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June 15
, 2002 M

em
bership

M
eeting M

inutes of the
N

orthstar C
hapter, N

R
H

S
Subm

itted by John G
oodm

an, A
cting Secretary

T
he m

eeting w
as called to order in the St. Paul

Fire D
epartm

ent T
raining C

enter at 7:10 p.m
.

by vice president D
oug Johnson w

ith 17
m

em
bers and guests in attendance.  President

D
an M

eyer w
as not in attendance.  John Jones

m
ade a m

otion to approve the m
inutes of the

A
pril and M

ay m
eetings, as printed in the June

issue of N
orthstar N

ew
s.  T

he m
otion w

as
seconded by Jim

 M
cL

ean and carried.  T
he

treasurer’s report w
as not available.

T
he N

ational D
irector’s report w

as given by
M

arty Sw
an.  M

ostly, it concerned the
upcom

ing N
R

H
S national

convention at the G
rand

C
anyon in A

ugust of this
year.

T
he T

rip D
irector’s report

w
as given by John

G
oodm

an.  H
e spoke

about tw
o upcom

ing
steam

 trips, one w
ith ex-

M
ilw

aukee R
oad 261 and

the other w
ith U

nion

Pacific 3985.  M
any of those at the m

eeting
indicated that they w

ere going on at least one of
the trips.

O
ld B

usiness - T
he holiday banquet is set for

Sunday, D
ecem

ber 8th at T
inucci’s restaurant,

as usual.  T
his w

as confirm
ed by M

arty Sw
an.

T
he program

 is still to be determ
ined.  T

he
m

eeting site com
m

ittee has not m
et as yet.  John

G
oodm

an is heading this com
m

ittee to look for
future locations to m

eet, in the event that w
e are

no longer able to m
eet at our present site at the

Fire D
epartm

ent T
raining C

enter.

N
ew

 B
usiness - W

e discussed having our annual
picnic on the July m

eeting day.  Steve K
opacz,

w
ho is also a m

em
ber of the G

reater E
ast A

rea
M

odel R
ailroad C

lub, offered us the use of the
N

ew
port Tow

er site in N
ew

port.  T
he tow

er is
now

 being restored by
the m

odel railroad
club.  T

he July m
eeting

w
ould not be at the

Fire D
epartm

ent
T

raining C
enter, but at

the N
ew

port Tow
er,

w
hich is near T

inucci’s
in N

ew
port.  D

irections
to the site w

ill be
printed in N

orthstar
N

ew
s.  T

hose attending

T
able of C

ontents
T

able of C
ontents
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S
team

ing over S
herm

an H
ill on the C

hallenger

observe this m
ajestic old w

arrior m
oving off the line and heading for the roundhouse to probably be put

to sleep till next year.  T
he passenger cars w

ill be taken to C
ouncil B

luffs, Iow
a perhaps also to rest till

next year.  For this one day, how
ever, the m

agic feeling generated by riding this old train allow
s one to

slow
 dow

n and just ride back in tim
e for a day accom

panied by an enthusiastic group being allow
ed this

rare opportunity.  T
he crew

 and volunteers have also executed a great plan and excursion.  T
his plan

originally started tw
o years ago and has taken hundreds of hours of planning, follow

-up and finally
leading the charge up Sherm

an H
ill. A

t days end w
e are all a bit tired B

U
T

 still excited about how
 lucky

w
e w

ere and how
 great the trip has been.  H

opefully this group w
ill again be able to run a trip again next

year just after the celebration of “FR
O

N
T

IE
R

 D
A

Y
S” held at C

heyenne for the last 106 years and in
w

hich U
nion Pacific alw

ays has a presence w
ith it’s “D

enver To C
heyenne” excursion trip w

hich allow
s

for the equipm
ent to be there and thus the tim

ing of our being able to ride the train just a w
eek after it is

already there.

A
fter the “C

hallenger”
 trip I drive dow

n to Fort C
ollins to m

y hotel and arrive around 10 PM
.  I get up

early the next m
orning and head ever further south to the D

enver A
irport.  A

s I head for the airport I
keep the radio off and just enjoy the m

em
ories of a great day of once again riding behind a great old

steam
 engine still able to do it’s thing of putting lots of sm

iles on all of our faces.  T
im

e to go for now
and I do hear that old refrain, “A

LL A
B

O
A

R
D

.”

