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 Notice
The July picnic will be held at Maiden 
Rock, WI, July 21st, 11:30 am.  The 
chapter will provide soft drinks, water 
and chips. There may be a grill there 
but that’s not certain as this newslet-
ter goes to press.  See map on page 2.

Coming up: 
August 18th, chapter trip to Duluth to ride 
behind Soo 2719 one last time before it un-
dergoes mandated boiler inspection and re-
pairs.  See  details and reservation form in-
side.

Picnic this month

  Canadian Locomotive Company (Licensed Fairbanks - Morse builder) C-Liner at Field, British Columbia. Photo 
by H. Martin Swan
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Directions to Maiden Rock Picnic Location

Proposed Northstar Trip to Duluth
Trip director, John Goodman, is putting together a trip on 
August 18th to ride behind Soo Pacific 2719 between Du-
luth and Two Harbors.  This will be the last season the 
2719 will run until FRA mandated 15 year inspection, 
which requires the complete dismantling of the boiler, is 
completed.

The proposed schedule is: Meet at the Amtrak Midway 
Station at 6:45 am, departing at 7:00 am with arrival in 
Duluth in time for the 2719’s departure at 10:30 am.  Arri-
val in Two Harbors will be 12:30 pm.  Lunch will be on your 
own.  Departure from Two Harbors will be 2:30 pm with 
arrival in Duluth about 4:30 pm and departure to the Twin 

Cities shortly thereafter. A meal stop will be made on the 
return trip.

Cost will be $105 with $48 going for the 2719 portion of 
the trip.  A minimum of 20 passengers is required.

Since Milwaukee Road 261 may not be available for ex-
cursion service this fall, this could be your last chance to 
ride behind a mainline steam locomotive in Minnesota this 
year.

Address inquiries to jhgoodman2001@yahoo.com.  
Trains for the West End -- Canada 

February 1 1963- July 1 1967
By H. Martin Swan

From US 10 - I-494 interchange, follow US 10 to Prescott, 
WI, then turn right onto Wis. 35 to Maiden Rock.  At 
Maiden Rock, turn right and cross the tracks.

I was so lucky when I was transferred to Seattle by the 
GN.  Seattle and close by Portland had major railroads 
with elite trains going to many beautiful destinations, just 
perfect for day trips or a weekend jaunt.

However, there was one more major rail center just 156 
GN miles north--Vancouver, BC.

Vancouver is a beautiful city. In fact, in my opinion, there 
is no more beautiful city in all of North America than Van-
couver, BC when approaching it from the south on a clear 
day.  The mountains come right down to Vancouver and 
with the Burrard Inlet its beauty can't be beat.

The one problem I had was that the GN's International 
schedule would allow an up in the morning, but require an 
immediate return back to Seattle with only a 46 minute 
layover. Unlike the pool train service to Portland, there 
was no service that allowed me to go up to Vancouver, 
stick around a few hours and then return. To be able to 

http:www.northstar-nrhs.org
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spend some time in Vancouver, an overnight stay was re-
quired.

Today that would be no problem; back then I was at the 
very bottom of the pay scale, making around $6000 a year 
with taxes and the horrible deduction of Railroad Retire-
ment. (It was far more than for Social Security but that was 
then and this is now and now I'm really happy about those 
large contributions back then.) I was quite literally  living 
from paycheck to paycheck and there was more than 
once, just before payday, when I was down to cereal and 
peanut butter sandwiches.  Transportation wasn't the prob-
lem, my GN Pass, a piece of gold if ever there was one, 
allowed me to go almost free anywhere around the Seattle 
area. But hotel costs, well that was another matter.  

