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M
inutes of the Septem

ber 21st,
M

em
bership M

eeting of the
N

orthstar C
hapter N

R
H

S
V

ice-President D
oug Johnson called the

m
eeting to order at 7:07 p.m

. in the St. Paul
Fire D

epartm
ent T

raining C
enter w

ith 19
m

em
bers and guests present.  C

hapter
President D

an M
eyer w

as not present - he w
as

in northern M
innesota to ride the special

excursion train on the E
rie M

ining railroad.

A
 m

otion w
as m

ade, seconded, and carried to
approve the m

inutes of the June 15, 2002
m

em
bership m

eeting, as published in the
Septem

ber 2002 issue of N
orthstar N

ew
s.  A

m
otion w

as m
ade, seconded, and carried to

approve the m
inutes of the A

ugust 17, 2002
m

em
bership m

eeting, as
published in the
Septem

ber issue of
N

orthstar N
ew

s.
T

reasurer Joe Fishbein
w

as not present to give his
report.

N
ational D

irector M
arty

Sw
an reported on the

N
ational D

irectors
m

eeting held during the

N
R

H
S national convention at W

illiam
s, A

Z
 in

A
ugust.  T

here w
ere several changes in the

national officers because of death or ill health.
T

he A
ctivities issue of the B

ulletin w
ill be

going to press soon.  T
here are plans for a

railroad photography group that could be used
to encourage people to join N

R
H

S.  T
he

W
ebm

aster reported that the N
R

H
S w

ebsite is
getting 145 hits a day just for the convention
coverage.  T

he N
ational O

peration L
ifesaver

program
 has accepted N

R
H

S as a full partner in
their program

.  T
his year’s R

ailC
am

p w
as very

successful.  T
he first session in 2003 w

ill be
July 6-12, im

m
ediately follow

ing the B
altim

ore
convention, w

ith a second session July 20-26.
T

his year’s R
ailw

ay H
eritage G

rants w
ere

announced.  A
 prelim

inary report on this year’s
G

rand C
anyon convention indicated 750-800

people w
ere registered.  T

he 2003 convention in
B

altim
ore is ready to

receive pre-
registrations.   T

here
w

ill be m
any

excursions, none w
ith

steam
.  T

he next B
O

D
m

eeting w
ill be

Sunday, N
ovem

ber 3 in
M

t. Pleasant, IA
.  D

ue
to a schedule conflict,
M

arty w
ill not be able

to attend, so som
eone
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else from
 the chapter w

ill have to serve as
an alternate delegate.  T

hree m
em

bers of the
chapter received aw

ards for 25 years of
continuous m

em
bership: B

ill H
erzog of

M
innetonka, Sylvester K

napton of L
a

C
rosse, W

I, and A
ndy Papulas of

M
inneapolis.  Sylvester K

napton and A
ndy

Papulas got their aw
ards by m

ail.  B
ill

H
erzog got his lapel pin at the convention at

W
illiam

s, A
Z

.  H
e w

ill get his letter of
congratulations at the next m

eeting w
hen he

is present.

T
rip D

irector John G
oodm

an had no plans
to report on.  H

e did note that there is a trip-
taking place this w

eekend on the E
rie

M
ining railroad in northern M

innesota.

M
arty Sw

an reported on the 2002 N
R

H
S

national convention in W
illiam

s, A
Z

.  H
e

enjoyed the sunset trip to the G
rand C

anyon
behind four FA

 diesels on the G
rand

C
anyon R

ailroad.  T
hat w

as the only event
of the convention that he w

as able to attend.
M

arty also described his trip on A
m

trak to
and from

 the convention.  A
fter leaving the

convention, he w
ent w

est to C
alifornia, then

north, and then cam
e hom

e on the E
m

pire
B

uilder.  D
oug Johnson also attended the

convention.  H
e attended the banquet.  T

he
after-dinner speaker described W

alt
D

isney’s fascination w
ith railroads.  D

oug
described the talk w

as som
ew

hat long, but
interesting.  D

oug took Saturday’s steam
train to the G

rand C
anyon.  T

here w
ere

several other steam
 engines at the station

w
hen the train arrived there.

