leaving someone out I can say we had the help 
of Bobbie, Clayton, Ed, 2 Mikes, 2 Jeff's, 2 Al's,, Kayla, Steve, Dick, Gary, Dylan, Robert, Larry, 
Brian, Ron & Kyle. Tom from Grote's [Howard Grote & Sons] was a great tutor and easy 
taskmaster. Believe it or not we have put something permanently back on the 1385! 

Plans for more volunteer sessions are in the works. 

http://hgspc.com/
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Photos can't do justice to all the work completed in the past year of cleaning, scraping, 
engineering, welding, milling new parts, painting, and so on, but the below before-and-after 
photos are a nice reminder of the progress made. At the time of the first photo on January 11, 
2014, the 1385's running gear had just recently arrived at SPEC Machine and was in the process 
of being dissassembled. As the second photo shows, the frame now features two coats of primer 
and a new glossy black topcoat. There are also many spring-rigging parts already painted to 
match. 

                               Nov 27 2014  UP Grain Train Derails near Mankato MN 

          
MANKATO — The first six cars of a Union Pacific train left the tracks early Thursday morning after a collision with another train near Mankato's 

Land of Memories Park. No one was hurt and the train wasn't carrying hazardous cargo. 

The derailment involved three engine cars and three freight cars and occurred at about 2:30 a.m., said Mike Maurer, emergency management 

director for Blue Earth County. There was a train operator in the first car, but he wasn't hurt, Maurer said. 

The derailment was caused when the Union Pacific train collided with a car from a Canadian Pacific train, which was crossing in the path of the 

Union Pacific train, UP spokesman Mark Davis said. He said four Canadian Pacific train cars were also derailed, though none appeared to be 

tipped over. 

The Union Pacific train was headed for St. Paul, Davis said, carrying a variety of non-hazardous freight. He said there was a small, pencil-width 

diesel fuel leak from the first engine car. The spilled fuel was being collected and any contaminated dirt would be removed. 

About 500 feet of track was damaged and will need to be replaced, Davis said.  

Some grain may have spilled, but it was cleaned up hours later. A few of the freight cars missed sliding into a South Bend Township water station 

by perhaps five feet. 

The derailment remained under investigation by rail authorities. 

Nov 27 2014 mankato free press 

         C&NW Train orders from the 1980’s  -from the Archives of Gary Rumler     
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     From the Archives of Gary Rumler   Soo Line ‘Steamerama’ Brochure  June 21 1959            . 
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                                    Note: use the Zoom on your .pdf viewer to read the pages                       
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                                               1971, 1972  Slides from the Wm Cordes Collection –Scanned by Hudson Leighton  
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Railfan Events (Thanks to Rick Krenske, Joe Stark, Bill Dredge) 

All Aboard Night Trains 

Twin City Model RR Club 
www.tcmrm.org  

Every Saturday night 6-9pm 

from November 29th 2014 

through February 28 2015 

Bandana Square  

1021 Bandana Blvd E Suite 222  

St Paul MN  

$10 Children under 4 Free 

Hennepin Overland Model Railroad 

Historical Society Open House 

Every Saturday and Sunday 

Until the end of April 2015 

1 – 4 PM 

 

2501 E 38th St  

Minneapolis MN  

(5 blocks W of 38th St Blue Line 

Station 

$7 donation Adults 

$20 donation Family  

Children under 3 free 

LaCrosse & Three Rivers Railroad club’s 

334th Annual Model Railroad Show  

Saturday and Sunday 

March 21, 22 2015   

La Crosse Center 

2nd and Pearl Street  

LaCrosse WI 

$6 admission Adults, Children 

under 11 free  

Granite City Train Show Saturday April 18, 2015 National Guard Armory 1710 

Veteran’s Drive  

St Cloud MN  

$6 Admission Adults, Children 

under 10 free,  

Great Minnesota Train Expo 
www.gmte.net  

April 25-26 2015 

9-5 PM 

Eagan Civic Center Arena  

3870 Pilot Knob Rd  

Eagan MN 

$5, Children under 8 free 

4th Annual Model Railroad Train Show 

Southern Valley Railway 

Email: RochPlain@yahoo.com  

Aug 15,16 2015  P.E.M High School Gym 

500 West Broadway 

Plainview MN  

   

$5 Children under 12 free 
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