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M
inutes of the July 20

th, 2002
M

em
bership M

eeting of the
N

orthstar C
hapter, N

R
H

S

T
he July m

em
bership m

eeting of the N
orthstar

chapter of the N
R

H
S w

as a picnic, held at the
N

ew
port signal tow

er on Saturday, July 20th.
T

here w
as no business m

eeting.

Picnic tables w
ere set up outside the tow

er.  A
num

ber of trains w
ent by w

hile people w
ere

eating.  M
em

bers and guests w
ere able to tour

the signal tow
er, w

hich is being restored.
T

hey w
ere also able to visit the adjacent H

O
gauge m

odel railroad layout of the G
reater

E
ast A

rea M
odel R

ailroad C
lub.

T
he N

orthstar chapter thanks m
em

bers of the
m

odel railroad club for
m

aking arrangem
ents for

us to have our picnic there
and thanks the city of
N

ew
port for providing the

picnic tables.

D
avid N

orm
an

Secretary, N
orthstar

C
hapter N

R
H

S

R
ailfaning O

ver the 4
th in N

orthern
C

alifornia
B

y “C
hoo C

hoo” Joe

T
his past holiday I put a trip together to take

advantage of several opportunities to see old
steam

 in action plus just get aw
ay up in the

m
ountains of N

orthern C
alifornia.  O

n July 3rd
I headed for the
form

er railroad tow
n of D

unsm
uir, C

alifornia
som

e 400 m
iles north of w

here I live, arriving at
the R

ailroad Park R
esort just south of the city.

T
his site is m

ade up 24 old cabooses restored
from

 the outside and renovated on the inside to
be very com

fortable w
ith tongue-in-grove pine

installed w
alls and ceilings.  I stayed in the

“M
cC

loud R
ailroad C

aboose”- about nine feet
w

ide and forty feet long w
ith all the am

enities
of any sm

aller hotel room
, self contained and

extrem
ely com

fortable.
M

any  old railroads are
represented by these
cabooses and they
include Southern
Pacific, M

cC
loud

R
ailroad, E

rie
R

ailroad, U
nion

Pacific, N
orthern

Pacific, B
urlington,

G
reat N

orthern, C
otton

B
elt and Santa Fe.

T
able of C

ontents
T

able of C
ontents
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em

bership
R

ailfaning in N
orthern C
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F
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L

ight R
ail M

ock-U
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the S

tate F
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 A
venue

St. P
aul, M

N
 55112

25th. T
he tunnel boring m

achine w
as taken apart and hauled back to the starting point to begin the

second tube.

C
ontinued from
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T
his R

ailroad Park is located very near the
base of C

astle C
rags M

ountain (elevation of
6,500 feet) and is especially aw

esom
e in the

early m
orning.  T

here are tim
ber forests all

around this outcrop of solid rock so the
m

ajestic granite m
ountain looks especially

inspiring as it bursts straight up out of the
forests.  E

specially relaxing w
as a cup of

good coffee early in the m
orning w

hile
relaxing outside the caboose w

ith this
gorgeous scenery in the m

orning as w
ell as

in the evening as the sun set and the stars
cam

e out to glitter.  T
he L

ittle C
rag R

iver
runs in back of our cabooses so the constant
gurgling of the river is very soothing and
only about half m

ile aw
ay the L

ittle C
rag

R
iver dum

ps into the Sacram
ento R

iver.
U

nion Pacific’s railroad follow
s along side

the Sacram
ento R

iver and so during the
night one can som

etim
es hear the faint

sounds of the freight trains passing by.
Interstate 5 also passes by the R

ailroad Park
and m

uch of tim
e the highw

ay traffic dow
ns

out the sounds of the w
orking railroad.

T
here w

as an interesting article in the
caboose room

 about the history of the w
ord

caboose.  It com
es from

 the D
utch w

ord
kabuis  m

eaning “cabin house.”  T
he first

caboose goes back to the 1840s w
hen a

conductor set up shop in the last boxcar of a
freight train.  It happened in N

ew
 Y

ork.  H
e

stored flags, lanterns and w
rote his reports

on a w
ooden box using an upended barrel

as a desk.  O
ther conductors follow

ed and
by the 1880s the caboose had evolved into

the piece of railroad equipm
ent w

e have seen
in the past.