Getting into Canada was a piece of cake. The only ID I 
had was my Nebraska driver's license and my GN pass. 
The International would pick up Canadian Customs people 
at Bellingham, if memory serves me correctly, and they 
would walk the train.  I would be asked where I was born 
and why was I going to Canada.  Never was my little travel  
bag searched and never was I asked for my ID. I thought 
then, how easy it would be to sneak stuff into Canada. I 
know now that those Customs people were experts in 
body language and I never gave them reason to pause. 
Return US Customs were in the station, just as they are 
now and we went through those before boarding the train.  
The one and only time I had trouble coming back was 
when I had bought a used 8mm windup movie camera in 
Seattle.  The US Customs man said that I had bought it in 
Canada and must pay duty. I protested, pointing out if they 
wanted to develop the film they would see movies taken in 
the US. He finally relented but told me to register it.  That 
was when I found out I could go to the Post Office and the 
Customs office and register items such as the camera, 
rings, and other valuables taken into Canada. I proceeded 
to do so---and of course never again did a Customs officer 
challenge me.

Vancouver (including North Vancouver) was served by 
passenger trains of 4 railroads, the CP, GN, CN and PGE.  
The Great Northern and Canadian Pacific shared a depot 
which is now used by VIA. Originally each had their own 
depot side by side.  By the time I arrived, the GN station 
had been vacated with GN trains moving next door to the 
Canadian National station.  I could be wrong on this but I 
believe that the Canadian National had trackage rights on 
the GN from New Westminster to Vancouver.

Trains of the GN
The Internationals (2 trains)
#358 arrived Vancouver 11:59 am and left as #359 at 
12:45 pm
#357 left Vancouver at 7:00 am and returned as # 360 at 
6:40 pm
The Internationals were beautiful little pocket streamliners.  
They would run between 4-6 coaches and an parlor obser-
vation car.  The observation cars (Port of Vancouver and 
Port of Seattle) offered 29 parlor seats for the coach fare 
plus $1.15. There was also a bedroom for day use. Need-
less to say I never went coach riding this train unless I was 
going on a short trip such as to Bellingham.  Meal service 
was provided by a news butcher and coach passengers 
could go to the parlor car to purchase refreshments to take 
back to their seats or utilize a small table near the head 

end of the car. The schedule was set up to make connec-
tions to/from the Empire Builder and to/from the pool 
service trains to/from Portland.

Canadian National FP-9 at an unknown location.
Photo by H. Martin Swan
Trains of the CN
The Continental #82 left at 8:00 pm, #81 arrived at 6:00 
am
 The Continental was CN's primary train until CP intro-
duced the Canadian. It was then downgraded to a sec-
ondary train.  But what a secondary train!  As it turns out 
it was my first ride on a Canadian train. The trip was on 
Labor Day 1964. The Continental carried the full as-
sortment of equipment including dining cars, lounges, 
tourist sleepers, and regular sleepers offering every type 
of accommodation.  The gem of the train was a ex-
Milwaukee Super Dome which operated from Vancouver 
BC to Jasper. To my amazement, few people went into 
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the dome. I spent almost the entire daylight portion 
through the mountains in that car and always had my 
choice of seating. During the winter months, the train be-
came an accommodation train, with basically coach only 
service and some sleepers between various points. That 
changed when the trains were rebranded the Panorama  
and became a full service train year-round.  Some of this 
had to do with the immense popularity of the CN's Red, 
White and Blue fare system which included meal service. 
Interestingly, the meal service was suppose to be for full 
paying passengers only. I had obtained a trip pass (50%) 
and was supposed to pay for my meals, but the dining car 
crew ignored that and provided my meals at no cost. 

The Super Continental #2 left at 4:30 pm, #1 arrived at 
9:30 am
The Super Continental was CN's answer to the Canadian.  
In reality it was not much different from the Continental  
except it had more cars. It also operated a ex-Milwaukee 
Super Dome  Vancouver to Jasper with a faster schedule.  
I got to ride this train about a year later.