T
here w

as a report on plans for the 2004
N

R
H

S national convention.  T
he N

R
H

S
N

ational C
onvention C

om
m

ittee w
ill be

com
ing in D

ecem
ber to check on how

 w
e are

com
ing w

ith our planning for the convention.
T

he next m
eeting of the convention

com
m

ittee w
ill be on Sunday, O

ct. 13th.
M

ore people are needed to help w
ith the

preparations for the event.

T
he chapter’s H

oliday Party w
ill be held

Sunday, D
ec. 8th.  D

etails w
ill be in next

m
onth’s issue of N

orthstar N
ew

s.  C
ontrary to

previous reports, T
inucci’s is not m

oving to
W

oodbury, but is just opening a deli there.
T

he program
 isn’t definitely set yet.  It’s

possible that w
e m

ight have a speaker about
the H

iaw
atha L

ight R
ail project.  D

oug
Johnson noted that he recently had a tour of
the new

 shop building being built for the light
rail line.

D
ennis L

ouden reported for the N
om

inating
C

om
m

ittee.  A
ll existing officers are seeking

re-election.  N
ext m

onth, the com
m

ittee w
ill

give its official report.  N
om

inations from
 the

floor w
ill be accepted at the N

ovem
ber

m
eeting, follow

ed by the election.

T
here w

as no O
ld B

usiness or N
ew

 B
usiness.

D
oug Johnson asked if there w

ere any guests
or visitors at the m

eeting.

T
he program

 w
ill be presented by A

aron
Isaacs, of the M

innesota T
ransportation

M
useum

.  H
e w

ill show
 w

hat he considers to
be the best of the M

T
M

’s slide collection.

T
he Septem

ber N
orthstar C

hapter, N
R

H
S M

eeting is
Saturday, O

ctober 19th @
 7:00 P

M
@

 the St. P
aul F

ire D
epartm

ent T
raining C

enter.

M
eetings are usually the third Saturday of the m

onth in the St. P
aul F

ire D
epartm

ent
T

raining C
enter.

N
E

X
T

 M
E

E
T

IN
G

: N
ovem

ber 16th @
 the St. P

aul F
ire D

epartm
ent Training C

enter-
P

rogram
 w

ill be D
ick P

rosser

D
irections: Take Snelling A

ve to E
nergy Park D

rive.  E
xit and turn right at the bottom

 of the ram
p.

W
atch for the entrance gate to the Firefighters T

raining C
enter.  (L

ook for the cem
ent building that

looks scorched.)  If you go past M
idw

ay Stadium
 you have gone too far.

Program
 for O

ctober has been changed and is a surprise per G
len H

olm
burg
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N
ext m

onth’s program
 is tentatively going

to be presented by Jim
 G

eorge.

A
 m

otion to adjourn w
as m

ade, seconded,
and carried at 7:33 p.m

.

R
espectfully subm

itted, D
avid N

orm
an

Secretary, N
orthstar C

hapter N
R

H
S

M
arty’s T

rip R
eport from

 the
N

ational C
onvention hosted

by the G
rand C

anyon C
hap-

ter of the N
R

H
S

Just got back yesterday from
 the m

ost
w

onderful trip I have taken in years.

O
n A

ug 20 B
ill H

erzog and I took a one
w

ay rental car to K
ansas C

ity from
 the Tw

in
C

ities. W
e w

ere forced to do this since
A

m
trak refuses to allow

 the E
m

pire B
uilder

to connect w
ith the W

estern T
rains in

C
hicago.  T

he ride is an easy one dow
n I-

35. O
nce in K

C
 w

e did a little railfanning
and then w

ent to the beautifully restored
K

ansas C
ity U

nion Station for dinner. A
fter

61 years of life I finally found out w
hat the

difference betw
een a K

ansas C
ity Strip and

a N
ew

 Y
ork Strip steak is—

K
C

 Strip has a
bone, N

Y
 Strip does not.

W
e then m

oved over to the A
m

trak station
to w

ait for our slightly tardy C
hief.  W

hile
w

aiting for the C
hief to com

e, a m
em

ber of
the K

ansas C
ity C

hapter that I know
 cam

e
in to catch the train.

N
ext m

orning, after a great night of sleep, I
headed to the dining car observing that
eastern C

olo. here looked just like eastern
C

olo on the C
alifornia Z

 route. I m
et B

ill
and the another N

R
H

S m
em

ber that had
boarded at K

C
 for breakfast.