O
n the 4th I drove up to the M

cC
loud

R
ailroad located at the sm

all tow
n of

M
cC

loud, C
alifornia.  T

his railroad has been
w

orking since 1896 and w
as once a very busy

lum
ber site.  N

ow
 it carries som

e rail freight
to connections w

ith U
nion Pacific on one side

of their trackage and B
urlington N

orthern
Santa Fe on the other end of the trackage.
T

he M
cC

loud R
ailroad has reinvented itself

and now
 is m

ore of a Tourist railroad.  T
hey

do have several events each year w
here they

get out one of their tw
o steam

 engines (#25 &
#18) and run to the end of part of their 120
m

iles of track.  T
hey also have a very w

ell
run dinner train that is also a pleasure to
enjoy. I have com

e to enjoy both types of
trains.

First, I board steam
 engine #18 w

hich is a 2-
8-2 B

aldw
in engine (built in O

ctober of
1914) around 11 A

M
 and w

e head over to
Shasta C

ity som
e 18 m

iles aw
ay but requiring

som
e very steep grades as w

ell as the
necessity to use one of the rem

aining
sw

itchbacks(in the U
S) located at Signal

B
utte (4,200 feet).  A

t this location the forests
are so green and abundant.  W

e also can see
the snow

 capped M
ount L

assen  (10,457 feet)
som

e 70 m
iles aw

ay.  W
e are also at alm

ost
the foot of M

ount Shasta about 5 m
iles aw

ay
that is still snow

 capped w
ith active glaciers

and just tow
ers over the entire area at 14,162

feet. A
s one drives tow

ards M
ount Shasta the

view
 of the m

ajestic m
ountain seem

s to fill

T
he A

ugust N
orthstar C

hapter, N
R

H
S M

eeting is
Saturday, A

ugust 17th @
 7:00 P

M
@

 the St. P
aul F

ire D
epartm

ent T
raining C

enter.

M
eetings are usually the third Saturday of the m

onth in the St. P
aul F

ire D
epartm

ent
T

raining C
enter.

N
E

X
T

 M
E

E
T

IN
G

: Septem
ber 21st @

 the St. P
aul F

ire D
epartm

ent Training C
enter-

P
rogram

 T
B

A

D
irections: Take Snelling A

ve to E
nergy Park D

rive.  E
xit and turn right at the bottom

 of the ram
p.

W
atch for the entrance gate to the Firefighters T

raining C
enter.  (L

ook for the cem
ent building that

looks scorched.)  If you go past M
idw

ay Stadium
 you have gone too far.

Program
 for A

ugust w
ill be L

eigh N
eprude w

ith slides of the B
N

 in M
ontana and

Pentrex video of C
hicago R

ailroads from
 the 1960s-70s.
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the entire w
indshield both heading north or

heading south.

In any case, the little steam
 engine pulls one

old passenger car (form
erly used on the

V
IA

 railroad system
 in C

anada) and one
open car that w

as custom
 built so there are

sitting areas on tw
o levels.  It is a som

ew
hat

hot day so being outside is the place to be.
T

he little engine pulls our sm
all consist up

the m
ountain and the barking cadence of the

engine and the echo in the forest is
m

arvelous to listen too.  W
e head up the

m
ountain and then at the sw

itchback w
e

back the rest of the w
ay dow

n into the sm
all

com
m

unity of Shasta C
ity.  W

e arrive just in
tim

e to see the July 4th parade on one side
and a fast traveling U

nion Pacific freight
train passing on the other side of the train.
It takes about 90 m

inutes to m
ake the trip

from
 M

cC
loud to Shasta C

ity.  I get off and
video the train as it m

akes tw
o short round

trips part w
ay up the m

ountain.  L
ots of

folks and their kids board the train for the
short excursion, w

hich lasts about an hour.
Finally at 4 PM

 w
e reboard our steam

 train
and head back to the tow

n of M
cC

loud.  I
m

ight m
ention that the M

cC
loud R

ailroad
w

as used in a m
ovie a few

 year’s back
called “Stand B

y M
e” in w

hich engine #25
chased three sm

all kids across a bridge.
T

he kids escaped but it w
as a m

agic
m

om
ent in that film

.