Trains of the Canadian Pacific
The Dominion  #4 left at 6:30 pm, #3 arrived at 7:00 am

Like the Continental, the Dominion was once the primary 
train of the CP.  Seasonal through cars carried to and from 
the US were referred to as the Mountaineer or Soo-
Dominion as it received cars off the Soo Line to and from 
the Twin Cites through Portal, ND.  By August 1963 the 
through cars traveled via Winnipeg and were combined 
with the Winnipeger.  Those days were gone but the 
summer consist of the train still was impressive. It carried 
a mix of Budd-built cars including a Scenic Dome coffee 
shop and a Scenic Dome observation lounge sleeper and 
smooth side streamlined cars from among the 212 built by 
the Canadian Pacific.  It was long.  I got to ride this train to 
return to Vancouver on Labor Day 1964 from Calgary. Un-
like the Continental, the two short domes on this train 
were packed.  Best seat I could get out of Calgary, after I 
had breakfast, was the aisle seat furthest rear. Like on the 
CN, the CP also included meal service in their tickets. I 
had obtained a trip pass (50%) and was supposed to pay 
for my meals. On the CP I did.

As a side note, on this train, for dinner, I had the finest 
grilled sirloin steak (with seafood cocktail, hashed 
browned potatoes, garden green beans, lettuce and cu-
cumber salad with Thousand Island dressing, hot rolls, 
Coupe Canadienne, Demi--tasse and mints--C$6.00) that 
I ever had and still use to compare similar steak meals.  
As you can tell I still have the menu from that meal.  

Sadly I rode the next to last summer Dominion.  After La-
bor Day the train turned into a coach only with dining and 
sleeping service between only certain segments of the 
trip all east of Winnipeg.  The Canadian Pacific managed 
to have the train discontinued prior to the next summer 
season--except that they had to save the cars and run it 
again during the World’s Fair in Vancouver a few years 
later. They called that one year only train, the Expo.

The Canadian  #2 left at 7:30 pm, #1 arrived at 10:45 am

Ah, the Canadian. The original name was suppose to be 
the Royal Canadian but at the time there were some anti-
monarchy feelings in Canada so the term "Royal" was 
dropped.  But what a train.  A vision of stainless steel.  
Even the heavyweight tourist cars were sheathed with 
stainless steel to match the rest of the train.  The train, 
like the Dominion, carried a single Scenic Dome coffee 
shop and a Scenic Dome lounge observation car.  The 
train was a virtual twin sister to the California Zephyr ex-
cept for the all-section tourist sleeping cars.  In addition, 
the observation car did not carry a master bedroom like 
the California Zephyr.  This is the only passenger train in 
North America that ran in 1964 and still runs today, with 
the same equipment and looking almost like it did back 
then--only the letter board paint changed from Canadian 
Pacific maroon (later red) to VIA Blue and the route has 
changed from the CP to the CN.  

I have ridden this train a handful of times but never from 
end point to end point with one exception. On January 15, 
1990, John Goodman, Brian Cutter and I rode the last run 
of the Canadian on the Canadian Pacific from Toronto to 
Vancouver.  It was an interesting trip which almost didn't 
happen due to the unions protesting the switch.  Once we 
started to roll, almost every stop on the CP had many 
people protesting the discontinuance of their train.  News 
and TV people were everywhere.  Politicians would hop 
aboard the train for a stop getting off and being inter-
viewed by the TV about how horrible it was that they were 
losing their train.  It did no good. Since that date the train 
has run on a triweekly schedule mostly on the CN

North Vancouver
Pacific Great Eastern Railway
#2 arrived at  8:40 pm, #1 left at 7:00 am

The PGE ran Budd RDC's from North Vancouver to 
Prince George, BC on a daily basis.  I don't think there 
can be any doubt that this was the most beautiful RDC 
ride on North America. I rode it in 1965. The train con-
sisted of two RDC-2s and three RDC-1s. The RDC-2s 
were for first class passengers with reclining seats and 
the RDC-1s were 2nd class mostly used by Canadian 
First Nation citizens.  At Lillooet two of the RDC 1's were 
dropped

