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M
eeting M

inutes for O
ct. 19th,

2002 of the N
orthstar C

hapter
N

R
H

S
T

he m
eeting w

as called to order at 7:09 p.m
.

in the St. Paul Fire D
epartm

ent T
raining

C
enter by chapter president D

an M
eyer w

ith
35 m

em
bers and guests present.  D

an M
eyer

w
anted to officially recognize his w

ife, D
aw

n
H

olm
gren, on their 10th w

edding anniversary.
T

he chapter had m
oved its m

eeting date that
m

onth to avoid a schedule conflict w
ith the

w
edding.  M

any chapter m
em

bers had
attended the w

edding.  N
ational D

irector
M

arty Sw
an asked that the m

eeting agenda be
tem

porarily suspended so that he could present
B

ill H
erzog w

ith a letter congratulating him
for 25 years of continuous m

em
bership in the

N
R

H
S. A

 m
otion w

as
m

ade, seconded, and
carried to approve the
m

inutes of the Septem
ber

2002 m
em

bership
m

eeting, as published in
the N

orthstar N
ew

s.

T
reasurer Joe Fishbein

gave his report for A
ugust

and Septem
ber.  C

ash in
checking account, as of

A
ugust 1, 2002 w

as $4,951.  Incom
e consisted

of $1 in checking account interest and $32 in
dues and donations.  Total incom

e w
as $33.

E
xpenses consisted of $20 in dues to N

R
H

S
national office and $98 in new

sletter expenses.
Total expenses w

ere $118.  C
ash in checking

account, as of Septem
ber 30, 2002 w

as $4,876,
of w

hich $3,136 w
as in the general fund and

$1,740 w
as in the 8327 restoration fund.  A

m
otion to approve his report w

as m
ade,

seconded, and carried.

T
rip D

irector John G
oodm

an said that he had
nothing to report.
N

ational D
irector M

arty Sw
an w

ill be unable to
attend the fall N

R
H

S B
oard of D

irectors
m

eeting in M
t. Pleasant, IA

, so w
e need an

alternate to go in his place.  Frank W
illkie

offered to go in his place.  W
hoever represents

the chapter at that
m

eeting m
ay be voting

on the 2005
convention.  It w

ill
probably be Portland,
O

R
.

O
ld B

usiness - T
he

2004 convention
com

m
ittee m

et Sunday,
O

ctober 13th.  T
hey

haven’t heard from
 Jeff

T
able of C

ontents
T

able of C
ontents

M
inutes for O

ctober 19, 2002 M
em

bership
M

eeting of the N
orthstar C

hapter, N
R

H
S

M
arty’s T

rip R
eport concludes

L
o

catio
n

 o
f th

e N
o

rth
star M

eetin
g

s

N
o

rth
star C

h
ap

ter B
o

ard
 o

f D
irecto

rs

13567
C

hristm
as B

anquet A
nnouncem

ent
T

he N
orthstar N

ew
s is looking for a new

 E
D

IT
O

R
 to start in January.  L

auren has an internship
w

hich w
ill not allow

 her the tim
e to continue being the editor-- those interested in putting out this

m
onthly publication should talk or em

ail D
A

N
 M

E
Y

E
R

.
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W
illiam

s, w
ho is aw

ay on m
ilitary service.

Several m
em

bers of the com
m

ittee w
ill

m
eet w

ith a law
yer, B

arney O
lsen.  N

ext
com

m
ittee m

eetings w
ill be N

ovem
ber 10

and D
ecem

ber 7.  N
ational N

R
H

S
convention com

m
ittee m

em
bers w

ill be
com

ing for the D
ecem

ber m
eeting.

M
arty Sw

an reported on plans for the
holiday party.  T

he first announcem
ent w

as
in the O

ctober issue of N
orthstar N

ew
s.

M
arty strongly recom

m
ended people m

ake
reservations in advance.  W

ith several
people from

 the N
R

H
S convention

com
m

ittee attending plus our ow
n m

em
bers

and their guests, w
e m

ay reach the capacity
of the room

.  Joe Fishbein said that he had
m

ade tentative contact w
ith a possible

speaker from
 the H

iaw
atha L

ight R
ail

project.

