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T
he N

orthstar N
ew

s is looking for a new
 E

D
IT

O
R

 to start in January.  L
auren has an internship

w
hich w

ill not allow
 her the tim

e to continue being the editor-- those interested in putting out this
m

onthly publication should talk or em
ail D

A
N

 M
E

Y
E

R
.

M
inutes for the N

ovem
ber 16

th

M
em

bership M
eeting of the

N
orthstar C

hapter, N
R

H
S.

Subm
itted by D

avid N
orm

an~ Secretary

T
he m

eeting w
as called to order at 7:11 p.m

. by
chapter president D

an M
eyer in the St. Paul

Fire D
epartm

ent T
raining C

enter w
ith 28

m
em

bers and guests present.

A
 m

otion w
as m

ade and seconded to approve
the m

inutes of the O
ctober m

em
bership

m
eeting, as printed in the N

ovem
ber 2002 issue

of N
orthstar N

ew
s.  A

 correction w
as m

ade to
note the proper spelling of the last nam

e of
D

aw
n H

olm
berg.  T

he m
inutes w

ere approved,
as corrected.  T

reasurer Joe Fishbein w
as not

present, but
President M

eyer said that Joe
had told him

 that the group’s
finances are O

K
.  N

ational
D

irector M
arty Sw

an yielded
the floor to Frank W

illkie,
w

ho attended the recent
national directors’ m

eeting in
M

t. Pleasant, IA
 in his place.

Frank reported that they
approved holding the 2005

national convention in Portland, O
R

.
President M

eyer thanked Frank for going to
the m

eeting.  M
arty said that he had only

prelim
inary m

inutes of the m
eeting.  T

rip
D

irector John G
oodm

an had nothing to report
on possible trips.   H

e did report that there
w

ould be an open house at the Tw
in C

ity
A

m
trak station Sunday, N

ovem
ber 17th, to

show
 a diesel pow

ered M
U

 car built by
C

olorado R
ailcar.

O
ld B

usiness - M
arty Sw

an rem
inded people

that he is accepting reservations for the
H

oliday Party.  W
e have an interesting

program
 planned.  D

ennis L
ouden reported for

the N
om

inating C
om

m
ittee.  T

hey have
nom

inated all incum
bents for re-election.

President M
eyer called for additional

nom
inations from

 the floor—
trustee, national

director, treasurer,
secretary, vice-
president, president.
T

here w
ere no

nom
inations from

 the
floor for any office.
T

he nom
inations w

ere
declared closed.  John
G

oodm
an m

oved that
the secretary be
instructed to cast a
unanim

ous ballot for
all offices.  R

uss
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T
he JA

N
U

A
R

Y
 N

orthstar C
hapter, N

R
H

S M
eeting is

Saturday, JA
N

U
A

R
Y

 18th @
 7:00 P

M
@

 the St. P
aul F

ire D
epartm

ent T
raining C

enter.

D
irections: Take Snelling A

ve to E
nergy Park D

rive.  E
xit and turn right at the bottom

 of the ram
p.

W
atch for the entrance gate to the Firefighters T

raining C
enter.  (L

ook for the cem
ent building that

looks scorched.)  If you go past M
idw

ay Stadium
 you have gone too far.

Program
 for T

B
A

.

Isbrandt seconded the m
otion and it carried.  B

ill
H

erzog reported on the status of the 8327
restoration project.. A

 text of the proposed plaque
to be placed on the engine w

as published in the
N

ovem
ber issue of N

orthstar N
ew

s.  A
nyone w

ith
suggestions for im

provem
ents should see him

 at
the break after the business m

eeting.  H
e

suggested that the board of the N
orthstar C

hapter
ask for a grant from

 the national N
R

H
S for

additional cosm
etic restoration.  D

an M
eyer asked

that everyone from
 the board should m

eet w
ith

him
 after the business m

eeting.  Subcom
m

ittees of
the national convention com

m
ittee have m

et.
M

em
bers of the national N

R
H

S national
convention com

m
ittee w

ill be com
ing on Saturday,

D
ecem

ber 7th,  to check on our progress in
planning the 2004 N

R
H

S national convention.  W
e

w
ill need help from

 m
any m

em
bers of the chapter

to plan and run the convention.