B
reakfast w

as lim
p, soggy French Toast and

pork sausage. T
he pork sausage w

as about
the size of a silver dollar and as thin as a
piece of paper. I decided to have French
Toast on each of the trains I w

as on to see if
the chefs did anything different w

ith the
national m

enu.

I could not believe the change in the
landscape this day. I had been led to believe
that the route of the C

hief (2 sleepers,
dining car, lounge 4 coaches and rear end
sleeper) w

as borring. B
oy w

as I w
rong, w

e
w

ent from
 arid country to m

ountains back
to rocky arid country and alm

ost everything
in betw

een. I w
as transfixed w

ith the view
s

m
oving pass the lounge w

indow
.

A
rrival at A

lbuquerque w
as early and

allow
ed m

e plenty of tim
e to purchase $140

w
orth of bracelets for the w

ife and fam
ily

from
 the N

ative A
m

ericans at that location.
C

ash only, no checks, or credit cards. T
his

did leave m
e a bit short in the billfold.

Shortly thereafter disaster struck. I had been
having problem

s w
ith a pinched nerve in

the back. T
he D

r. has prescribed steroids
and m

uscle relaxers and they had been

P
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D
isclaim

er: The opinions expressed in the N
orthstar N

ew
s are not necessarily the opinions of the N

R
H

S or the
N

orthstar C
hapter.

T
he N

orthstar N
ew

s is looking for a new
 E

D
IT

O
R

 to start in January.  L
auren has an

internship w
hich w

ill not allow
 her the tim

e to continue being the editor-- those interested
in putting out this m

onthly publication should talk or em
ail D

A
N

 M
E

Y
E

R
.

T
he N

orthstar N
ew

s can also be read O
N

L
IN

E
!   http://w

w
w

.northstar-nrhs.org/
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w
orking. U

p to the point w
here w

e had joined
the m

ain line of the form
er A

T
SF the ride had

been fast and sm
ooth. O

nce w
e hit the m

ain line
the ride becam

e faster and not sm
ooth at all. W

e
bounced all over the place w

ith violent side to
side jerks. O

n one of those side to side jerks, m
y

back nerve said forget it and pulled. T
hat gave

m
e pain across the w

hole back and m
ade every

sudden m
ovem

ent a joy of paralyzing pain.
A

bout this tim
e m

y friends and I w
ent to dinner

and that w
as ok (the N

ational pork chop w
as just

O
K

) but w
hen I tried to stand up after dinner the

back w
hen ballistic. I got dow

n to m
y room

 and
put the heating pad on it, w

hich seem
s to help.

T
he last hours, into W

illiam
s w

ere not all that
fun.

A
rrival into W

illiam
s w

as close to on tim
e and I

hobbled over to the van, w
hich w

ould take us to
our hotel.   T

he dam
ned thing appeared to have

been built w
ithout shocks and the first part of the

journey w
as over a rutted dirt road. B

y the tim
e

w
e got to the hotel, I had to be helped to a

standing position by B
ill and others and then I

slow
ly, in m

uch pain, got off the bus and m
ade

m
y w

ay into the lobby. M
y friends helped m

e
w

ith m
y luggage and w

hen the desk clerk saw
m

e, she changed m
y room

 from
 w

ay off yonder
to right around the corner. T

hank you T
hank you

T
hank you.

A
 night of cooking m

yself w
ith the heating pad,

no activity, the m
edication all seem

ed to help
and the next m

orning I w
as able to m

ove again—
although I could feel the thing tugging m

e and
knew

 I had better be very very careful.

O
n T

hursday A
ug 22 I w

as to ride the N
R

H
S

C
onvention trip to the G

rand C
anyon.   Since

this w
as the only convention trip I could take I

sold the farm
 and got a dom

e seat.