C
ontinued from

 P
age 5-  Steam

ing over Sherm
an H

ill on the C
hallenger



N
orthstar N

ew
s

N
orthstar N

ew
s

-2-
-7-

the picnic w
ill be expected to bring their

ow
n food and beverages.  T

he plan is to
start the event at 6 p.m

.  A
 m

otion to change
the m

eeting site and to suspend the form
al

business m
eeting for July only w

as m
ade by

John Jones and seconded by G
len

H
olm

berg.  T
he m

otion carried.

A
 m

otion to adjourn w
as m

ade by John
Jones and seconded by G

len H
olm

berg.
T

he m
eeting w

as adjourned at 7:29 p.m
.

-----------------------------------------------------

A
ugust 17, 2002 M

em
bership

M
eeting M

inutes of the
N

orthstar C
hapter, N

R
H

S
Subm

itted by D
ave N

orm
an, Secretary

T
he m

eeting took place at the St. Paul Fire
D

epartm
ent T

raining C
enter.  T

he m
eeting

w
as called to order at approxim

ately 7:05
p.m

. by chapter vice president D
oug

Johnson, w
ith 23 m

em
bers and guests

present.  (C
hapter president D

an M
eyer w

as
not present, as he w

as on his w
ay to the

N
R

H
S national convention in A

rizona.)
T

he m
inutes of the June m

eeting have not
been published yet, so a vote on their
approval w

as deferred.

T
reasurer Joe Fishbein had a report for

M
ay, June, and July of 2002.  C

ash in
checking account as of M

ay 1, 2002 w
as

$5,024.  Incom
e during the period of the

report w
as $2 in checking interest and $523

in dues and donations, for total incom
e of

$525.  E
xpenses w

ere $314 in dues to

national N
R

H
S, $183 in new

sletter expenses,
and $90 to reim

burse R
uss Isbrandt for

expenses in going to the N
ational D

irectors
M

eeting, for total expenses of $587.  C
ash in

checking account on June 30, 2002 w
as

$4,962; of w
hich $3,222 w

as in the general
fund and $1,740 w

as in the #8327 restoration
fund.  W

e now
 have 79 m

em
bers w

ho have
renew

ed their m
em

berships for 2002.  A
m

otion w
as m

ade, seconded, and carried to
approve the treasurer’s report.

N
ational D

irector M
arty Sw

an reported that
the next N

ational D
irectors M

eeting w
ill be at

W
illiam

s, A
Z

, in conjunction w
ith the N

R
H

S
national convention later this m

onth.  T
he

N
orthstar C

hapter w
ill be w

ell represented at
the national convention, w

ith m
any m

em
bers

attending.

T
rip D

irector John G
oodm

an that there w
ill

be a trip on the E
rie M

ining R
ailroad, w

hich
has been shut dow

n for 9 m
onths.  O

n both
days, the trips w

ill leave from
 H

oyt L
akes

and operate to the dock at L
ake Superior.  To

get there in tim
e, w

e w
ould have to leave here

at 5 a.m
. and couldn’t stop for breakfast.  W

e
w

ould have to have 20 or m
ore people going

to justify chartering a bus.  It w
ould probably

be better for people to go on an individual
basis.  H

e has no other plans for any trips.

M
arty Sw

an reported for the 2004 N
ational

C
onvention C

om
m

ittee.  T
he com

m
ittee had

a m
eeting last Sunday, at w

hich they nailed
dow

n a w
orking schedule.  Several m

em
bers

of the convention com
m

ittee w
ill be at this

T
he Septem

ber N
orthstar C

hapter, N
R

H
S M

eeting is
Saturday, Septem

ber 21st @
 7:00 P

M
@

 the St. P
aul F

ire D
epartm

ent T
raining C

enter.

M
eetings are usually the third Saturday of the m

onth in the St. P
aul F

ire D
epartm

ent
T

raining C
enter.