N
ew

 B
usiness - B

ill H
erzog talked about the

w
ebsite for the B

&
O

 M
useum

 in B
altim

ore, w
hich

is w
here the 2003 N

R
H

S national convention w
ill

take place.  T
hey w

ill be having tw
o parades of

steam
 engines, etc.  T

here w
ill also be tents w

here
railroad item

s w
ill be for sale.   T

hese events w
ill

begin June 28 and run through July 6, 2003.

A
nother item

 of O
ld B

usiness - O
ne of the

suggestions last m
onth to increase m

em
ber

participation in the chapter w
as to have a photo

contest.  E
ach m

onth, the N
orthw

estern Illinois
C

hapter, based in R
ockford, has m

em
bers bring in

five slides on the topic of the m
onth.  W

e m
ight try

that, starting in January.

M
ore N

ew
 B

usiness - G
len H

olm
berg attended the

recent T
rainfest in M

ilw
aukee.  O

ne of the things

he learned there w
as that the A

ugust D
erleth

book on the M
ilw

aukee R
oad has been

reprinted.

A
 m

otion to adjourn the business m
eeting w

as
m

ade, seconded, and carried at 7:31 p.m
.

A
nnouncem

ents - M
onday night, N

ovem
ber

18th, there w
ill be a presentation on R

ailroads
of D

akota C
ounty at the Perform

ing A
rts C

enter
in dow

ntow
n L

akeville.  R
oger C

lark, one of the
presenters, said that he had gotten a phone call a
few

 days ago from
 D

ick Prosser, w
ho w

as also
scheduled to participate in the program

.  D
ick

can’t com
e, as his doctor has advised him

 not to
travel.  H

e w
ill be having surgery on his hip on

D
ecem

ber 9th.  Prosser sent greetings.  H
is

address is available to those w
ho w

ant to send a
get-w

ell card.

R
oger C

lark w
ill present the program

 tonight,
w

hich is a preview
 of M

onday night’s
presentation.  D

an M
eyer talked about a railfan

w
ho w

as stopped by police w
hile railfanning.

W
e have a stack of brochures available on

A
m

erican O
rient E

xpress, E
urail, etc.  Pop is

available at the back of the room
.

P
lease note this is JA

N
U

A
R

Y
’s m

eeting as D
ecem

ber’s m
eeting w

as the
C

hristm
as B

anquet at T
inucci’s--  it w

as a lot of fun.
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P
resident: D

an M
eyer

763-784-8835 (H
om

e)
D

an@
M

eyer.net

V
ice P

resident: D
oug Johnson

Phone# n/a at tim
e of publication

P
ast P

resident: A
ndrew

 K
oetz

651-776-8309 (H
om

e)

N
ational D

irector:
H

. M
artin Sw

an
612-961-1684 (cell)

T
reasurer: Joe F

ishbein
651-457-1610 (H

om
e)

Secretary: D
avid N

orm
an

612-729-2428 (H
om

e)

T
rustee: M

ark B
raun

Phone# n/a at tim
e of publication

P
rogram

 C
hairm

an:
G

len H
olm

berg
phone# n/a

n0oyz@
hotm

ail.com
* em

ail contains a Z
E

R
O

 after the n
and an ‘o’ follow

ing the zero.

E
ditor: O

P
E

N
!!!!

D
isclaim

er: The opinions expressed in the N
orthstar N

ew
s are not necessarily the opinions of the N

R
H

S or the
N

orthstar C
hapter.

