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M
inutes of the N

orthstar C
hapter,

N
R

H
S, M

em
bership M

eeting,
M

ay 18th, 2002
T

he m
eeting w

as called to order at 7:16 p.m
. in

the St. Paul Fire D
epartm

ent T
raining C

enter
by N

ational D
irector M

arty Sw
an, w

ho w
as

presiding because several other chapter officers
w

ere not able to attend the m
eeting.  Tw

enty-
three m

em
bers and guests w

ere present.  It w
as

reported that form
er chapter trustee Paul Freed

had died.  T
here w

as a m
om

ent of silence in his
m

em
ory.  A

pproval of the m
inutes of recent

m
eetings w

as deferred, as the editor is having
com

puter problem
s and has been unable to put

out the N
orthstar N

ew
s.

C
om

m
ittee R

eports - T
reasurer Joe Fishbein

reported that on M
arch 1, 2002, there w

as
$5,127 in the checking account.  Incom

e
during M

arch and A
pril w

as $1 in checking
account interest, for total incom

e of $1.
E

xpenses during that period w
ere $100

donation to the D
M

&
IR

 193 Paint Fund and
$4 to print the T

reasurer’s report for the
B

oard of D
irector’s m

eeting, for total
expenses of $104.  C

ash in checking account
on A

pril 30, 2002, w
as $5,024, of w

hich
$3,284 w

as in the G
eneral Fund and $1,740

w
as in the G

rand T
runk 8327 R

estoration
Fund.  Total chapter m

em
bership is 94, of

w
hom

 76 have renew
ed for 2002.  A

 m
otion w

as
m

oved, seconded, and carried to approve the
treasurer’s report.  Joe Fishbein reported that w

e
received a nice letter of acknow

ledgem
ent for

our donation from
 the L

ake Superior m
useum

.

N
ational D

irector M
arty Sw

an reported that
there w

as not m
uch new

s from
 N

R
H

S on a
national level.  T

he N
R

H
S convention com

m
it-

tee has a new
 m

em
ber, w

ho had been part of the
group that put on the Stanford convention.  O

ur
local convention com

m
ittee m

et several w
eeks

ago.  T
hey filled out the com

m
ittee head

positions.  T
he next m

eeting is planned for July
13th.  T

he chapter picnic w
as discussed.  T

he
B

altim
ore chapter w

ill be having a catered
picnic.  Several possible locations w

ere sug-
gested for our picnic. G

len H
olm

berg w
as asked

if he needed help assem
bling and distributing the

T
able of C

ontents
T

able of C
ontents
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T
he editor w

ishes to apologize for the lateness of the N
orthstar N

ew
s for M

ay 2002.
D

ue to a com
puter virus this issue w

as unable to be distributed as it w
ould also have

spread the virus.

T
hank you for your understanding- L

auren M
aiden, E

ditor
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N
orthstar N

ew
s.  H

e said that it w
as O

K
 for

now
, but he m

ight ask for help later.

T
rip D

irector John G
oodm

an noted that
m

any people w
ho usually m

ight be at the
m

eeting w
ere probably on the 261 trip to

D
uluth this w

eekend.  Perhaps w
e should

have changed the date of our m
eeting this

m
onth to avoid the schedule conflict.  T

he
U

nion Pacific trip com
ing to the Tw

in C
ities

w
ill be com

ing up a different route than
previously announced.   M

arty said that he
had gotten his ticket and parking inform

a-
tion for the U

P trip, but didn’t bring it to the
m

eeting.  T
he 261 is going to L

a C
rosse in

June.  T
hey are also selling tickets to

C
hicago.  T

hey are also going to G
reen B

ay
this sum

m
er.  Future possible trips w

ere
discussed.  John G

ohm
ann of the M

innesota
C

om
m

ercial is unw
illing to run any trips

because of insurance considerations.

T
here w

as no other O
ld B

usiness.

