Volume 40 Number 6 June 2009

= NORTHSTAR NEWS ™

40th Anniversary of the Chapter’s Founding

Trains of Our Youth - A Portfolio of Photos of Northstar Chapter Trips Over the Years
Assembled by Russ Isbrandt
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October 5, 1991, the crew of the Northstar Chapter - Wisconsin Central passenger extra to Amery, WI, posed on
the power at Amery. Photo by Martha Isbrandt
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Northstar Chapter Officers

Board of Directors

Office Name Email Phone
President Cy Svobodny ctsvobodny@yahoo.com 651-455-0052
Vice President [Dawn Holmberg dawn@dholmberg.com 763-784-8835
Past President Mark Braun mkbraun@hutchtel.net 320-587-2279
National Director  |Bill Dredge williamdredge@yahoo.com |952-937-1313
Treasurer [Dan Meyer treasurer@northstar-nrhs.org |763-784-8835
Secretary |Dave Norman nevad11@hotmail.com 612-729-2428
Trustee |Doug Johnson ddjoh322721@aol.com 612-825-6458

Staff
Program Chairman |[John Goodman jhgoodman2001@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor |Russ Isbrandt risbrandt@comcast.net 651-426-1156
Webmaster [Dan Meyer Website:
www.northstar-nrhs.org
Chapter Mail Box Northsl\i;;rH %hapter PO Box 120832 St. Paul, MN 55112

NOTE: Consult the website for any announcements regarding chapter activities including cancellation of any
meeting for any reason, including weather.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Dues are $45 ($33 for the National dues and $12 for the local dues). Family memberships are $5 per person additional.
The student rate is $22 ($16 for the National, $6 for the Northstar Chapter). If you want to join, an application is available
at http:www.northstar-nrhs.org/. Print out this application and send it with a check made payable to “Northstar Chapter
NRHS” to Northstar Chapter NRHS Membership Services, P.O. Box 120832, St. Paul, MN 55112.

A Brief History of the Northstar Chapter
By John Goodman

By early 1969, the Minnesota Railfans’ Association was
almost dead as a viable railfan club. MTM was created in
1963 with the operation of #1300 at the Minnesota Trans-
fer "P" yard in the Midway area. This drained away much
of the trolley folks from MRA to the new group. Bill
Cordes and Charlie Chotkowski tried to keep MRA alive
with some in-service trips to Wisconsin Dells and Fargo.
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In early 1969 some local model railroad folks who be-
longed to a group called the Supreme Order of Empire
Builders connected with Lou Pardee of NRHS and asked
him to come to the Twin Cities and form an NRHS chap-
ter in the Twin City area for Minnesota.

The "birth meeting" was held in New Brighton, MN at the
home of Ramsey County Sheriff Kermit Hedman, who
was a big railfan and model railroader. The collection at
his home was very large and is now at the depot in the
park at New Brighton.

One of my customers at the Great Northern Station was
Frank Donovan who wrote several railroad history books.
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