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T
he m

eeting w
as called to order at 7:03 p.m

. in
the St. Paul Fire D

epartm
ent T

he m
eeting w

as
called to order at 7:03 p.m

. in the St. Paul Fire
D

epartm
ent T

raining C
enter by President D

an
M

eyer w
ith 28 m

em
bers and guests present.  A

m
otion w

as m
ade and seconded to approve the

m
inutes of the February 16,2002 m

eeting, as
published in the N

orthstar N
ew

s.  T
he m

otion
carried.  A

pproval of the m
inutes of the M

arch
15,2002 m

eeting w
as deferred, as they have not

been published yet.  T
reasurer Joe Fishbein w

as
not present to give his report.

N
ational D

irector M
arty Sw

an reported that
N

R
H

S C
hairm

an L
eroy D

ietrich had a
stroke and has not been able to carry out the
duties of his office.  M

arty said that he had
volunteered to take charge of issuing 25 and
50 year pins.  In our chapter, tw

o local
m

em
bers are due 25 year pins, plus one in

L
a C

rosse.  A
rrangem

ents w
ill be m

ade to
present them

 w
ith their aw

ards.   A
 flyer is

out on the planned trip of U
P 3985, w

hich
w

ill visit the Tw
in C

ities.  T
he N

R
H

S
B

oard of D
irectors m

et last w
eek in

H
arrisburg.   Issuing of 25 and 50 pins w

ill

be getting back on schedule.  C
hairm

an D
ietrich

is in bad shape, so volunteers w
ent to his house

and checked records.  T
here is now

 a new
 staff

and production procedures for the N
R

H
S

N
ational B

ulletin.  Issues 4 and 5 from
 2001 are

now
 out and issue 6 is in press.  T

he first
B

ulletin of 2002 is being w
orked on.  T

he
A

ctivities A
nnual is no longer being num

bered,
so delays in putting it out w

on’t delay other
issues of the B

ulletin.  T
here w

ill be 5 regular
issues of the B

ulletin.  E
au C

laire has applied
for C

hapter status.

R
uss Isbrandt attended the Spring B

O
D

m
eeting, held in H

arrisburg.  T
he rail trip in

conjunction w
ith the B

O
D

 m
eeting w

as
com

pletely sold out - if there are any problem
s

w
ith a car on the train, there is no w

ay to m
ove

people to another car.  H
e reported on the status
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T
he editor w

ishes to apologize for the lateness of the N
orthstar N

ew
s for M

ay 2002.
D

ue to a com
puter virus this issue w

as unable to be distributed as it w
ould also have

spread the virus.

T
hank you for your understanding- L

auren M
aiden, E

ditor

of R
epresentatives can be  easily found.  E

ach elected C
ongressional rep can be sent  an em

ail directly
from

 their w
eb sites.  I w

ould also suggest that each person send a hard copy of that em
ail to their  reps

too as som
etim

es em
ails have a habit of som

etim
es  being discontinued.

For those m
em

bers that don’t have a PC
, below

 are the m
ailing addresses of the Senators, H

ouse of
R

epresentatives and the President:

T
he H

onorable............        T
he H

onorable..............                       T
he President

U
.S.Senate                          U

.S. H
ouse of R

epresentatives             T
he W

hite H
ouse

W
ashington, D

C
 20510       W

ashington, D
C

  20515                       W
ashington D

.C
. 20500

A
n A

m
trak C

oncern, continued from
 page 7
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of events at this year’s national convention.
T

he 2003 convention w
ill be June 30-July 6

in B
altim

ore, w
ith a them

e of “Star
Spangled R

ails.”   T
here is a lot of

inform
ation on the N

R
H

S w
ebsite.  T

he trip
at the B

O
D

 m
eeting w

as great if you paced
it, but very hot onboard.  From

 on the train,
you couldn’t tell w

hat kind of engine w
as

on the front of the train.