N
ew

 B
usiness - G

len H
olm

berg w
ants

program
 ideas.  Several m

em
bers had

suggestions.

A
nnouncem

ents - R
oger C

lark, w
ho lives in

L
akeville, w

ill be putting on a local railroad
history program

 at 7 p.m
. on N

ovem
ber

18th.  D
ow

ntow
n L

akeville has a nice
auditorium

.  H
e could use m

ore m
aterial for

his program
.  A

nyone w
ho has m

aterial
should contact him

.  Tonight’s program
 w

ill
be presented by D

ick Prosser.  M
arty Sw

an
said that w

e are honored to have him
 here.

A
djournm

ent w
as m

oved by J. G
oodm

an,
seconded by several people, and carried at
7:46 p.m

.

T
he program

 w
as a slide show

 by D
ick

Prosser.  Subjects included M
ilw

aukee R
oad

(including branch lines), Soo L
ine passenger

trains, dem
onstration operation of a H

y-rail
bus at N

ew
 Prague, and A

rkansas shortlines in
1955.

R
espectfully subm

itted,
D

avid N
orm

an
Secretary, N

orthstar C
hapter N

R
H

S

T
rip R

eport
by M

arty Sw
an

O
n T

uesday A
pril 23 I left St. Paul on a low

er
level coach of #8. W

e had the m
ost friendly

car attendant. She spent 45 m
inutes dow

n in
the low

er lever laughing and talking to the 5
of us dow

n there. W
e learned about her

am
azing experiences w

ith a palm
 reader and

w
here she w

as from
 (W

yo) etc. T
he only

problem
 as I saw

 it w
as that this conversation

w
as from

 7:00 am
 to 7:45 am

 w
hile the train

w
as loading.  O

ne w
ould have thought that

she should have been up and about her tw
o

(yes tw
o not four) cars helping people that

w
ere boarding the train find seats etc.

L
ast tim

e I rode the B
uilder to C

hicago the
D

ining car stew
ard announced that only

sleeping car passengers w
ere to be served

T
he June N

orthstar C
hapter,

N
R

H
S M

eeting is Saturday,
June  15th @

 7:00 P
M

@
 the St. P

aul F
ire D

epartm
ent

T
raining C

enter.

M
eeting

s are usually th
e third S

atu
rda

y of the
m

onth in the St. P
aul F

ire D
ep

artm
ent Training

C
enter.

N
E

X
T

 M
E

E
T

IN
G

: July 20th @
 th

e St. P
au

l F
ire

D
epartm

ent Training C
en

ter-  P
rog

ram
 T

B
A

 in
the July  N

o
rthstar N

ew
s

D
irections: Take Snelling A

ve to E
nergy Park D

rive.
E

xit and turn right at the bottom
 of the ram

p.  W
atch

for the entrance gate to the Firefighters T
raining

C
enter.  (L

ook for the cem
ent building that looks

scorched.)  If you go past M
idw

ay Stadium
 you

have gone too far.

N
ext up, in A

ug, the 2002 N
R

H
S N

ational
C

onvention at the G
rand C

anyon.  SW
 C

hief Ft.
M

adison to W
illiam

s, for the N
R

H
S N

ational
C

onvention. thence SW
 C

hief to L
A

, thence
C

oast Starlight to Portland, thence E
B

 to St.
Paul. 4 consecutive nights on the train w

ithout a
break. C

an’t w
ait.

-M
arty

A
 T

rip R
eport continued from

 page 6

C
opeland P

ark, L
a C

rosse,
W

isconsin R
ail F

air
Saturday, July 20th, 2002 @

10:00am
 to 5:00pm

R
ailroad fleam

arket, S
w

ap m
eet,

B
uy-S

ell-T
rade

M
odel and T

oy T
rains- R

ailroadiana
R

ailroad E
xhibits &

 D
isplays plus guided tours of

the steam
 locom

otive, caboose and grand crossing
tow

er.