D
ennis L

ouden reported for the
N

om
inations C

om
m

ittee.  A
ll the present

officers are w
illing to run for another year

in office.  W
e w

ill also accept nom
inations

from
 the floor this m

onth or at the
N

ovem
ber m

eeting just before the voting.
E

lections w
ill be held at the N

ovem
ber

m
eeting.  L

auren M
aiden w

ill not be able to
continue as editor of the N

orthstar N
ew

s
after the end of the year, so w

e w
ill need a

new
 editor.  A

re there any volunteers?  T
he

actual production of the new
sletter is now

being handled by people other than the
editor.

D
ick Prosser w

ill be presenting the program
in N

ovem
ber.  B

ob K
oetz volunteered to put

on program
s in January and February.

B
ill H

erzog talked about the status of the
8327 restoration.  T

hey ran into som
e

technical problem
s, so it isn’t quite finished.

H
e w

ants to put a plaque on the engine.
T

here w
as a discussion of the design, etc.

T
he question w

as asked if w
e should apply

for a grant from
 N

R
H

S.  M
arty Sw

an said
that he w

ould get a grant application form
.  A

suggestion w
as m

ade that w
e put the

proposed text of the plaque in the N
orthstar

N
ew

s.

N
ew

 B
usiness - President D

an M
eyer said

that he is concerned that chapter m
em

bership
is slow

ly declining.  O
ne idea for increasing

aw
areness of and participation in the chapter

w
as a railroad photo contest.  A

nother
suggestion w

as to put out a calendar.  W
e

m
ight w

ork together w
ith the M

innesota
T

ransportation M
useum

 and the Tw
in C

ity
M

odel R
ailroad M

useum
 to hold a railroad

photo and art display and/or contest.  Joe
Fishbein said that he had been asking form

er
m

em
bers w

hy they had not renew
ed.  D

an
M

eyer said the he w
ould w

ork on the project.

N
athan Philips of N

ew
 M

exico is visiting the
Tw

in C
ities.  H

e is part of a group that is
w

orking on the preservation and restoration
of Santa Fe steam

 engine #2926, a 4-8-4.
T

heir w
ebsite is w

w
.nrhs.org/A

lbuquerque.

N
O

R
T

H
ST

A
R

 C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 N

R
H

S

A
N

N
U

A
L

C
H

R
IST

M
A

S B
A

N
Q

U
E

T

D
E

C
. 8, 2003

O
ut annual C

hristm
as B

anquet w
ill once again be held at T

inucci’s  high quality  buffet.  W
e w

ill gather at
11:00 am

 and after a short social tim
e  w

ill hit the line w
ith its goodies of R

oast B
eef, C

hicken, R
ibs,

B
reakfast item

s, Salads  etc etc.

W
e w

ill have a program
, as talked about below

, after w
e eat.

O
ur price this year is $16.50, w

hich includes a soft drink of your choice.  T
inucci’s w

ill also include 2 gift
certificates for our draw

ings.

C
ut off date w

ill be D
ec. 4.

M
ake checks payable to N

orthstar C
hapter N

R
H

S.  Send reservation form
 and paym

ent to
H

. M
artin Sw

an, PO
 B

ox 65320, St. Paul, M
N

 55165-0320

Please reserve m
e...........seat(s) at the N

orthstar N
R

H
S C

hristm
as B

anquet  @
 $16.50.

N
am

e of person m
aking reservation....................................................................................

N
am

e(s) of other person(s) in party......................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
(Please do not include m

em
bership dues in this check)

T
he H

iaw
atha L

ight R
ail T

ransit Project: A
 presentation about the H

iaw
atha L

R
T

 line currently under
construction by M

n/D
O

T
 betw

een dow
ntow

n M
inneapolis, the airport and the M

all of A
m

erica.   T
he L

R
T

line is ow
ned by the M

etropolitan C
ouncil, and w

ill be operated by M
etro T

ransit (a division of M
et

C
ouncil) once construction is com

plete.
T

he program
 w

ill be presented by: C
arol D

ean, C
om

m
unications C

oordinator, H
iaw

atha Project O
ffice and

Jim
 V

aitkunas, G
eneral Superintendent, C

om
o-H

arriet Streetcar L
ine
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A
 m

otion to adjourn the m
eeting w

as m
ade,

seconded, and carried at 8:00 p.m
.

Several m
em

bers are going to T
rainfest in

M
ilw

aukee the second w
eekend in

N
ovem

ber - anyone interested in going
along should contact them

.  M
ention w

as
m

ade of a recent derailm
ent in A

noka.
D

an M
eyer asked if w

e had any guest or
prospective m

em
bers at the m

eeting.

Jim
 G

eorge put on the program
.  H

e show
ed

slides covering four decades of railroading
in central W

isconsin.