T
rip D

irector John G
oodm

an reported that
he had spoken w

ith Steve Sandberg of the
261 group.  T

he trip to D
uluth isn’t sold out

yet, but sales are going w
ell. John said that

he w
ill be riding the 3985 trip and plans to

talk to Steve L
ee of the U

P.  O
nly a few

chapter m
em

bers are going on the trip.
John does not have plans for any other trip.
T

he chapter w
ill not be running a bus for

this year’s 261 trip to D
uluth.

M
arty Sw

an said that he had not yet m
ade

reservations for our H
oliday Party at

T
innucci’s.  T

he restored M
ilw

aukee R
oad

depot in M
inneapolis w

as suggested as a
site for the party in a future year.  W

e
usually hold the party on the first Sunday in
D

ecem
ber, but that is very early in the

m
onth this year, so w

e could hold this
year’s party on D

ecem
ber 1st or 8th - the

8th w
as suggested unless that date is

booked.  M
arty w

as told to go ahead w
ith

the plans w
ithout a form

al m
otion.

T
he annual chapter picnic w

as discussed.
Several possible locations w

ere suggested.
D

ave N
orm

an said that he w
ould check

w
ith D

on Johnson about visiting his live-
steam

 railroad at C
oon L

ake.  A
 visit to the

St. C
roix L

ive Steam
ers w

as also suggested.
Possibly, w

e m
ight have the picnic instead of

having a regular m
onthly m

em
bership

m
eeting in July.

L
auren M

aiden has been doing a good job as
editor, but w

e need som
eone (or a group of

people) to act as Production M
anager.

O
therw

ise, w
e m

ay not have a new
sletter if

w
e don’t get help.

A
 question w

as asked about exchange
new

sletters.

T
he 2004 N

ational C
onvention C

om
m

ittee
w

ill hold its next m
eeting on Saturday, M

ay
4th.  T

he suggested m
eeting tim

e w
as 4 p.m

.
O

thers are w
elcom

e to com
e and observe the

m
eeting.

O
ld B

usiness - T
he subject of a possible new

m
eeting location w

as discussed.  M
ost

suitable m
eeting room

s w
ould cost m

oney.
A

ndy K
oetz had personal business and

forgot to get the key last m
onth.  T

he
M

innesota T
ransportation M

useum
 does not

have a suitable m
eeting space available.  A

question w
as asked about our donation to the

L
ake Superior T

ransportation M
useum

 to the
fund to repaint the D

M
…

IR
 diesel - the

check w
as w

ritten at the last m
eeting and

presum
ably has already been sent.

N
ew

 B
usiness - T

here w
as none.

T
he A

pril N
orthstar C

hapter,
N

R
H

S M
eeting is Saturday,

M
ay  18th @

 7:00 P
M

@
 the St. P

aul F
ire D

epartm
ent

T
raining C

enter.

M
eeting

s are usually th
e third S

atu
rda

y of the
m

onth
in th

e St. P
a

ul F
ire D

epartm
en

t Tra
inin

g C
enter.

N
E

X
T

 M
E

E
T

IN
G

: Jun
e 18th @

 the St. P
a

ul F
ire

D
epartm

ent Training C
en

ter-  P
rog

ram
 T

B
A

 in
the M

ay  N
orth

star N
ew

s

D
irections: Take Snelling A

ve to E
nergy Park D

rive.
E

xit and turn right at the bottom
 of the ram

p.  W
atch

for the entrance gate to the Firefighters T
raining

C
enter.  (L

ook for the cem
ent building that looks

scorched.)  If you go past M
idw

ay Stadium
 you

have gone too far.

A
n

 A
m

trak C
o

n
cern

 fro
m

M
em

b
er Jo

e H
arp

er
M

ay I suggest that in the next edition of the
N

orthstar N
ew

s that a suggestion be m
ade to the

m
em

bership  enlisting their help to w
rite a brief

note to both Senators in M
innesota (M

ark
D

ayton…
 Paul W

ellstone) as w
ell as to their

appropriate H
ouse of R

epresentative for
w

hatever  D
istrict the various m

em
bers of the

N
orthstar C

hapter  m
ay live in  for the purpose

of getting the necessary funding needed to
m

aintain a national railroad system
 and

hopefully bring it up to a reasonable standard w
e

can all be proud of.  E
lim

inating a form
 of m

ass
transportation just doesn’t m

ake sense.  C
ongress

gives so little to A
m

trak com
pared to all other

form
s of transportation and highw

ay
m

aintenance.