T
here w

ill also be a B
N

S
F

 R
ailw

ay display @
 the

N
orth L

a C
rosse Y

ard &
 C

anadian P
acific R

ailw
ay

display at S
um

m
er S

treet next to C
opeland P

ark.

A
dm

ission is $3.00, children under 12 are free w
ith

paid adult adm
ission.

A
ll proceeds go to m

aintain and restore the L
a

C
rosse S

hort L
ine R

ailroad.

F
or m

ore in
form

ation
, or ven

d
or con

tract,
p

lease sen
d

 a large S
.A

.S
.E

 to:
T

h
e 4000 F

ou
n

d
ation

, L
im

ited
P

O
 B

O
X

 3411

L
a C

rosse, W
I 54602-3411
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lunch in the dining car, coach passengers
could go to the lounge car.  A

s a result, on
this trip I carried tw

o 6 inch Subw
ay

sandw
iches w

ith m
e that I had purchased

the night before. T
hey w

ere delicious. O
n

this run, how
ever, lunch w

as served to all
the passengers.

For inform
ation, the E

m
pire B

uilder this
w

inter has been operating w
ith the D

orm
sleeper, one Seattle sleeper, one Seattle
dining car, 2 Seattle coaches, one Portland
L

ounge car, 2 Portland coaches and one
Portland sleeper. W

e lost the 2nd Seattle
sleeper during the O

lym
pics. T

hey expect to
get it back tow

ard the end of M
ay as w

ell as
the local St. Paul /C

hicago coach (train 808
and 807).

W
e left on tim

e (the only train on this trip to
do so) but by the tim

e w
e had left

M
ilw

aukee w
e w

ere 30 m
inutes dow

n due
to track w

ork. I had just put m
y scanner

aw
ay and w

as starting to pack up to get off
the train w

hen w
e m

ade a very hard stop. I
im

m
ediately got the scanner out and heard

the engineer calling the dispatcher to call
the police and fire departm

ent as w
e had hit

a truck. T
he first questions asked w

as if
anybody w

as hurt and if w
e w

ere derailed.
H

e answ
ered nobody w

as hurt, the tw
o

people in the truck w
ere standing near a

highw
ay crossing and that w

e w
eren’t

derailed.
Firetrucks cam

e and firem
an w

ere running
to the front. Police cam

e and they didn’t
really have anything to do but to redirect

traffic off the intersection w
e w

ere
blocking. A

fter aw
hile it w

as determ
ined

that w
e had hit a U

P highrailer. T
he tw

o
people in it had bailed out w

hen w
e cam

e
around the curve at 70 m

ph but since it w
as

on the track w
e sim

ply pushed it dow
n in

front of us. O
f course w

hen you hit a
stationary item

 at 70 m
ph, it usually is

squashed. In this case w
e turned the truck

into scrap m
etal that w

as“w
elded” to the

front locom
otive. I have video of the yellow

truck on the tracks w
rapped around the

locom
otive from

 the 3rd passenger car
back. T

he conductor, the police, the
dispatcher and everybody else w

anted to
m

ake sure that they had the nam
es of the

people that put the highrail on the track in
front of a fast m

oving passenger train.

A
fter aw

hile the Fire C
hief, the forem

an of
a track gang (I don’t know

 if he w
as C

PR
S

or M
etra) and a M

aintainer decided to see if
they could separate the truck from

 the
locom

otive by backing up. T
his w

orked.
N

ext they had to get the scrap m
etal off the

track and I saw
 a M

etra truck m
ounted

crane com
e off the highw

ay and go dow
n to

the front of the train. B
y this tim

e the
operating crew

 w
as ordering the passengers

to close the door w
indow

s “...because the
train w

as going to be m
oving in any

m
inute”.