T
he N

orthstar N
ew

s can also be read O
N

L
IN

E
!   http://w

w
w

.northstar-nrhs.org/

Inform
ation off the R

ailspot list
about the F

B
I w

arning
concerning possible attacks on
railroads

R
ichard W

hitenight, A
rlington, Texas

T
his day started out rather innocently, having

spotted a w
estbound m

anifest at the C
ooper St

crossing in A
rlington, T

x (M
P 233.11 D

allas
Sub) at approxim

ately 1447H
R

S. T
he train

consisted of U
P 5011 (SD

70M
) and U

P 9574,
w

ith 77 cars. I thought to m
yself, that since

this w
as a w

estbound, I’d head for Tow
er 55

and the B
ernhardt w

ye and w
ait for it to arrive

at the tow
er. I arrived at Tow

er 55 at
approxim

ately 1515H
R

S and set up to record
the trains. W

hen I arrived via the m
uddy

roadw
ay, I saw

 D
anny (non R

ailspot) and a
gentlem

an by the nam
e of K

en (learned later
he w

as out of N
orfolk V

A
, doing som

e w
ork

on a condenser for T
X

U
 (Texas U

tilities)); he
w

as at this location taking photographs. I later
learned there w

as another individual out there
(unknow

n nam
e) out of C

leburne, T
X

, also
taking photographs. I talk to them

 a little,
w

hile I have m
y specially m

ade vacation
binder open and jotting dow

n m
y engine

num
bers, direction, am

ount of cars, etc for the
train m

ovem
ents at Tow

er 55.

T
here w

as light traffic initially, but m
y day

from
 H

ell began at approxim
ately 1615H

R
S.

T
his is w

hen tw
o patrol cars of the Fort W

orth
Police D

ept (hereafter referred to as FW
PD

)

arrive on scene. I thought to m
yself, “O

h, s**t!”
T

hese tw
o officers get out of their cars and one

com
es to m

y car, identifies him
self and ask w

hat
I w

as doing out there.

I tell him
 I’m

 w
atching the trains as they m

ove
through the area. W

hile he asks for and takes m
y

Texas D
L

 to run a “w
ants and w

arrants” check
on,  his backup officer w

alks over to K
en’s

vehicle, w
hich w

as parked next to m
ine. T

he
officer that spoke w

ith m
e explained that an

engineer for one of the passing trains had called
his dispatcher, letting them

 know
 there w

ere
individuals out there taking photographs of the
trains (that w

ould be K
en and the subject from

C
leburne). T

hey also explain the fact that they
w

ere briefed at the start of their “w
atch” or shift,

that the FB
I had put out a w

arning about al-
Q

ueda possibly targeting the railroads for
terrorist activity. I tell him

 that I understand
w

hat he’s talking about, because I w
ork for a

police departm
ent and have heard the sam

e
thing. A

t this point, he has already interview
ed

m
e and still has m

y Texas D
L

. H
e tells m

e that
he needs m

e to stay put in m
y car, and that his

supervisor (i.e. Sergeant) is on the w
ay to speak

to them
 (she doesn’t even show

 up until about
1715-1730H

R
S).

She show
s up about an hour later, along w

ith a
detective w

ith the Terrorism
 Task Force out of

Fort W
orth and/or Tarrant C

ounty (this guy is a
D

et C
harles B

oykin). D
et B

oykin interview
s

each one of us separately of course. I basically
tell him

 that I’m
 out there w

atching the trains as
a hobby. I explain to him

 w
hat I w

as looking for
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and w
hat inform

ation I take dow
n (L

ord I w
on’t

do that again <
grin>

). H
e basically reiterates about

the FB
I w

arnings, and asks m
e several questions

about w
hy I w

as out there, do I look for specific
types of cars,  have I been asked by any suspicious
individuals to com

e out there and look for specific
types of cars, etc, to w

hich I answ
er truthfully.

B
y this tim

e the U
P Y

ard Supervisor on call is out
there on scene (believe his nam

e w
as M

ike
Pollard; he w

as representing U
P).  A

t som
e point,

the FW
PD

 m
ake the decision to search our

vehicles, having each one of us sign a “C
onsent to

Search” form
, w

hich I sign because I have nothing
in m

y car that w
ould be incrim

inating. T
hey ask

to see m
y log book or V

acation record, w
hich

included m
y directions for m

y vacation, m
y

railroad spotting form
, m

y explanation of all of the
“m

arks” on the cars, the explanation of the U
P and

B
N

SF point of origin signifiers, etc. T
his w

as later
“seized” by the D

et B
oykin, in order for them

 to
understand w

hat w
e w

ere basically talking about
to them

, since they w
ere police officers and not

hobbyist like those of us on R
ailspot. I sign the

form
 and acknow

ledge that he is taking custody of
the book...so there w

ent all of m
y 11-12 sightings

that I w
as going to post to the list, vice this long

recitative. B
ut, it gets w

orse, as the detective from
the Terrorism

 Task Force asked m
e to w

ait,
because a rep from

 the FB
I w

anted to talk to us. If
I had a clue this day w

ould have been like this, I
never w

ould have set foot in that area.