A very 
long 
Domin-
ion, 
Labor 
Day 
1964. 
Photo 
by H. 
Martin 
Swan
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The cover of the last Pacific Great Eastern passenger 
timetable before the railroad became the British Co-
lumbia Railway. This was published 6 - 7 years after 
Marty rode it.  More of this timetable appears in the 
extra pages of the electronic edition. Timetable from 
the Northstar Chapter Library.
My grandparents and I rode the train to a turn around 
point which I think was Kelly Lake, which was above Lil-
looet.  While the trip to Lillooet was breathtaking, the trip 
north of that town was scary.  We crossed the Fraser 
River quite high and then proceeded to continue an up-
ward climb on a roadbed that looked like it was chiseled 
out of the cliffs and just the exact width.  Looking out the 
window, one looked straight down, couldn't even see the 
roadbed. (Editor’s note:  This was the only train I’ve ever 
ridden that had air sickness bags in the seat pocket.)  
Everybody on the other side ran over and was looking 
down.  My first thought was to tell them to get back to the 
other side, you are going to tip us. Looking back to the 
RDC-1 car, nobody was looking out the window, they 
were either sleeping or reading newspapers or doing 
other activities such as card playing.

Once we got to the top, the landscape flattened out. Since 
we were running slightly behind they dropped my grand-
parents and me off at a flag stop which was literally a 
signpost in the ground.  My grandmother loved flowers, so 
she spent the 15 minutes we had to wait looking at all the 
wildflowers.

The first class passengers were entitled to meal service 
but it really was nothing to write home about. The only 
meal that I recall was supper on the way back which was 
a Swanson Chicken Pot Pie.

Other West Coast Canada
Victoria
The train of the Esquimalt & Nanaimo Ry

The E&N ran a single Budd RDC-2 between Victoria and 
Courtenay, Vancouver Island.  I rode this little train twice 
both times from Nanaimo to Victoria.  I got to Nanaimo via 
The BC Ferry System.

Canadian Pacific Steamship Line
Northbound left Seattle at 8:30 am, Southbound left Victo-
ria at 5:30 pm

The Canadian Pacific ran a steamship to Victoria from 
Seattle. During the summer they ran the Princess Mar-
guerite.  I rode it perhaps three times.  In the middle of the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca is the only time in my life that I was 
on a ship that was out of sight of all land. The steamship 
brought tourists to Victoria and tours were offered show-
casing the city’s highlights. Not having much money back 
then, I just rode the deck and didn't try to get any of the 
state rooms.

Progress on the Central Corridor Line
The Minneapolis Side

Photos by John DeWitt

Looking east from one of the pedestrian bridges  
from of UM’s Coffman Union.

A view of the West Bank Station looking west from 
the 19th Ave. bridge.
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From Trains Newswire

Looking west on University Avenue where the tracks 
curve onto 29th Avenue and enter the Prospect Park 
Station.

Looking west from the Cedar Avenue bridge.  The 
eastbound lane of Washington Avenue crosses the 
tracks which head west toward the I-35W flyover and 
junction with the Hiawatha Line.

Floods decimate CN routes in Twin Ports area
Published: June 20, 2012
DULUTH, MN – One of the most significant flooding 
events since 1972 brought the city of Duluth and its rail-
roads to a standstill over the last 24 hours. Torrential rains 
in Northern Minnesota have shut down operations on Ca-
nadian National’s former Duluth, Missabe & Iron Range 
and Duluth, Winnipeg & Pacific lines in Duluth and the sur-
rounding area. In the last 24 hours, the former DM&IR 
yard in Proctor, 7 miles from downtown Duluth, had re-
ceived 8.3 inches of rain; other areas of Duluth had re-
ceived up to 9 inches. Duluth Mayor Don Ness has de-
clared a state of emergency due to serious flooding in the 
city, as had the City of Superior, WI. Several sinkholes had 
formed with automobiles dropping into them. Residents 
are being urged to stay home, and anyone planning to visit 
the area was being asked to stay away.

CN’s former Missabe Road line that climbs Steelton Hill 
out of the Duluth area had been washed out. This line fun-
nels manifest trains off the former DM&IR and DW&P to 

Superior and CN’s ex-Wisconsin Central line to Chicago. 
With Steelton Hill shut down, no through trains could op-
erate on these routes. CN was examining detour routes 
through Canada and into Michigan to reach Chicago. 
CN’s former DM&IR line into Two Harbors, MN, also had 
flood damage, preventing ore trains from reaching the 
dock facility in that city.