R
espectfully subm

itted, D
avid N

orm
an

Secretary, N
orthstar C

hapter N
R

H
S

M
arty’s T

rip R
eport from

 the
N

ational C
onvention hosted

by the G
rand C

anyon C
hap-

ter of the N
R

H
S

(continued from
 the O

ctober N
orthstar

N
ew

s)

Folks this lateness and the bus turned out to
be a chicken in the pot. In the first place I
got to see som

e of the M
ojave D

essert. First
tim

e in m
y life that I saw

 a cactus. T
he train

pulled into B
arstow

 and w
e off loaded.

T
here w

as no bus and the station w
as

closed. To A
m

trak’s credit the train did not
leave until the bus arrived. First it w

ent
train side to pick up the checked baggage

then cam
e over and picked us up. O

nce
aboard the lady driver announced that she
didn’t understand w

hy they had said San
L

uis O
bispo—

w
e w

ere going to Santa
B

arbara.

O
n A

ug 24 Friday w
e w

ere to be bused to
Santa B

arbara. W
hat a nice ride.  I got to

see a lot that I w
ould not have been able to

see from
 the train including C

ajon Pass
from

 the highw
ay, w

hich w
as loaded w

ith
trains. T

he San B
ernardino N

ational Forest,
w

hich didn’t have a single tree in it as far as
w

e could tell. O
ur route w

as tow
ard L

A
 and

then w
hen w

e crossed I
5 to head N

orth to som
e point w

here w
e left

I-5 and w
ent on a 2 and then 3 lane divided

highw
ay until w

e got to Santa B
arbara. M

y
head w

as circling in its socket, as this is the
first tim

e I had been in Southern C
alifornia.

I w
ill take the trip again one of these days

and m
ake it all rail.

W
e beat the train to Santa B

arbara by 25
m

inutes. I w
ent in to talk about a sleeping

car refund from
 B

arstow
 to L

A
 and L

A
 to

Santa B
arbara and w

as told I had to call
U

SA
 R

A
IL

. I asked if there w
as an easy

w
ay to get past Julie and w

as told just to hit
Z

ero on the keypad once she finished w
ith

her talk about going to the w
ebsite.

Since the sleepers w
ere going to stop tw

o
m

iles from
 the station or so it seem

ed, I w
as

offered a ride in the electric baggage cart,
w

hich I accepted.

P
resident: D

an M
eyer

763-784-8835 (H
om

e)
D

an@
M

eyer.net

V
ice P

resident: D
oug Johnson

Phone# n/a at tim
e of publication

P
ast P

resident: A
ndrew

 K
oetz

651-776-8309 (H
om

e)

N
ational D

irector:
H

. M
artin Sw

an
612-961-1684 (cell)

T
reasurer: Joe F

ishbein
651-457-1610 (H

om
e)

Secretary: D
avid N

orm
an

612-729-2428 (H
om

e)

T
rustee: M

ark B
raun

Phone# n/a at tim
e of publication

P
rogram

 C
hairm

an:
G

len H
olm

berg
phone# n/a

n0oyz@
hotm

ail.com
* em

ail contains a Z
E

R
O

 after the n
and an ‘o’ follow

ing the zero.

E
ditor: L

auren M
aiden

651-306-0352 (H
om

e)
lauren.k.m

aiden@
uw

rf.edu

D
isclaim

er: The opinions expressed in the N
orthstar N

ew
s are not necessarily the opinions of the N

R
H

S or the
N

orthstar C
hapter.

T
he N

orthstar N
ew

s can also be read O
N

L
IN

E
!   http://w

w
w

.northstar-nrhs.org/
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T
he train cam

e in, 3 sleepers, parlor, dining car,
lounge and 5 coaches, no rear end traffic. First
tim

e in a long tim
e I have ridden a train w

ith no
m

ail or express.

I dum
ped m

y bags in m
y room

 and told the
attendant that I w

as going to go get som
ething to

eat. H
e said that he had given m

y nam
e to the

stew
ard and that he w

ould page m
e—

w
hat great

service—
so I headed for the parlor car w

here I
m

anaged to snag one of the sw
ivel easy chairs.

15 m
inutes later m

y nam
e w

as called and I w
as

headed for the dining car.  W
hereas the R

ueben
on the C

hief had been served nice and crisp, the
R

ueben on the Starlight w
as soggy and lim

p.