T
hat evening I board the M

ount Shasta
D

inner train pulled by a diesel from
 the

1960s.  T
he dining cars are originally from

the Illinois C
entral R

ailroad and w
ere built

around 1916.  T
hey w

ere brought to the
M

cC
loud R

ailroad Shops and internally
redone to resem

ble the rom
ance of fine

dining on one of the historic and fam
ous

passenger trains of the past. T
he food and

service is am
ongst the best I have ever had

on a train and w
ell w

orth doing.  W
e

departed at 7 PM
 and headed back the sam

e
w

ay w
e had gone in the m

orning and w
ere

served a w
onderful m

eal.  A
t the top of the

m
ountain w

e had finished our m
eal and

adjourned to the open-air car to w
atch the

firew
orks som

e three m
iles aw

ay as they
exploded over L

ake Siskiyou.  It w
as a

glorious evening and w
onderful w

ay to
celebrate our countries birthday.  W

e arrived
back at the tow

n of M
cC

loud around 11
PM

.  I drove back to m
y caboose and as I

fell asleep I w
ondered about m

y caboose as
to w

here had it traveled and w
ho w

ere the
characters w

ho had w
orked in the caboose

over the m
any years it w

as in service.

T
he next day I drove up to the sm

all tow
n

of Y
reka, C

alifornia som
e 40 m

iles aw
ay to

photograph the steam
 engine affectionally

referred too as “T
he B

lue G
oose.”  T

his
engine w

as built by B
aldw

in in A
pril of

1914 and is also a 2-8-2.  I had ridden this
train before so this day I just w

anted to
video it as it headed for a short run over to
the sm

all tow
n of M

ontague (population of
just over 2,000).  T

his railroad (Y
reka

W
estern) w

as started in 1898 after the
Southern Pacific decided to bypass this
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area.  It has som
e freight service but is m

ostly a
tourist train.  T

he roadbed is very bad so the train
goes very slow

 so chasing the train w
as easy and

the view
 of M

ount Shasta in the distance w
as

aw
esom

e.  T
his area is m

ore flat and has little
tim

ber on it so the view
 of the m

ountain is
m

ostly unobstructed.

I drove back to m
y caboose and relaxed and then

headed back to the Shasta D
inner train for a

second evening aboard their dinner train.  T
he

evening w
as just as enjoyable as the previous

night had been.  T
he crew

 provides great service
and really enjoy serving us.  L

ots of train fans on
both dinner trains.  Som

e have com
e from

 all
over the U

SA
 but lots com

e up from
 Sacram

ento
to enjoy the w

eekend.

O
n Saturday I check out of m

y caboose at the
R

ailroad Park in D
unsm

uir and head back hom
e.

I m
ake tw

o stops on the w
ay hom

e.  First I stop
to see how

 the rebuilding of B
aldw

in steam
engine built in 1918 is com

ing along.  It is
undergoing m

ajor repairs to the boiler and
operates during the year as part of the Y

olo
Shortline R

ailroad.  A
s I stand by the old steam

engine, the diesel tourist train com
es by w

ith lots
of w

aving and happy passengers.  I have ridden
this short line before and so just choose to video
the passing train and w

ave back at the
passengers.  T

his trip on the Y
olo Shortline goes

out about 15 m
iles along the Sacram

ento R
iver

and at tim
es is very scenic.  T

he Y
olk Shoreline

operates out of the tow
n of W

oodland, C
alifornia

and is about 20 m
iles north of the capitol of

C
alifornia at Sacram

ento.