A
nd w

hat to m
y w

ondrous eyes did I see. A
n

A
T

SF Pleasure D
om

e car. T
he one dom

e car
operated by pre A

m
trak carriers that I had never

ridden. O
h M

y! N
o kid seeing D

isneyland for the
first tim

e could have a greater thrill then I had.
Since I had som

e N
R

H
S business to perform

 that
m

orning and couldn’t board right aw
ay, the

N
R

H
S people operating the car reserved one of

the parlor sw
ivel seats for m

e.  A
nd then the

icing on the cake w
as that w

e w
ere pulled by an

A
B

B
A

 set of A
lco FA

’s. I love first generation
diesel far m

ore then I care for steam
. T

he G
rand

C
anyon C

hapter, N
R

H
S, gave us continuos treats

ranging from
 w

ater and soda to cookies, to fruit
to cheese and m

eat plates. W
hat a w

onderful
w

onderful day. T
he view

 out the flat glassed car
(still in its original configuration) w

as pine, then
scrub pine, then arid treeless land, then scrub
pine and back to full size pine. W

e got to the
G

rand C
anyon and I rode the bus that the

C
hapter had provided for us m

obility disabled
persons, up to the rim

 for m
y first ever view

 of
the upside dow

n m
ountain as early N

ative
A

m
ericans called it. M

an oh M
an!

I then w
ent into the E

l Tovar H
otel built by Fred

H
arvey and w

ent to the restaurant for a m
eal.

“A
ll sold out” I w

as told. N
o problem

. I w
alked

into the restaurant and found another N
R

H
S

m
em

ber w
ho w

as sitting alone and asked if I
could join him

. N
o problem

. So I dined on

Seafood C
how

der and L
am

b Shank that evening
in a form

er Fred H
arvey restaurant.

L
ater w

e all w
ent back out to the rim

 to w
atch

the sunset. B
liss.

T
hen back to our train for nighttim

e ride back to
W

illiam
s, but tonight w

as the full m
oon. Just

w
hat m

ore could anybody ask for?

H
ats off to the N

R
H

S G
rand C

anyon C
hapter for

their hassle free user friendly operation of this
train. A

nd for all other aspects of the C
onvention

that I w
as able to attend.

N
ext m

orning w
as N

R
H

S B
oard of D

irectors
m

eeting, and the annual m
em

bership m
eeting. I

w
as busy selling the m

erchandise of the N
R

H
S.

T
he only thing that w

ould have caused m
e to

turn around and go back hom
e w

as if the train
had been annulled and I w

as w
orried that w

as
the case w

hen I called “Julie” and she insisted
that #3 didn’t serve L

os A
ngeles.  I finally got

her to contact m
e w

ith a live person w
ho said the

train w
as running. T

hat at L
a Junta A

m
trak had

run out of rested crew
s and the train had to w

ait
3 hours for a rested crew

. T
hat didn’t quite ring

true, but I w
as glad the train w

as running. O
n the

train several people said the problem
 w

as that
the train had a m

echanical problem
 and w

hen
the crew

 called it in they gave an incorrect
location for their train i.e. they w

ere lost and that
im

m
ediately disqualified them

. T
hey had to stop

in L
a Junta for drug and alcohol test and a relief

crew
 had to be brought in. T

hat sounded m
ore

plausible and w
as later confirm

ed to m
e by a

B
N

SF dispatcher I know
.

A
t any rate I sat, alone, in the lobby until 1:00

am
 w

hen the van started to get ready to take us
over to the station. O

nce there w
e had to w

ait
until 2:15 for the train to com

e in. I hit the hay
alm

ost im
m

ediately not even stopping to brush
m

y teeth.

 A
bout 3 hours later I heard an announcem

ent
being m

ade, w
hich I w

as trying to ignore until I
heard the w

ords Sacram
ento and C

oast Starlight.
T

hat w
oke m

e up and I flagged dow
n m

y
attended that told m

e w
e w

ould be bused from
B

arstow
 to San L

uis O
bispo.

To be continued in N
ext M

onths edition of the
N

orthstar N
ew

s
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O
ur annual C

hristm
as B

anquet w
ill once again

be held at T
inucci's high quality buffet.  W

e w
ill

gather at 11:00 am
 and after a short social tim

e
w

ill hit the line w
ith its goodies of R

oast B
eef,

C
hicken, R

ibs, B
reakfast item

s, Salads etc etc.

W
e w

ill have a program
, to be announced, after

w
e eat.

O
ur price this year is $16.50 w

hich includes a
soft drink of your choice.  T

inucci's w
ill also

include 2 gift certificates for our draw
ings.

C
ut off date w

ill be D
ec. 4.

----------------------------------------------------------