M
y concern is that the long distance A

m
trak

trains m
ay w

ell be discontinued as early as
O

ctober of this year.   W
hat a sham

e it w
ould be

not to have “T
he E

m
pire B

uilder”  to ride
anym

ore not to m
ention the disappearance of

“T
he Southw

est C
hief”(in existence since the

1930s), “T
he C

alifornia Z
ephyr”, “T

he C
oast

Starlight”, “ T
he C

apitol L
im

ited” and “T
he

L
ake Shore L

im
ited” just to  m

ention a couple of
other fam

ous long distance trains also in peril of
being discontinued.

E
ach person w

ho has an available PC
 can go put

the w
ords “L

ibrary of C
ongress” in their search

engine and the nam
es  of the Senators and H

ouse
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A
m

trak’s A
uto T

rain w
ent on the ground -

12 cars w
ere on their sides and 4 people

died.  Service resum
es today.  A

m
trak did

not post notices of train-offs, but m
ight be

able to get aw
ay w

ith a shorter advance
notice.  T

he status of action in C
ongress is

that m
oney for A

m
trak has been approved

by the Senate, but m
ay not get through the

H
ouse.  T

he G
reater E

ast A
rea M

odel R
R

club w
ill be holding a flea m

arket of
railroad and m

odel railroad item
s next

Saturday, A
pril 27, at 10 a.m

.

A
djournm

ent w
as m

oved, seconded, and
carried at 7:45 p.m

.

T
he program

 w
as presented by B

aron
B

ehning.  H
is daughter shot a video of

trains in Japan in M
arch of this year.  H

e
also show

ed scenes on the B
N

SF, an
excursion train out of D

uluth, a tim
e lapse

tape on the M
innesota T

ransfer, and a fan-
trip behind C

B
…

Q
 #5632 from

 1963.

R
espectfully subm

itted,
D

avid N
orm

an
Secretary N

orthstar C
hapter N

R
H

S

M
in

u
tes o

f th
e N

o
rth

star
C

h
ap

ter, N
R

H
S

, M
em

b
er-

sh
ip

 M
eetin

g
, M

arch
 16th

,
2002
B

y John H
. G

oodm
an, A

cting Secretary

T
he m

eeting w
as called to order by

President D
an M

eyer at 7:10 p.m
. in the

m
eeting room

 at the Tw
in C

ity A
m

trak
station, w

ith 20 m
em

bers and guests
present.

R
. L

inebarger m
oved that that approval of

the m
inutes of the February 2002 m

eeting
be deferred until they are published in an
upcom

ing issue of the N
orthstar N

ew
s.  T

he
m

otion w
as seconded by M

. Sw
an and

carried.

Joe Fishbein gave the T
reasurers’s report.

W
e have 62 m

em
bers w

ho are paid up for
2002.  C

hecking account balance , as of 12/
31/01, w

as $5,264.  W
e have $3,524 in the

general fund and $1,740 in the 8327
restoration fund.  W

e had to pay $400 to
rent the Jam

es J. H
ill H

ouse for our January
m

eeting, but the 38 people in attendance
each paid $5, for a total of $190.  T

he net
cost to the C

hapter for the m
eeting w

as
$210.

President M
eyer and T

reasurer Fishbein
reported that a budget for 2002 w

as
approved calling for anticipated expenses of
$1,655.

M
arty Sw

an gave the N
ational D

irector’s
report.  T

he 2002 G
rand C

anyon T
rip and

C
onvention pre-registration booklet is now

out, so m
em

bers can now
 m

ake advance
registrations for all aspects of the
convention.