B
ack to the Parlor car and all the sw

ivel seats
w

ere gone so I slipped into one of the tables.
W

onderful view
s of the O

cean. A
fter w

e left that
the car cleared out som

ew
hat and I w

as able to
grab one of the sw

ivel seats.  A
las, m

y 3 hours of
sleep the night before caught up w

ith m
e and I

took an involuntary nap. I w
oke up as the

attendant w
as getting ready for the w

ine testing.
T

hat w
as fun even if all 3 w

ines tasted like
R

ipple to m
e.

I w
as aw

ake for the big horseshoe curve, w
hich

w
as great, and I enjoyed an afternoon of seeing

the rather desolate C
alifornia area.

Supper w
as next; the non-national m

enu of
baked salm

on w
as very good and back to m

y
room

 for the first tim
e since I had gotten on the

train. I w
anted to go to sleep but I had prom

ised
an A

m
trak friend that I w

ould w
ait for him

 at

San Jose. A
las no friend—

later found out that he
had been called to duty.

Into the sack. I w
as so tired I didn’t get up to 6

the next m
orning and m

issed m
ost of sm

oke
obscured M

t. Shasta. T
im

e for B
reakfast and,

you guessed it, French toast, this chief served it
w

ith a bit of crispness to it.

A
 very know

ledgeable W
est C

oast travel agent
had told m

e if w
e could get to E

ugene by 2:00
p.m

. I m
ost likely w

ould go through on the train.
  Too bad that w

e got there at 2:10pm
 so off to

the bus w
e w

ent.   T
he bus got us into Portland at

4:20 p.m
. and they w

ere loading the train.  T
here

w
as a long line of people w

aiting to grab the
C

ascade to Seattle.

T
he sleeper on the B

uilder w
as the w

orst of the
lot. N

on-refurbished phase 1. It needed a lot of
cosm

etic w
ork, including putting som

e padding
in the seat. A

nd it rode very very rough. L
uckily

I can sleep in alm
ost all kinds of conditions and

sleep w
ell, but w

as w
akened from

 tim
e to tim

e
from

 the rough riding.

It w
as a bit sad to give the C

onductor m
y last

ticket stub know
ing that the trip w

as about over.
I had the cold roast beef dinner and it w

as m
uch

better then expected. T
he next m

orning I got up
very early, told the attendant not to m

ake up m
y

bed then w
ent to breakfast. M

y final French toast
and this w

as the best of the 3, a delicate
crispness to the toast and it w

as plum
per then the

other tw
o had been.

A
fter w

e left the m
ountains I w

ent back to bed skipping lunch and slept m
ostly in the bed but

occasionally above it as the car bucked around. G
ot up at 1:30 p.m

. A
ttendant told m

e that he had m
ade

a 5:30 p.m
. dinner reservation for m

e—
again w

hat service even if it w
as a tad earlier then

I w
anted to eat.

T
his w

as M
onday and I hadn’t show

ered since T
hursday so I decided that using the show

er in the car.
B

ut since the car bucked so m
uch I decided to w

ait until w
e arrived in H

arve, w
hich is a long station

stop and then w
ent dow

n at that tim
e. I felt very refreshed w

hen I w
as done.

M
y last supper w

as the N
ew

 Y
ork Strip (no bone) and then back to bed for a 20 m

inute late arrival into
St. Paul and the trip w

as done B
T

W
 the E

B
 w

as the standard 2 sleepers, 2 coaches and dining car from
Seattle and lounge, 2 coaches and sleeper from

 Portland. W
e did carry private car Pudge Sound w

ith us
to W

hitefish and it took about 40 m
inutes to rem

ove the car from
 the train.

I have called A
m

trak and they agreed that som
e refund w

as in order for the m
issed sleeping car space.

D
on’t know

 w
hat since they didn’t tell m

e over the phone.

W
ell tim

e to plan m
y next trip—

To R
ichm

ond V
A

 next Spring to attend the N
R

H
S Spring B

O
D

T
he N

ovem
ber N

orthstar C
hapter, N

R
H

S M
eeting is

Saturday, N
ovem

ber 16th @
 7:00 P

M
@

 the St. P
aul F

ire D
epartm

ent T
raining C

enter.

D
irections: Take Snelling A

ve to E
nergy Park D

rive.  E
xit and turn right at the bottom

 of the ram
p.

W
atch for the entrance gate to the Firefighters T

raining C
enter.  (L

ook for the cem
ent building that

looks scorched.)  If you go past M
idw

ay Stadium
 you have gone too far.

Program
 for N

ovem
ber w

ill be D
ick Prosser.