N
ext w

as inspecting the locom
otive and

rem
oving spare truck parts from

 it and
inspecting the track. W

e finally got the go
ahead to m

ove past the site at w
alking

P
resident: D

an M
eyer

763-784-8835 (H
om

e)
D

an@
M

eyer.net

V
ice P

resident: D
oug Johnson

Phone# n/a at tim
e of publication

P
ast P

resident: A
ndrew

 K
oetz

651-776-8309 (H
om

e)

N
ational D

irector:
H

. M
artin Sw

an
Phone# w

ill be available in next
publication

T
reasurer: Joe F

ishbein
651-457-1610 (H

om
e)

Secretary: D
avid N

orm
an

612-729-2428 (H
om

e)

T
rustee: M

ark B
raun

Phone# n/a at tim
e of publication

P
rogram

 C
hairm

an:
G

len H
olm

berg
phone# n/a

n0oyz@
hotm

ail.com
* em

ail contains a Z
E

R
O

 after the n
and an ‘o’ follow

ing the zero.

E
ditor: L

auren M
aiden

651-306-0352 (H
om

e)
lauren.k.m

aiden@
uw

rf.edu

D
isclaim

er: The opinions expressed in the N
orthstar N

ew
s are not necessarily the opinions of the N

R
H

S or the
N

orthstar C
hapter.
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speed. A
s soon as the forem

an of the track gang
said w

e w
ere past, the engineer opened it up and

w
e w

ere going track speed so it w
ould appear

that there w
as little or no dam

age to the
locom

otive.  A
ll of this took 90 m

inutes. It didn’t
bother m

e since it cut dow
n on m

y w
aiting tim

e
for the next train.  Food for thought, if w

e had
hit it broadside, the results, could have been
different especially in regard to derailing the
train.

I w
as suppose to m

eet a friend,  N
orm

an W
ilson

from
 Toronto  at the station, but alas the

International didn’t arrive C
hicago until after I

had boarded #448. I had a room
 in the B

oston
section w

hich at that tim
e ran one N

ew
 Y

ork
sleeper, one N

ew
 Y

ork dining car, one N
ew

 Y
ork

lounge, 3 N
ew

 Y
ork coaches, 2 B

oston coaches
and the B

oston sleeper in that order front to rear..
I w

as surprised to see the lounge next to the
dining car instead of in the m

iddle of the train.
O

ur 7:10 departure tim
e cam

e and w
ent. W

e
didn’t start m

oving until 7:40 pm
—

I never did
find out w

hy, m
aybe w

e w
ere w

aiting for people
off the International. W

e w
ent out to pick up the

m
ail and express and I heard on the scanner

som
ebody say, uh there is som

ething w
rong w

ith
this air hose. So 60 m

inutes later, w
ith a new

 air
hose, w

e finally started off. W
e got to H

am
m

ond,
left there and stopped. 30 m

inutes later the
conductor finally got curious and asked the
engineer w

hat w
as up. “Freight trains” is all he

said and the conductor sim
ply said “gatcha”.  30

m
inutes after that w

e finally got started. T
hat 2

hours and 30 m
inutes stayed w

ith us the entire
trip.

I also had m
y only “hot under the collar” episode

of the w
hole trip.  I w

as hungry and I w
aited and

w
aited for them

 to announce that thedining car
w

as open. finally I decided to w
alk the 7 cars to

the diningcar. W
hen I got there it w

as only half
full but they refused to seat m

e. Seem
s that the

Stew
ardess w

as taking reservations in the
sleeping cars. I never saw

 her, w
e m

ight have
passed, but w

hy the ding-dong didn’t they
announce over the w

orking intercom
 that she

w
as headed back. O

ne of the w
aiters said she

alw
ays does that. w

ell Y
ippee! W

hen she cam
e

back I snapped at her and I w
asn’t going to sit in

the lounge car w
aiting for a seat. M

y sleeping
car porter w

as standing there so I told him
 to

bring the chicken dinner to m
e to eat in m

y
room

.