P
resident: D

an M
eyer

763-784-8835 (H
om

e)
D

an@
M

eyer.net

V
ice P

resident: D
oug Johnson

Phone# n/a at tim
e of publication

P
ast P

resident: A
ndrew

 K
oetz

651-776-8309 (H
om

e)

N
ational D

irector:
H

. M
artin Sw

an
651-298-2637 (w

ork)

T
reasurer: Joe F

ishbein
651-457-1610 (H

om
e)

Secretary: D
avid N

orm
an

612-729-2428 (H
om

e)

T
rustee: M

ark B
raun

Phone# n/a at tim
e of publication

P
rogram

 C
hairm

an:
G

len H
olm

berg
phone# n/a

n0oyz@
hotm

ail.com
* em

ail contains a Z
E

R
O

 after the n
and an ‘o’ follow

ing the zero.

E
ditor: L

auren M
aiden

651-306-0352 (H
om

e)
lauren.k.m

aiden@
uw

rf.edu

D
isclaim

er: The opinions expressed in the N
orthstar N

ew
s are not necessarily the opinions of the N

R
H

S or the
N

orthstar C
hapter.

A
 m

em
orial service and sm

all concert is planned for 10:30A
M

 in the lobby of Ted M
ann A

uditorium
,

U
niversity of M

innesota on M
ay 3, 2002.

M
em

orial contributions are being accepted by Fairview
 H

ospice, 2450 26th A
ve. S., M

inneapolis, M
N

55406.

O
bituary C

ontinued from
 P

age 5
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D
an M

eyer, C
hairm

an of the 2004 N
ational

C
onvention C

om
m

ittee, reported that the next
com

m
ittee m

eeting w
ill be next Sunday, M

arch
24th, at the A

m
trak station.  H

e also reported
that w

e now
 have a  w

ebsite for the 2004
convention.

John G
oodm

an gave the T
rip D

irector’s report.
T

rips behind restored Soo L
ine engine #2719 in

A
pril w

ere cancelled due to a decision by
C

anadian N
ational R

R
 too require $50 m

illion in
insurance coverage.T

he 2719 group is not able to
obtain this type of coverage at the present tim

e.
O

ur plan to purchase tickets on this trip is m
oot,

as the trip is cancelled.  John also spoke about
the upcom

ing trip of M
ilw

aukee R
oad #261 to

D
uluth in M

ay and the June trip by C
am

erail and
the U

nion Pacific to D
es M

oines and K
ansas

C
ity.

O
ld B

usiness - T
here w

as none.

N
ew

 B
usiness - President M

eyer requested that
som

eone else take over assem
bly of the

N
orthstar N

ew
s, as it is som

ew
hat of a burden to

him
, as he has m

any other duties.  H
e noted that

it w
ould be possible to put it on the C

hapter’s
w

ebsite, so m
em

bers could obtain it that w
ay.

T
hat w

ould save the C
hapter the costs of printing

and postage, instead of having to m
ail out the

new
sletter.

John G
oodm

an m
ade a m

otion to set up a
com

m
ittee to investigate a possible new

 m
eeting

site for N
orthstar C

hapter m
onthly m

eetings.
Jim

 M
cL

ane seconded the m
otion.  T

his issue

arose because tonight’s m
eeting had to be m

oved
to the A

m
trak station at the last m

inute.  M
em

ber
A

ndy K
oetz w

as not able to get the key for the
Fire D

epartm
ent T

raining C
enter in tim

e for the
m

eeting, so a hasty change to the A
m

trak station
w

as needed.  John’s com
m

ittee w
ill look into

possible new
 sites and costs for sam

e.

John G
oodm

an reported that the L
ake Superior

T
ransportation C

lub is requesting donations for
the repainting of their ex-D

M
…

IR
 locom

otive
#193.  B

ill H
erzog m

oved to have N
orthstar

C
hapter donate $100 to this fund.  T

he m
otion

w
as seconded by R

uss Isbrandt.