BNSF Railway had fared better, with some trains operat-
ing, but with flood patrols in front of trains. The railroad’s 
Grassy Point Drawbridge between Duluth and Superior 
was closed because bridge tenders could not reach the 
bridge due to high water. BNSF terminal operations in 
Duluth and Superior had largely been shut down.

Tourist railroad North Shore Scenic Railroad, operated by 
the Lake Superior Railroad Museum, had shut down with 
several washouts on its line though the east end of Du-
luth. The railroad had several large trestles over rivers 
and streams on its line from Duluth to Two Harbors, with 
water raging underneath them as it ran downhill to Lake 
Superior.

It was unknown when repairs could be made and lines 
reopened. More rain was in the forecast for the Duluth 
area.
Cloquet Terminal Railroad flooded; Lake Superior 
Railroad Museum weathers Duluth storms
Published: June 21, 2012
DULUTH, MN – The waters of the St. Louis River had 
flooded the shop facility of short line Cloquet Terminal 
Railroad in Cloquet, MN. The engine house and small 
yard sit on Dunlap Island in the middle of the river, and 
house the railroad’s four switch engines. Also currently 
inside the engine house was the Lake Superior Railroad 
Museum’s former Duluth & Northeastern 2-8-0 No. 28, 
which the railroad was cosmetically restoring for the mu-
seum. Cloquet Terminal operates the former Duluth & 
Northeastern, which gained fame when it continued to 
use steam locomotives to pull its trains until 1964.

At the height of the storm, which dumped up to 9 inches 
of rain in northern Minnesota on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, a Cloquet Terminal switch crew attempted to reach 
the engine house to pull all the locomotives out, but was 
unable to do so because of high water. Two diesels were 
working the Sappi Paper Mill yard in Cloquet at the time 
and remain undamaged, while two other diesels and the 
steam locomotive were trapped in the engine house. Yes-
terday at 3 pm the Sappi mill shut down because of high 
water.

The Lake Superior Railroad Museum weathered the 
storm well, Executive Director Ken Buhler told Trains 
News Wire. The museum is in the process of building a 
new roof over its exhibit area, and the roof held up de-
spite all the rainfall.

The museum’s North Shore Scenic Railroad did not fare 
as well. Between 32nd Avenue East and 36th Avenue 
East in Duluth, about 100 feet of track was hanging 50 
feet in the air after water washed away land under the 
track. Crews were bringing in dump truck loads of rock to 
fill in the hole. The railroad, which is owned by the two 
counties it operates through, hoped to have the line 
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The Northstar Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society Trip to Duluth for a Final 
Ride Behind Soo Line Pacific 2719 Before Major Repairs

August 18th we will ride behind Soo Pacific 2719 between Duluth and Two Harbors.  This will be the 
last season the 2719 will run until FRA mandated 15 year inspection, which requires the complete 
dismantling of the boiler, is completed.

The schedule is as follows: Meet at the Amtrak Midway Station at 6:45 am, departing at 7:00 am, with 
arrival in Duluth by 10 am for 2719ʼs departure at 10:30 am.  Arrival in two Harbors will be 12:30 pm.  
Lunch will be on your own.  Departure from Two Harbors will be 2:30 pm with arrival in Duluth about 
4:30 pm and departure to the Twin Cities shortly after arrival with a meal stop in Hinckley.

Reservation Deadline: August 4th.

Fare.......$105.00    Passenger Names ____________________________________________________

   __________________________________________________________

Total Remitted  $_______________

Phone number of member (in case we need to contact you)_______________________________

Make checks payable to “Northstar Railway Historical Society”
Send to: John Goodman, 8409 13th Avenue South, Bloomington, MN 55425-1705
email: jhgoodman2001yahoo.com for last minute reservations

through the washout area open by Saturday, June 23rd 
but Buehler said that might be too optimistic. Several 
other smaller washouts had already been repaired. Buh-
ler said there might be more washouts further east near 
Palmers, MN, but crews had been unable to reach the 
area because Highway 61, which runs adjacent to the 
railroad, had been closed. Personnel hope to be able to 
inspect the track today (June 21st).