N
E

X
T

 M
E

E
T

IN
G

: O
ctober 19th @

 the St. P
aul F

ire D
epartm

ent Training C
enter-

P
rogram

 T
B

A

D
irections: Take Snelling A

ve to E
nergy Park D

rive.  E
xit and turn right at the bottom

 of the ram
p.

W
atch for the entrance gate to the Firefighters T

raining C
enter.  (L

ook for the cem
ent building that

looks scorched.)  If you go past M
idw

ay Stadium
 you have gone too far.

Program
 for Septem

ber T
B

A
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year’s N
R

H
S national convention in

W
illiam

s, A
Z

 next w
eek, prom

oting our
convention.  W

e w
ill need seed m

oney to
hire an attorney.  T

he next m
eeting of the

convention com
m

ittee w
ill be Sunday,

Septem
ber 8th at 4 p.m

.  People are invited
to participate.  O

ur 2004 w
ebsite  is linked

to the N
R

H
S national w

ebsite.  W
e w

ill be
getting together w

ith our w
ebm

aster to add
m

ore inform
ation to the site.  T

he next
m

ajor step is for the convention com
m

ittee
to determ

ine the am
ount of m

oney needed
at this tim

e and then to ask the chapter to
loan it to the com

m
ittee.

O
ld B

usiness - M
arty Sw

an reported on
planning for the holiday party.  T

he room
 at

T
inucci’s is reserved for Sunday, D

ecem
ber

8.  M
arty doesn’t know

 at this tim
e how

m
uch the m

eal w
ill cost.  Som

eone else w
ill

have to line up a program
 for the party.

T
inucci’s m

ay be m
oving due to a m

ajor
highw

ay project in their vicinity.  It isn’t
know

 at this tim
e w

hen they w
ill close at

their present location and w
here they w

ill
relocate to.  T

he picnic in place of the July
business m

eeting w
as a success.  T

hanks to
all those w

ho helped set it up.  T
he latest

report on the 8327 restoration project is that
the task of putting the rest of the lettering
on it is stalled.  B

ill H
erzog w

ould like to
put a plaque on the engine.

N
ew

 B
usiness - W

e need a nom
inating

com
m

ittee for this fall’s elections.  T
he

com
m

ittee needs to have tw
o m

em
bers and

the president serves ex officio.  D
ennis

L
ouden and Frank W

illkie volunteered to
serve.  T

he com
m

ittee m
ust report its

recom
m

endations at the O
ctober m

eeting
and the elections w

ill be held at the
N

ovem
ber m

eeting.  E
ditor L

auren M
aiden

of the N
orthstar N

ew
s w

ill have an
internship next spring, so w

e w
ill need to

find a new
 editor after the D

ecem
ber issue.

A
re there any volunteers?  Program

s for
upcom

ing m
eetings w

ere discussed.
Program

 D
irector G

len H
olm

berg has D
ick

Prosser lined up for N
ovem

ber, but w
e need

program
s for Septem

ber, O
ctober, and the

holiday party.  Several possibilities w
ere

suggested.

O
ld A

m
trak tim

etables, rail travel
brochures, etc. w

ill be available at the front
table after the m

eeting.
A

djournm
ent w

as m
oved, seconded, and

carried at 7:30 p.m
.

T
he program

 w
as a video on railroads in

and around C
hicago in the 1960s and 70s,

plus som
e slides show

n by L
eigh N

eprude,
m

ost of w
hich he had gotten from

 a friend
w

ho lives in M
ontana.

-----------------------------------------------------

Steam
ing O

ver Sherm
an H

ill
on the C

hallenger
B

y C
hoo C

hoo Joe

R
iding behind the U

nion Pacific C
hallenger

over Sherm
an H

ill in W
yom

ing has been a
goal of m

ine for the last few
 years.  T

he

P
resident: D

an M
eyer

763-784-8835 (H
om

e)
D

an@
M

eyer.net

V
ice P

resident: D
oug Johnson

Phone# n/a at tim
e of publication

P
ast P

resident: A
ndrew

 K
oetz

651-776-8309 (H
om

e)

N
ational D

irector:
H

. M
artin Sw

an
612-961-1684 (cell)

T
reasurer: Joe F

ishbein
651-457-1610 (H

om
e)

Secretary: D
avid N

orm
an

612-729-2428 (H
om

e)

T
rustee: M

ark B
raun

Phone# n/a at tim
e of publication

P
rogram

 C
hairm

an:
G

len H
olm

berg
phone# n/a

n0oyz@
hotm

ail.com
* em

ail contains a Z
E

R
O

 after the n
and an ‘o’ follow

ing the zero.