T
his gorgeous FB

I Special A
gent, by the nam

e of
D

eborah L
 E

ckart, w
ho w

orks out of 2601
M

eacham
 B

lv, Suit 500, Fort W
orth, T

x, basically
takes m

y nam
e, SSN

, w
ho I w

ork for, business

phone num
ber and m

y nam
e of course. T

he
FW

PD
 Sergeant/w

atch supervisor, uses a digital
cam

era to take a picture of m
y car, the license

plate of m
y car, the interior of m

y car, and of
course m

e. B
y this tim

e, I have a pretty good idea
w

hat w
ould happen next, and I w

as right. A
t

approxim
ately 1930H

R
S, I sign a FW

PD
T

respass W
arning, issued by M

r Pollard, in the
presence of a FW

PD
 officer, basically w

arning
m

e from
 returning to 665 E

 V
ickery St, Fort

W
orth, Texas, the B

ernhardt w
ye area.

Since I w
ork for a PD

, I know
 to return w

ould
m

ean being arrested for a C
lass-B

 m
isdem

eanor
for C

rim
inal T

respass, w
hich could result in a

fine of about $1,000, and a m
axim

um
 of 90 days

jail. So, I ain’t going to set m
y bohiny back in

that area, unless M
r Pollard says it’s okay to do

so. I w
as advised by one of the FW

PD
 officers

that I could probably check w
ith Pollard in six

m
onths, to see if they w

ould allow
 m

e to com
e

back to the area. I think they realized that w
e

w
ere there because w

e like the trains, but I also
believe they had no choice to issue us a trespass
w

arning, w
hich I fully understood.

So, I’m
 w

ithout m
y log book, w

hich D
et B

oykin
stated w

ould be copied and eventually returned to
m

e, m
ost likely by a D

et Scott C
arr, w

hich is a
police officer from

 m
y departm

ent, assigned to
the task force. I don’t look forw

ard to w
hat he

m
ight have to say to m

e, because he’ll probably
tell m

e that I should have know
n better than to

have show
ed up there, since it is private property.

B
ut, it should be noted that the U

P are basically
aw

are of us R
ailspot personnel and are m

ore than

w
illing to allow

 us to park in that area, as long as
w

e don’t interfere w
ith the U

P operations, such as
w

alk on their tracks, w
hich I’m

 sm
art enough not

to do.

If the Task Force learns on how
 to better protect

the railroads, then m
y experience w

ould have been
w

orth it. I hate the idea of m
issing out on

w
atching the trains at Tow

er 55, but I probably
should have seen it com

ing. I w
ould recom

m
end

to everyone on this list w
ho frequents the Tow

er
55 area, to consider it an O

ff L
im

its area, as I w
as

advised by the FW
PD

 that they’ve had som
e

“incidents” there prior to them
 speaking to us.

So, this is m
y final (for now

) report from
 Tow

er
55. I hope that the U

P w
ill allow

 m
e back in there

som
etim

e in the future, but for now
, I’ll w

atch m
y

trains from
 a few

 points in A
rlington that are

accessible to train fans, etc. T
here are a few

 points
in Saginaw

, but I’m
 not sure w

hether they’ve
tightened up their security at the A

T
SF yard or not.

-----------------------------------------------------------
Special thanks to M

arty for forw
arding this to the

E
ditor

-----------------------------------------------------------
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M
ust be able to leap sm

all
paragraphs in single
keystrokes.

Spelling w
ould be a good thing,

especially since this E
ditor

apparently couldn’t spell m
ost

of the tim
e.

E
M

ail is a great tool to utilize,
but it is not a necessary end-all.

D
an, D

aw
n, and G

len do not
bite and they fold the N

orthstar
w

ith m
inim

al paper cuts.  (T
hey

even stam
p them

)

T
hose interested in the job

should contact D
an M

eyer now
,

before the position fills.