T
he next m

orning w
hen I w

ent into the dining
car she com

es up, sits m
e dow

n and puts a coach
check before m

e. I gave m
y order and the server

filled out the check. A
nother sleeping car

passenger sat dow
n and she gave him

 a sleeping
car check. I finally said, “..don’t you think you
should give m

e one like his”.pointing to the
sleeping car check..“Y

ou in the sleeping car?—
w

ell I guess I should have asked” .“Y
es” I

replied “you should have”. She then had to sit
dow

n, void the coach check and transfer m
y

order to the sleeping car check.  A
 sm

all m
easure

of revenge.

W
hen w

e got to A
lbany w

e stopped an aw
ful

long w
ay from

 the station in fact the engines
w

ere w
ell short of the station.. W

ith m
y sore

knees and bad back, there w
as no w

ay I w
as

going to be able to w
alk all the w

ay up there and
back.. T

hey put on a coach cafe car to serve as a
lounge for us and finally 2 hours nd 30 m

inutes
late w

e left. T
his w

as the first tim
e I had been

over this part of the line in daylight and it is very
im

pressive.

W
e actually got to Springfield only 2 hours 15

m
inutes dow

n. A
t Springfield there w

ere no red
caps and no baggage carts.  So I had to struggle
w

ith m
y bags to get to the station.

M
y return w

as Sunday A
pril 28 on the C

apitol
L

im
ited. 2 sleepers, dining car, lounge 2 coaches

in that order from
 the front. T

he first sleeper w
as

a bouncing betty (C
hapter m

em
ber B

ill H
erzog

and his w
ife  w

as in that car—
pure coincidence

that he w
as on board) and I w

as in the 2nd car
w

hich rode like silk.  H
ey, w

e left W
ashington

D
C

 60 m
inutes dow

n. T
he C

onductor cam
e on

and said w
e had a bad order car (m

ail and
express car) and they w

ere going to have to
rem

ove it. Should take 30 m
inutes. I turned to

B
ill  and said “60 m

inutes”. W
e left 60 m

inutes
to the second late.

 N
ot m

uch to tell, crew
 w

as friendly and the
train got into C

hicago only 30 m
inutes dow

n.
W

e backed into the station right up to but not
coupling onto, the 3rd coach that is added for the
train w

hen it becom
es the SW

C
hief.

T
he final run w

as on the E
B

 back to St.Paul. I
got m

yself a room
 for the ride. D

eparture tim
e

cam
e and w

ent but an announcem
ent w

as m
ade

that w
e w

ere w
aiting for a late L

ake Shore. T
hey

even announced w
hen the L

ake Shore w
as

entering the station. W
e arrived St. Paul only 7

m
inutes dow

n.

N
otes. T

here no announcem
ents about the

country side on any of the trains w
ith the single

exception that on the 448 out of A
lbany w

e w
ere

told to look out to the left to see som
e B

uffalo.
T

hat w
as it.

Food service: W
onderful, I had oven fried

chicken, fish stew
, pork chops that looked

burned and dried out but w
hen you cut into them

they w
ere tender and juicy and one of the m

ost
fantastic desserts I have ever had.  O

n the
C

apitol, they said they had a double, double
chocolate cake.“W

hy not”. It turned out to be a
C

hocolate sponge cake about the size of a
pancake, and inch or so thick. Served w

arm
 and

w
hen you cut into it, hot  fudge stream

ed out.
O

h m
y blood sugar!!!!!!!

O
n the E

B
 on the w

ay back, I believe w
e w

ere
starting the N

ational m
enu. I m

ight be w
rong

here...but w
hen the m

enus w
ere passed out they

announced that the m
enu item

 of porterhouse
w

as now
 a N

ew
 Y

ork Strip, the m
enu item

 of
B

B
Q

 ribs, w
as the pork chops, the C

hicken
rem

ained the chicken, but the catfish becam
e

stuffed trout.

W
onderful trip, N

o vouchers w
ill be requested.

T
he lateness w

as not a problem
 for m

e and I did
get m

y revenge on the Stew
ardess on the L

ake
Shore.