E
ditor: L

auren M
aiden

651-306-0352 (H
om

e)
lauren.k.m

aiden@
uw

rf.edu

D
isclaim

er: The opinions expressed in the N
orthstar N

ew
s are not necessarily the opinions of the N

R
H

S or the
N

orthstar C
hapter.

T
he N

orthstar N
ew

s is looking for a new
 E

D
IT

O
R

 to start in January.  L
auren has an

internship w
hich w

ill not allow
 her the tim

e to continue being the editor-- those interested
in putting ou this m

onthly publication should talk or em
ail D

A
N

 M
E

Y
E

R
.
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Sherm
an H

ill M
odel R

ailroad C
lub in

com
bination w

ith the C
heyenne R

ailroad
R

estoration O
rganization provided that

opportunity on Saturday, July 27,2002.

O
ur trip w

ould take us from
 C

heyenne,
W

yom
ing out w

est to L
aram

ie and return.  T
he

distance is not great as L
aram

ie is about 50 m
iles

from
 C

heyenne but the elevation m
akes for great

use by the engine to produce clouds of the
fam

ous U
nion Pacific sm

oke belching from
 the

engine as w
e clim

bed over Sherm
an H

ill.  T
he

elevation at C
heyenne is at 6060 feet.  W

e clim
b

to the highest level as w
e pass thru the H

erm
osa

T
unnel (originally built in 1901 and then a

second tunnel w
as added in 1917) at 7933 feet.

W
e dropped dow

n to 7151 feet w
hen w

e arrived
at the tow

n of L
aram

ie.

W
e departed C

heyenne on Saturday at 1:30 PM
heading w

est w
ith clear skies and big puffy

w
hite clouds that W

yom
ing is fam

ous for.  W
e

did expect som
e show

ers late in the day and they
did occur but at departure it w

as picture perfect.
A

bout 300 passengers, crew
 and volunteers w

ere
aboard.  W

e all m
et at the partially restored

U
nion Pacific R

ailroad D
epot originally built in

1896.  It is a beautiful old sandstone building
that also has a w

orking clock-tow
er about four

stories above the D
epot and is lit at night so as to

be seen tow
ering over dow

ntow
n C

heyenne.
T

he D
epot has red highlights on the corners of

the building and the original color for the rest of
the D

epot.  It covers about a full block and is
nestled right next to the tracks and huge U

nion
Pacific R

ailroad Y
ard.  U

nion Pacific has been in
this area since the late 1860s and runs lots of

freights thru this Y
ard each day exceeding

perhaps 100 per day.  N
ear by at m

ilepost 528.5
just outside C

heyenne is w
here the largest ballast

quarry is located in the U
S.  A

ll the roadbed
ballast for the entire U

nion Pacific R
ailroad is

m
ined and processed at this site called “G

ranite.”

U
nion Pacific has an extensive “H

eritage” fleet
of steam

 and excursion trains com
posed of the

fam
ous Steam

 E
ngines #844 …

 3985, their
fam

ous E
-9 diesels and the huge diesel #6936.

U
nion Pacific also has 50 fully restored

passenger and track cars m
ostly built in the m

id
1950s.  T

he passenger cars and the A
uxiliary

Tender are painted in the fam
ous A

rm
our Y

ellow
U

nion Pacific schem
e and are just a joy to w

atch
as they pass by.  T

his excursion train being
pulled by the giant U

nion Pacific “C
hallenger”

#3985 and fully restored passenger cars are just
aw

esom
e to w

itness.