The museum began limited train operations Thursday 
June 21st, Buhler said, with a Budd RDC car running 
between the museum and just west of the washout. Re-
duced fares of $10 for adults and $5 for children were 
being charged.

Canadian National’s former Duluth, Missabe & Iron 
Range line on the famous 7-mile Proctor Hill grade be-
tween Duluth and Proctor, MN, had been shut down. Wa-
ter took out several hundred feet of the main track un-
derneath the Interstate 35 and Boundary Avenue over-
passes. CN uses the line to move loaded and empty 
taconite and limestone trains between the yard in Proctor 
and the Duluth ore docks. 

CN crews have been working intensely to reopen its ex-
Missabe line down Steelton Hill in the west end of Du-
luth, which connects its ex-DM&IR and Duluth, Winnipeg 
& Pacific lines to the former Wisconsin Central main line 
in Superior, WI, but the line remained closed.

On CN’s ex-DM&IR line north of Two Harbors, MN, water 
had washed away about 200 feet of track to a depth of 

about 4 feet near milepost 7, and there are several other 
washouts along the Iron Range Subdivision, which ex-
tends 74 miles between Two Harbors and Iron Junction, 
MN.  CN had a 60-car rock train headed to the area 
Thursday from the north.

BNSF Railway closed its eastbound and westbound mains 
Wednesday, June 20th near the CN ore docks in Duluth 
due to a stream cutting away the roadbed around a small 
bridge. Crews were dumping rock to shore up the bridge 
and reopen the track. A culvert under a BNSF branch line 
in West Duluth gave way leaving the track precariously 
suspended in the air.

Canadian Pacific, which has little of its own track in the 
Twin Ports, instead relying on trackage rights, still suffered 
damage when a portion of its track in Superior, WI, near 
28th Street North was severely undermined by water.

Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton planned to visit Duluth and 
declare it a disaster area, which would qualify the city to 
receive state funds to assist with the emergency. Officials 
are hoping for a similar declaration from President Obama, 
allowing the city and surrounding area to qualify for federal  
disaster relief funding.
Canadian National reopens northern Minnesota lines
Published: June 22, 2012
DULUTH, MN – Canadian National Railway had begun the 
process of reopening its former Duluth, Missabe & Iron 
Range and Duluth, Winnipeg & Pacific lines in northern 
Minnesota. Floods washed out track through the area after 
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Northstar News" " " " " " " " " " " " "
Northstar Chapter " " " " " " " " " " " " "
National Railway Historical Society " " " " " " " " " "
1515 Creek Meadows Drive NW
Coon Rapids, MN, 55433-3768
"
Address Correction Requested

a storm system dropped up to 9 inches of rain in 18 hours 
in northern Minnesota June 19-20.

CN reopened its Missabe and Superior subdivisions in the 
Duluth area at 5 am Friday, June 22nd. This would allow 
trains from Canada to move from the ex-DM&IR and 
DW&P main lines to Superior, WI, and then east on CN’s 
network. 

The ex-DM&IR Iron Range subdivision north of Two Har-
bors, MN, was opened for traffic at 1:15 am Friday, followed 
by the former DW&P Rainy subdivision main line north of 
Duluth at 7 am.

It was expected that over the next several days the area 
would see a wave of trains in both directions as CN at-
tempts to clear traffic. 

Norfolk Southern heritage unit 
group photo at North Carolina 
Transportation Museum in the 
former Southern Railway 
Spencer Shops at Spencer, NC 
July 3rd and 4th. 4000 persons 
attended the event. Norfolk 
Southern CEO Wick Moorman 
spoke at the event Tuesday, 
July 3rd. (Note:  Recipients of 
the electronic edition get this 
photo in color.)
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Left: Canadian National’s Continental at 
Jasper, Alberta. Right: The lounge car on 
the Continental. Photos by H. Martin Swan
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Left: Canadian Pacific’s Dominion at Calgary.  Right: 
The Dominion at Field, British Columbia. Photos by 
H. Martin Swan
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