I head on in to Sacram
ento and m

ake a stop to
revisit the C

alifornia State R
ailroad M

useum
again.  I am

 a m
em

ber of this organization and
usually get to visit this excellent m

useum
 m

aybe
tw

o or three tim
es a year.  It is located right next

to the Sacram
ento at a place referred to as “O

ld
Tow

n.”  L
ots of old restored buildings and an old

paddle w
heeler converted to a perm

anent hotel
and restaurant.  O

n the w
eekends, there is a train

ride available along their right-of-w
ay w

hich at
the
m

om
ent goes out about three and a half m

iles
before returning.  T

he m
useum

 is currently
w

orking on extending their right-of-w
ay another

three m
iles further.  T

he m
useum

 is also located
near the old Southern Pacific R

ailroad B
uilding

now
 used by A

m
trak and each day sees 48

passenger trains com
e and go from

 this station.
L

ots of U
nion Pacific freight traffic thru this

location too.  A
s I arrive at the passenger station

to park I see that the long distance A
m

trak T
rain

“C
alifornia Z

ephyr” is in the station.  B
esides

the various passenger cars and freight cars in
tow

, I am
 elated to see tw

o beautiful restored
U

nion Pacific R
ailroad Passenger cars

m
ajestically bringing up the end of the rain and

proudly show
ing off their fam

ous U
P color

schem
e but m

ostly that brilliant yellow
.  E

ach
car has an open platform

 and have been used
m

ost probably for recent U
P custom

er use.  I
believe these cars are kept and m

aintained at the
U

nion Pacific yard in O
m

aha, N
ebraska. T

he
nam

es of the cars are “Sunset” and “Stanford.”
A

s the A
m

trak train pulls out of the station it is a
beautiful sight to see these old restored
passenger cars bringing up the year and heading
dow

n the track.  I m
ove over to the operating

railroad that is m
aintained by the Sacram

ento
State R

ailroad M
useum

.  Today they are using
their sm

all steam
 engine #10 w

hich w
as built by

Porter in 1942 for shipm
ent overseas but never

w
as shipped.  It is a sm

all yard sw
itching engine

w
ith a 0-6-0 w

heel alignm
ent.  It carries no

tender and instead has the fuel in a tank behind
the firem

an and engineer and w
ater is carried on

tanks built on both sides of the boiler.  It w
as

used by the G
ranite C

onstruction com
pany for

m
any years before it w

as donated to the m
useum

along w
ith enough m

oney to com
pletely rebuild

it.  T
his little engine w

ill pull four old restored
passenger cars from

 the 1940s originally used by
Southern Pacific on the passenger trains several
tim

es during the day and w
ith seem

ingly little
effort.

A
ll in all, m

y 4th has been one w
ith lots of

railroad experiences and enjoying the scenery
around m

e.  I am
 fortunate to have so m

any
exam

ples of operating railroad history so close
by to see, ride and enjoy.  I do not take them

 for
granted and so try to support these various
organizations. It is said that the railroad
m

useum
s and operating railroads run on three

things: W
ater, Fuel and M

O
N

E
Y

.  W
e do need to

support these organizations w
hile they are still

available.  I just w
ish you all could have com

e
along for the holiday and celebrate the 4th in a
very unique w

ay.

“A
ll A

board”

L
ight-R

ail V
ehicle M

ock-up to be on
display @

 the State F
air

B
y D

ave N
orm

an

A
 full size m

ock-up of the front half of one of
the light rail vehicles being built for the
H

iaw
atha L

ight R
ail line, w

hich w
ill run from

dow
ntow

n M
inneapolis to the M

all of A
m

erica
in B

loom
ington, w

ill be on display at this year’s
M

innesota State Fair.  T
he State Fair runs from

T
hursday, A

ugust 22nd to M
onday, Septem

ber
2nd.

T
he m

ock-up w
as built at B

om
bardier’s plant in

M
exico.  T

he first tw
o com

plete cars w
ill also be

built there.  T
he body shells for the other cars

w
ill be fabricated in M

exico, but shipped to the
com

pany’s assem
bly plant in B

arre, V
T

 for
com

pletion, so they w
ill qualify as M

ade in
U

SA
.  T

here are 24 cars on order, a cut of tw
o

cars from
 earlier plans, as  greater than expected

costs elsew
here on the project led to cuts to keep

the overall project w
ithin planned budget lim

its.
It’s expected that the first tw

o cars w
ill arrive in

M
innesota for testing in January of 2003.

C
onstruction w

ork on the H
iaw

atha L
ight R

ail
T

ransit line is under w
ay at m

any points along
the line.  T

rack has already been laid at the
shops (on the site of the old M

ilw
aukee R

oad
coach yards) and for som

e distance south of
there.  T

his w
ill be used as a test track for the

cars w
hen they arrive.  For several m

iles further
south, the roadbed either is ready for tracklaying
or soon w

ill be.  Fifth Street through dow
ntow

n
M

inneapolis is torn up for track construction.  A
bridge over H

iaw
atha near 28th St. is done.

W
ork is being done on the bridge over L

ake St.
and a bridge over H

ighw
ay 62.  T

he first tube of
the tunnel under the airport w

as com
pleted A

pril