T
he excursion w

as m
ade up of the U

P
“C

hallenger”
 and it’s tender plus one auxiliary

w
ater ender,”A

rt Lockm
an” -tool car, “H

ow
ard

F
ogg” - pow

er/boiler/dorm
itory, “Sherm

an
H

ill” - concession car, “P
ortland R

ose” -coach,
“C

ity O
f Salina” -coach, “Sunshine Special” -

coach, “C
ouncil B

luffs” - open baggage,
“C

olum
bine” - dom

e/coach, “C
hallenger” -

dom
e/coach, “208” - pow

er/storage/dorm
itory,

“C
ity O

f D
enver”

 - diner, “M
issouri R

iver
E

agle” - dom
e/diner and the C

ity O
f San

F
rancisco” - dom

e/lounge/observation.

T
he U

P “C
hallenger” #3985 is the w

orld’s
largest and m

ost pow
erful operating steam

engine in the w
orld today.  It’s w

heel

configuration is 4-6-6-4 (20 w
heels) and burns

oil today though it originally burned coal.  A
t its

departure on this excursion out to L
aram

ie, the
C

hallenger” w
ill carry alm

ost 6,000 gallons of
fuel and alm

ost 50,000 gallons of w
ater.  A

long
the route to and from

 L
aram

ie w
e w

ill pass tw
o

of the old w
aterpow

ers once used to keep these
thirsty steam

 giants fully quenched.

I am
 fortunate to be riding in the first dom

e car
“C

olum
bine.”  T

his dom
e allow

s for a clear
view

 of the engine w
orking up hill as w

ell as
being able to sw

ing around and see the rest of
the train as w

e pass around curves.  W
e actually

take tw
o separate routes.  T

he first route to
L

aram
ie takes us a slightly different route then

the return route though both pass thru the
H

erm
osa T

unnel, first on the left and then
returning on the right.

W
e are treated to a total of five run-bys at three

different locations. Perhaps half of the
passengers get off each tim

e to photograph this
“beauty” as she backs up for perhaps a m

ile and
then com

es thundering by for those great view
s

of an old classic steam
 engine doing it’s “thing.”

T
he “C

hallenger”
 has a unique steam

 w
histle

w
hich is a rich and deep sound and as the engine

passes us the com
bination of the sound of the

w
histle, the thundering of the engine as she

passes and the abundance of black sm
oke

belching from
 the stack is classic steam

railfanning at it’s very best.  To see this happen
five tim

es in one day up in the m
ountains of

W
yom

ing is just a rare and exciting opportunity.
W

e do all our run-bys on the w
ay to L

aram
ie as

the clouds form
 and the rains com

e as w
e head

back to C
heyenne.  For the m

ost part our trip
takes us thru the open space and grazing land
and w

e can see for m
iles so as w

e sit in our
dom

e seats, it is w
onderful to see the m

ajestic
open land and m

ountains out on parade as w
e

pass by.

A
ll along the w

ay there are the “chasers” w
ho

w
ant to see the train as she passes by and

photograph the m
om

ent.  W
e do pass by som

e
stretches of highw

ay and folks just pull over and
w

atch the m
ajestic old train pass by.  W

e w
ave at

them
 and they w

ave back.  K
ind of a m

agic
feeling to be on board.

W
hen w

e arrive at L
aram

ie the turning w
ye has

been shorted over the years so w
e back part of

the train into the w
ye and a sw

itcher pulls us out
so w

e are facing the direction w
e have just com

e
from

.  T
he rest of the train including the

“C
hallenger”

 backs into the w
ye and then heads

to our direction and passes us by to our track and
then backs up to rejoin the entire train consist.
T

he L
aram

ie R
ail Y

ard is also pretty good sized
and there is an elevated w

alkw
ay over the yard

allow
ing a m

ultitude of people to stand above
the yard and w

atch the “m
agic” happen right

below
 them

.  W
e are in the L

aram
ie Y

ard for
about one and half-hours before heading back.

W
e arrive back at C

heyenne around 8 PM
 and

the old railroad clock tow
er is lit and w

elcom
ing

us back hom
e.  I depart from

 the train and m
ove

back to a point to photograph the “reverse”
m

ove the train w
ill m

ake to get off the m
ain line

and m
ove to the roundhouse.  A

s the dusk settles
over the area there is just enough light to

continued on pg 8