A
 m

otion to adjourn w
as m

ade by R
uss Isbrandt

and seconded by R
on L

inebarger.  M
eeting w

as
adjourned at 7:45 p.m

T
h

e B
attle o

f th
e W

eld
o

n
R

ailro
ad

Subm
itted by Jeffrey“R

em
o” W

illiam
s

T
his year’s Saint C

roix C
ivil W

ar W
eekend R

e-
enactm

ent, held at “Forts Folle A
voine H

istorical
Park” on Fathers D

ay w
eekend, June 15-16, w

ill
include three battles this year, w

ith the highlights
being “T

he B
attle of the W

eldon R
ailroad.”  T

he
C

ivil W
ar re-enactm

ent crew
 has built a

representation of the W
eldon R

ailroad line
com

plete w
ith depot, 600 feet of rail line, and

telegraph lines.  T
he scenario includes a railroad

handcar, loaned by the L
ake Superior R

ailroad
M

useum
, w

hich w
ill pum

p it’s w
ay across the

field to the depot.  T
he handcar w

ill be attacked

by U
nion artillery (lots of explosions), and

C
onfederate forces w

ill face off to defend
R

eam
s Station.   R

elive the horrible phase of
Sherm

an’s cam
paign w

hen U
.S. troops cut

telegraph lines, burn buildings, and com
e upon

and destroy railroad tracks, turning them
 into

“Sherm
an’s bow

ties” by tw
isting the rails

around trees.  President L
incoln (Fritz K

line)
w

ill be back this year, as w
ell as U

nion m
edical

tents w
ith scenes not for the faint of heart.  Forts

Folle A
voines H

istorical Park is located in
B

urnett C
o. W

I.   Tw
o m

iles w
est of H

w
y. 35 on

C
ounty R

oad U
, betw

een W
ebster and

D
anbury.Phone: (715) 866-8890 E

-m
ail:

fahp@
centurytel.net

N
o

rth
star C

h
ap

ter O
b

itu
ary

Subm
itted by D

an M
eyer

O
ur form

er chapter trustee, Paul Freed, passed
aw

ay in A
pril after a long battle w

ith cancer. In
addition to the unknow

n (to m
e) talents listed in

his official obituary below
, Paul w

as an
enthusiastic railfan. H

e attended m
ost N

orthstar
chapter m

eetings, and w
hen he traveled he

w
ould investigate the local railroad attractions.

R
ailroading w

as not a big part of Paul’s life, it
w

as apparently just a sm
all part of his life. E

ven
so, he enjoyed railroads and the presentations at
chapter m

eetings. H
is w

ill be m
issed.

Freed - Paul W
., age 74, died on A

pril 16, 2002
at his hom

e in M
inneapolis after a long struggle

w
ith cancer.

Paul w
as Professor E

m
eritus of Piano in the

School of M
usic at the U

niversity of M
innesota

and an active pianist in the com
m

unity both as
soloist and cham

ber m
usician. H

e taught piano
at the U

niversity of M
innesota from

 1957 until
his retirem

ent in 1992.

H
e w

as a graduate of H
am

line U
niversity, held

an A
rtists D

iplom
a from

 the B
asel C

onservatory
in Sw

itzerland w
ith Paul B

aum
gartner and

advanced degreesfrom
 Florida State U

niversity
w

ith E
rnst von D

ohnanyi in piano perform
ance.

H
e w

as President of the M
innesota M

usic
Teachers A

ssociation from
 1969-1971 and

founder of the state w
ide syllabus program

. H
e

w
as recently given the President’s A

w
ard by the

M
M

TA
 for lifetim

e achievem
ent.

H
e w

as born in H
am

pden, N
orth D

akota on July
7, 1927 to the late Palm

er O
tto Freed and

M
arjorie M

aud Freed (nee O
ke).

H
e is survived by his sister, M

arcia Freed Taylor
of E

ssex, E
ngland and

brother, B
ruce Freed

E
m

bro, O
ntario, C

anada; nieces L
ucy Taylor of

B
irm

ingham
, E

ngland, B
ridget Freed of

M
inneapolis, L

esley Freed Sukosky of
H

ockessin, D
elaw

are, and N
ora Freed

A
rkonovich of Portland, O

regon, tw
o

grandnephew
s and one grandniece, and a large

group of friends and students.

A
 funeral w

ill be held at the G
IL

B
E

R
T

SO
N

FU
N

E
R

A
L

 H
O

M
E

 in D
evils L

ake, N
orth

D
akota on M

onday, A
pril 22. H

e w
ill be buried

at Storlie C
em

etery in H
am

pden, N
orth D

akota.


